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Sudden Valley Community Association 
Special General Meeting 

July 8th, 2017 at the Dance Barn 
1:00 PM 

 
 
I.  Call to Order at 1:00 PM by Chair Larry Brown. 
President Brown welcomed the attendees.  He introduced himself as the 
President of the Association, but stated that today he was serving as the 
presiding officer to provide the procedures to allow the members to do the 
work of this special meeting.  
  
II. Chair Brown then introduced Ann McCartney, our Parliamentarian, 
who assisted him with the procedures. 
 
Chair Brown introduced the attending Board of Directors on the podium:  
David Narsico, Eric Trower, Sarah Holmstrom, Carol Houlton, Gail 
Chiarello, Leslie McRoberts, Carol Bauman, and Mike D’Angelo – who was 
in the back assisting with sound. 
 
Chair Brown introduced the SVCA Staff members in attendance; Mitch 
Waterman, Brian Kruhlak, and Ashley Neuman.  
 
Chair Brown reminded the Board and the members that this was a meeting 
of the general membership, not a meeting of the Board of Directors.  The 
Board members had been placed up front so that the membership could see 
them, but they were participating, in the meeting, as ordinary members of 
the Sudden Valley Community Association.  
 
III. Secretary Chiarello certified the quorum as of 1:00 PM stating the 
minimum requirement for a quorum of 50 members present had been met. 
 
IV. Secretary Chiarello then gave proof of Notice of the Meeting.  The 
Notice of the Special Meeting addressed to all members at the address on 
record at the Association Administration office was placed in the mail on 
June 7th, 2017.  She then held up a notice addressed to her that was received 
by her on June 16th, 2017. 
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Chair Brown stated because of the number of people present and the 
difference of opinions on the issue, the Parliamentarian suggested the rules 
of debate be reviewed. 
 
Secretary Chiarello reviewed the rules that had been adopted as contained 
within Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised and in state RCWs, with the 
exception of the speaker identification and speaker limit, which have been 
the traditional practice at General Meetings. In order to maintain decorum, 
the 11th Edition of Roberts Rules of Order governed the meeting.  
   
V.  New Business 
Chair Brown turned to the business of the meeting:  the consideration of the 
proposed SVCA Special Assessment for the Revitalization Project.   
 
The new business to come before the assembly consisted of one measure.  
This measure requires a 60% majority affirmative vote of the votes cast to be 
adopted.  Members received the explanation of the measure in their elections 
packet and had the opportunity to attend Town Hall meetings on the 
measure.   
 
Treasurer, Carol Houlton, would present the measure, discussion would be 
had following the presentation and ballots would be collected from the floor. 
 
Chair Brown stated, “No motions or amendments are in order as it is 
essential that those of you present and those voting by mail-in ballot are 
voting on the exact same measure.” He opened the floor for discussion 
regarding the rules; there was no discussion.   
 
 
SVCA Special Assessment Measure:  Shall SVCA impose a special 
Assessment not to exceed $36.00 per month on all SVCA “lots” (as defined 
in the SVCA Bylaws) to pay for the Sudden Valley Revitalization Project 
(the “Project”), as outlined in the accompanying Project material – to be 
funded by a loan not to exceed $12,000,000, with Special Assessment 
payments to begin September 1, 2017, and end no later than August 31, 
2035, and subject to the terms and conditions in the Board Resolution 
approved on May 20, 2017, which is hereby ratified? 
 
Chair Brown opened the floor for informational questions to the Treasurer. 
Following questions to the Treasurer, he opened the floor for general 
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discussion regarding the ballot measure. Brief discussion ensued. Once 
discussion ceased, the members were asked to mark their ballots on the 
proposed measure; the ballots were then collected from the floor and the 
polls closed on the Special Assessment measure. 
 
 
VI.  Announcements 
 
Director Trower named the winners of the essay contest announced in the 
last edition Views:  “What I love about Sudden Valley.” Third Place went to 
Megan Thygesen, Second Place to Bruce Fleet, and First Place to  Lynn 
Bakeman.  
 
Director Bauman announced September 13th there would be a Flu Clinic in 
the Community Center from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Most insurances would 
be accepted. 
 
Director D’Angelo announced the SVCA Women’s Club would be hosting 
Bingo Night August 4th from 6:00 p.m.- 8:00 p.m.  
 
 
VI.  Property Owner Comments 
 
Chair Brown reminded the members that their comments were limited to 
three minutes.  They were to approach the microphone for recognition and 
state their name and street address.  The Secretary would keep a list of the 
topics and concerns raised. This summary of the topics and concerns would 
be an addendum to the minutes of this meeting.  He reminded the Members 
that no business that was not in the Notice of the Special Meeting could be 
conducted. 
 
VII. The uncertified results were placed on the screen. 
 
There were 801 votes (or 48.78%) cast in favor of the Special Assessment 
Measure 2017 and 841 votes (or 51.22%) opposed to the Special Assessment 
Measure 2017.  The SVCA Bylaws requirement that a special assessment is 
passed if 60% or more of the voting members in good standing approve the 
measure was not met, and the measure failed. 
 
VIII.  Adjournment  



2017 SVCA SGM July, 8 2017 4 | P a g e

The meeting was adjourned at 1:54 PM 

Addendum to the Minutes (Property Owner Comments) 
1. A member expressed concern about the lack of proposals for work in
gates other than Gates 1 and 2.  He also expressed concern that Sudden
Valley is a private community but the public may still use Sudden Valley’s
amenities, although they don’t pay dues.
2. The Chair clarified that snow removal affects Gates 3, 5, 9 and 13 more
heavily than Gates 1 and 2; also, that the roads component of Revitalization
affected all gates equally.  He also clarified that Sudden Valley was now a
501-c-4 and could no longer exclude members of the public, but non-
residents may be charged a higher fee to use the amenities.
3. A member thanked the Board and staff for the effort, time, and quality of
effort put toward not only Revitalization but other crises they have
encountered along the way.
4. A member asked if the engineering company that had demolished Barn 7
had been bonded.  The Chair and General Manager affirmed that the
company had been covered by a small bond, and the demolition had been
successfully accomplished.

Approved By: 
 _____________________________________________________________________
       Gail Chiarello, Board of Directors Secretary


