
Sudden Valley Emergency Preparedness Committee
August 14th 2018

SWFA teaching room 9am

Present were: Mike D'Angelo, Norm Smith, Ruth Evans, David Lillie, Halina Reynolds, Carol 
Houlton, Libby Feller. Penny Bamford, Owen Bamford, Henry Renteria, Sid Strong, Marty 
Lynam, Con Rigas, Frank Procella.

The agenda was approved, with the TableTop presentation at the end.

The minutes were approved with one change which was sent to Admin for correction.

ONGOING 
The ACS group of the SV Radio Club will meet tonight at 6:30 at SWFA when the EIS system 
will be discussed.

VRC. 
Halina reported that the VMC members have decided against a trailer for the supplies. 
Instead the supplies will be stored at the Barn in a closet to be shared with the Women's 
Group. This will be locked with Halina and Maddie (of rec Center) holding the key. It will be 
available at all times as Security has access to the Barn. The VMC supplies have already 
been transferred from Ruth who was thanked for her hosting them for some  months. There 
will be an inventory list and sign-out sheet for all items. Henry suggested a one page list of 
procedures for using the stores. A second VMC person should also have access.

Safety Fair and its derivatives were discussed.
Combining the SF and the Bite of SV was suggested, there being a lot of room for vendors, 
especially if a cycle safety class was involved.  On the other hand weather might have an 
effect. 
Restricting the fair to a single item (such as evacuation) might be more effective in educating 
residents. This could be achieved indoors and a Town Hall type meeting was proposed. 
Emergency preparedness rather than Safety might also be preferable.
The purpose of the safety fair was discussed, with most members declaring that education in 
some form is necessary before volunteers could be enlisted and focusing on one aspect 
would be preferable to overwhelming people with possible events. 
A group of members would meet to discuss these suggestions.

Education through talks and Henry's video is important. Marty reported that his outreach to 
the Mormon community had not yet yielded a reply.  The Salvation Army was also suggested. 

NEW BUSINESS
Tabletop Exercise
Norm and Henry explained.  Invited entities are SWFA (the Chief will become the IC), 
Bellingham City's emergency and Public works, Red Cross, Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer,
The Board of Directors, the General Manager and all the members of the EPC. 

Although there are a lot of hazards here, the one best explained (having actually happened) 



would be a winter storm resulting in flooding of Austin Creek. There will be injects, IC will 
react and explanations will ensue. 
 
Members will have their IC positions designated. The object is to see what works and most 
importantly where we are likely to fail, so that we can learn.
The ACS members asked if radios would be used, but the time available is not enough. There
will be no field exercise involved. 

A hotwash will been done and Norm will write an after-action report.
This report could be the basis of a Town Hall meeting in the valley.
Our local vendors such as the Market and El Agave will not be involved but will be given the 
results as will the BoD. 

The Communications Committee will record the proceedings to help with the after action 
report, but it will not be available to the public. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:10


