
Sudden Valley Emergency Preparedness Committee
6:30pm  August 12th.  

SWFA Fire Station 22

Minutes

At this evening meeting were Mike D'Angelo, Norm Smith, Grace Shaffner, Patty Lynam, 
Marty Lynam, Ruth Evans, Frank Procella, Dave Holland, Richard Darden, Penny Bamford 
and Owen Bamford.

Minutes of the June meeting were approved.

Announcements

The blood drive will be July 30th in the Barn Parking lot. 9am-3pm appointments can be made.
SV CERT did not have a meeting this month as they were busy with the July 4th fireworks.
Safety  Fair meeting. Next meeting will be August 15th at El Agave at 9am.
CERT Train the Trainer Course will be  Aug 22-24 at WUECC.
DEM Cascadia Rising update will be July 13th at WUECC. Mike, Norm and Grace will attend.

Project Updates

Cascadia Rising 
Norm and Henry have finished the SV report which includes how we should improve our 
response and itemises the responsibilities of the BOD, staff and EPC. It has been received by
the DEM and will be included as an enclosure in the DEM report.

July 4th Fireworks
Mike reported on the success of the fireworks, in that there were very few illegal fireworks and
little unruly behaviour. He thankd the ACS group of the SV Ham radio club for efficient 
communications and the CERT people for helping with the crowd. Norm was thankful to the 
Fire Marshall for his help and said that he would like to have the CERT people trained by the 
Fire Marshall next year so that vetting of fireworks could be more efficient. It was noted that 
SV is now known for a safe place to let off fireworks and that our audience will grow. We need
to be prepared for a large attendance next year.

Safety Fair
Mike said that the organisers are checking on those attending that they are still coming and 
what they will need.  We hope to have a BECoN demonstration available by that time. It is 
possible that We may have a rescue helicopter come in which case we could plan a small 
exercise for CERT and ACS to coincide and would advertise the safety fair this way.

CERT Trailer update
Grace said that  PSE has not yet answered our grant proposal. Rotary has given $1000 which
has been transferred to SWFA for the generator.  Chief Ralston will ask for money in the next 
budget for maintenance for the trailer which will be housed at the Fire Station. Grace will ask 
SSC for a donation.



VMC Pilot Program
Norm will liase with Patty and Mel of the Bellingham VMC in initiating a SV VMC.

BECoN
Mike and Grace reported on the progress by Dave Lillie. He will get a pop-up shelter with 
sides, that will accommodate the banner already ordered by Mike. He will ask SVARC for 
money for this. Lenny is already building a go-kit for the first BECoN which should be ready 
by Oct 15th for the Safety Fair.
Carol said that there is a request for $7000 in next year's SV budget which could be applied 
to this and other EPC projects, IF the budget is approved next year. Manwhile BECoN is 
being advertised in the Views.

Work Sessions
1  The SV Emergency Plan.  The update plan by Henry has been delivered to the 

county. It needs to be available to all of SV. 

2  The CR After Action Report indicates a need for improvement in many aspects. We 
need to set goals for training, identifying weaknesses and mitigating where possible.

3  Part of preparedness is educating the people of SV. Carol will work with the  
Communications committee to make the Emergency Plan available on the cloud, 

possibly on the SV web site, although it is large.

A first work session on 5th August at El Agave at 9am will organise who will work on which 
project

New Business
Ham radio:  Lenny is running daytime classes for the Technician Class for LWSS.  Evening 
classes will run in the fall.

Area 1 netchecks and Whatcom county net checks are being attended by Con, Marty and 
Frank. Con was worried that the county check had not occurred, Dave H  will check that 
everyone is informed of times and frequencies. 

Owner questions
Richard is  finishing his CERT Class and had done some sums on water requirements if SV is
isolated by a Cascadia-type quake. He said that one rainbarrel full of water would be required 
per person per month of isolation. He suggested that the shelter-in-place 72-hour supply 
would be vastly inadequate, and this should be  part of the information we should give to SV.

The meeting ended at 7:40.


