
Sudden Valley Emergency Preparedness Committee 
Meeting at SWFA  

9am February 13 2018 
 

Minutes 
 
Present were: Henry Renteria, Grace Shaffner, Frank Procella, Marty and Pat Lynam, Ruth Evans, David Lillie, 
Halina Reynolds, Owenand Penny Bamford, Norm Smith. 
 
The agenda was adopted and the minutes of the January meeting were approved. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
Education for the BoD and Public 
Henry was disappointed to not be called to talk at the BoD orientation meeting. He will request an opportunity to 
present a powerpoint show to the board soon. He would like all members to contact groups they know and use 
the powerpoint to improve knowledge throughout the community. The same show can be converted to a loop to 
show at the Safety Fair.  
The committee members were sad that Hannah was not present to record the meeting for the public. 
Owen was thanked for his articles for the Views on fireworks. Henry said that the social media response has 
been good. We should encourage the BoD to decide soon about allowing or banning fireworks. The EPC will 
NOT be involved. 
 
Safety Fair. 
Penny reported that about half of the presenters at 2017 have already agreed to come this year. She is finding 
others in Bellingham who may show their information and wares as well. Ruth is assisting in finding local 
vendors. 
 
BECoN. 
SV ARC members at their recent meeting were shown the map of Hams in the valley and were enthusiastic 
about acting as BECoNs if needed. The areas of the valley that are still distant from a Ham were noted. A design 
for a magnetic sign for cars was shown and improvements suggested. Further oganization is ongoing. Henry 
asked for information for his PPT.  
The next Ham class will start on March 21 which we will advertise. 
 
EIS. 
The SVARC members under the direction of Lenny Angello have been working on how to get the recording-by-
phone to work without success. The ACS branch of the club will meet  February 13th  arranging to send the 
apparatus to the maker for their appraisal of the problem. The club is anxious to have the EIS working as soon 
as possible. Under the circumstances the road signs will not be purchased yet. 
 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Training. 
Henry will wait until after the Safety fair when we may get new members before running another training for IC. 
 
Emergency Plan. 
The Plan is available on line although members complained that it is not easy to find. 
The annexes should be updated and added to using the inventory lists held by management, maps of 
vulnerability etc. We need more help from the management for these.  
The committee is working toward a fully staffed IMT 
 
2018 focus topics. 
How to contact residents in time of emergency: 



The need for education was repeated. The EIS and BECoN, eblasts must be kept going.  Encouragement to 
residents to use alerts and “pulsepoint” should be encouraged. The absence of the Communications Cmt 
representative was regretted, as they are so important in our efforts in education. 
The possibility of using a siren or telephone alerts was discussed but found too expensive. 
Sue suggested asking SWFA for CPR classes here as the classes at Geneva fill up so quickly. The problem is 
finding teachers. 
 
Contact with WUECC: 
Henry urged the need for an observer at WUECC in any exercises as the DEM needs to be aware of our need 
for response even if we can not have an official liaison. 
 
VMC: 
Halina reported her work as our representative to the hub which has given us money for  enough supplies for an 
initial exercise. She would like to store the supplies in the CERT trailer. She was thanked for her work on this.  
An advert in the Views for the March presentation on Living with a Volcano can be arranged. 
 
Firewise: We should have more contact with Firewise  Committee about trail clearing for evacuation and brush 
clearing for fire prevention. 
 
Norm Smith reported on his worries for the future: 
As the SV fire station is now fully manned, station 22 will not be available for an IC. He is discussing this with 
Chief Ralston, and although cramped, his present office would be a place to start. 
 
The CPOD is presently in barn 6 and may not have anywhere to go when the barn is replaced with the 
temporary structure. He urges Mike to ask management about this. 
 
LWWS is reviewing the seismic status of all dams including the Lake Louise dam. What this will mean for the 
valley is yet to be seen. 
 
Meeting ended at 10:30 


