
Sudden Valley Emergency Preparedness Committee
February 14th 2017 9am meeting

SWFA training room

Minutes

Present were  Carol B, Carol H, Grace, Norm, Mike, Marty, Pat, Ruth, Dave L, Owen and Penny.
Apologies from Kathleen.

The agenda was adopted and the minutes of  Jan 10th meeting approved,

Safety Fair. Of those contacted by Penny, nothing had changed except that the CG Auxiliary can come 
with a boat.  Mike will arrange for a shredder to be at the fair  noon to 2pm. The quoted price from SSC
is high and other providers will be contacted. Mike also is trying to persuade the collector of hazardous 
waste to come, and encouraged the committee to phone amplifying his request.  Greg has suggested 
that SV CERT is adequate to represent the program at the fair, although others thought that his presence
would bring extra kudos to the system. We will leave it to him to decide to come or not.

The latest storm.  Norm reported on the efforts of the maintenance crew, with the golf and security 
workers who worked long shifts, got the roads clear as quickly as they could, pulled cars out of ditches 
and in one case transported an injured resident to the fire station to the care of an EMT there. At the end
of the storm the rain increased loading on trees and about 50 trees had to be cleared from roads and 
houses.  He and the crews were thanked by the committee. Norm will make an official report to the 
BoD.  Owen will write a report for the Views on the statistics when the numbers are forwarded from 
Admin.

The CERT trailer.  Marty and Mike report that work is going well at Al's RV. Modifications to the 
plan include installation of 4G for phone connection, relocating the spare wheel mount and installing a 
fan.  It was decided that the color of the side awning should be red stripes.

CERT88 class.  Norm reported on the first class of CERT88 which was taught at the Geneva Fire 
station last night. We had 28 enthusiastic students from Bellingham, Geneva and Blaine, that included a
Customs officer, a doctor and a retired fire chief. Carol's use of candy bars for random sorting students 
was a success and Pat's presentation on VMC was well received.  Penny will email the useful urls that 
some students missed together with a map of the best parking in the area.
Greg will bring the new burn pan to the Geneva station soon and Norm will acquire the propane and 
cart. We will have to get a long stick and flare to light it, so we will have a practice session soon.

New Business. Grace has volunteered to write a small piece each month for the web site and SVCA 
Facebook on behalf of the committee. She requested ideas on a snappy phrase for it.
Norm was asked about CERT and the barn demolition. The early stages were not good as 
communication between WRS and SV were confused. Once the demolition started the CERT members 
deployed around and had very few problems. Several people were disappointed that the Y was not 
available, others wished that they had been told beforehand, and were told it was for safety's sake. 
There were no intrusions into the area and the work was done very quickly. The foundation will be 
removed in June and until then the area will be protected with chain link fencing.

The meeting closed at 9:55




