
Notes:   

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014 at 9:00 AM, ADULT CENTER 

 

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Carol Houlton called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM.   

EPC Members present were: Carol Houlton, Chair; Brenda Sample, Art 
Bullock, Lenny Angello, Jerry Shearer, Alishia Joubert, Anne Mosness and 
Kathyrn Finn who are also members of the ACC, Penny Bamford and Ginette 
Lisbonne-Young.    

Absent:  Mitch Waterman, Jo Jean Kos, Tony Darminim, and Grace Shaffner – 
excused. 

Guests included:  David Narsico and Leslie McRoberts, members of the 
Communications Committee. 

III.  ADOPTION OF AGENDA: The agenda was submitted to EPC members in 
advance of the meeting and was quickly approved. 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes, also submitted prior to the meeting, 
were approved without objection. 

V.  NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS:  Carol Houlton introduced new members 
of the committee. 

VI.  GROUND RULES FOR MEETINGS: Carol Houlton reminded the committee 
that Robert’s Rules of Order will be used in meetings.  As members increase 
we will revisit this as well as other meeting options, i.e., subcommittees. 

VII.  PROJECT UPDATES: 

A.  Emergency Information System:  Brenda Sample reviewed progress 
on the institution of the EIS.  The station is now on air with Chief of 
Security Art Bullock providing daily updates. 

 Next steps include: (1) determining optimal signage for the system; 
(2) locating sources of update information (e.g., Petelco) and 
developing systems for scripting that information; (3) training staff in 
reporting events affecting egress and ingress from Sudden Valley; and 
(4) testing strength of the signal and identifying dead spots in the 
community.  

 The following suggestions were made regarding potential signage.  
Brenda will get additional bids taking these into consideration:  

 1. Consider double-sided signs.   

2. Use standard format and colors for travelers’ information signs 
(blue and white). 



3. Use smaller signs than the 3x4 signs in the bid obtained by 
EMB.  Three was generally considered to be sufficient if those 
are well-placed at ingress and egress locations such as both 
ends of Whatcom Blvd. and Lake Louise. 

4. Contact Dave Ralston to find out about the possibility of County 
Road Signs (Brenda Sample). 

Other suggestions for advertising the availability of the EIS included:   

1. Making notification of the system a standard item in the 
Sudden Valley Views. 

2. Making notification of EIS a prominent feature on SV website. 

3. Notifications in social media sites. 

Carol Houlton will work with the Communications Committee and 
EMB on these suggestions. 

B.  CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) 

There is a need for the members of the committee to recruit 
candidates for training.  There is also a need to train trainers.  Both 
Tony Darmanin and Carol Houlton have expressed interest in 
completing that course. 

C.  Forest Management  

Ann Mosness reported briefly on her interviews with Whatcom 
County officials about ways to better manage SV forests.  She has also 
collected a great deal of data from sources about Whatcom County’s 
regulations for managing forests.  She expressed her intention to help 
us make decisions based on facts rather than opinion and 
recommends we enlist the knowledge of experts in this area. Our goal 
will be to make Sudden Valley safer for residents in an 
environmentally responsible way, i.e., to manage the forest in ways 
that will make it healthier and less vulnerable to fire and insect 
infestations due to overgrowth and accumulation of brush and debris. 

It was reported that EMB is now working on a plan to better manage 
SV-owned lots and common areas, and to provide opportunities for 
individual owners to clear brush and downed limbs from their 
properties.   

VIII.  PROJECTS LOOKING FOR LEADERSHIP 

  A.  Emergency Preparedness Manual Revision 

B.  Red Cross, State and Local Emergency Management 

C.  Eligibility for Washington State Emergency Management 
Division’s “Community Point of Distribution” Program 

D.  Seaplane Rescue Plan – Fly-in 



The area drill will be in Renton this year.  Individuals who have 
participated in the past could both help in Renton and learn 
from their drill. 

Chief Bullock recommended that we find a community member 
willing to serve as Coordinator of Emergency Planning.  

E. Neighborhood Watch.  This is another component of 
emergency planning. 

 

 

X.  CLOSE/ADJOURN 

 The meeting was adjourned  at 10:02 A.M. 


