
 
 

Emergency Preparedness Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 4, 2014 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – 8:02 am 
 

ROLL CALL:  Present:  Carol Houlton, Brenda Sample, Mitch Waterman, Jerry Shearer, Tony Darmanin.  Absent 
were Jo Jean Kos and Art Bullock.  Carol Houlton and Mitch Waterman are co-chairmen of the committee.  
Additional people present:  Carol Bauman and Leslie McRoberts. 

 
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – We had no record of prior minutes to approve. 

 
III. PROJECT UPDATES AND NEW ASSIGNMENTS 

 
a. Emergency Information System – Brenda Sample gave an update regarding the radio system.  

She has spoken to Lenny Angello who initially helped install and start the program, and who will 
now help maintain the equipment.  She feels that to be successful we will need to promote the 
program with signs at the gates and perhaps at the mailboxes.  There was discussion about 
signage in general and it was agreed that Brenda would work with the Communications 
Committee to develop a plan and proposal with a due date of May 1.   The proposal will then be 
presented to the Finance Committee and the BOD for approval.   
 
MOTION:  Mitch Waterman moved that the Emergency Preparedness Committee request 
a 90-day interim authority to activate the Emergency Information System.  During the next 
90 days Brenda Sample will conduct a full scope defining/clarifying Roles & 
Responsibilities for the radio components and FCC License requirements, annual/ 
replacement budget requirements, communications plan (in conjunction with Leslie 
McRoberts).  Carol Houlton seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.   
 
Tony Darmanin expressed concern about who holds the FCC license.  In order for us to operate 
it, it will need to be in SVCA’s or the Fire Department’s name.  Tony will check on this. 
 

b. Neighborhood Watch – The general consensus was that there was an attempt to start this 
program in the past but there did not seem to be enough involvement to be successful.  There 
are apparently outside resources available for the program once a group is organized.  We will 
seek a member of this committee to lead that project. 
 

c. Red Cross, State and Local Emergency Management – There was discussion about the Adult 
Center being a Red Cross disaster station but it is currently unclear who is checking and 
updating the supplies.  A member of our committee will need to manage that process, and to find 
out under what circumstances it would be activated.  It could have been helpful during the recent 
power outage, but a large deterrent is the lack of a generator.  In addition, we need managers in 
Sudden Valley.  Carol Houlton will check with Jo Jean Kos about the status of this program.  
Mitch Waterman expressed concern about availability of water in an emergency.  Leslie 
McRoberts stated the Water District has large pumps and emergency generators that will ensure 
an adequate supply of water in the event of an emergency. 

 
d. Emergency Preparedness Manual Revision – The current manual is out of date and includes the 

name of individuals who would be responsible for various aspects.  It was agreed that we need 
a more up to date format and names should not be included.  Carol Houlton is trying to secure a 
copy of a manual from FEMA to use as a boilerplate.  An individual on the committee will need to 
be assigned to manage the update process. 

 
e. Seaplane Rescue Plan (Fly-in) – This event will be held in Renton this year, most likely because 

we were not able to gather enough support for it to be effective in Sudden Valley.  Tony 



suggested some of our members attend the event on June 8, 2014.  It would be good 
experience for us and would also show our interest in Emergency Preparedness.  We can also 
promote it here.  Sky Terry is the coordinator.  There was discussion about the requirement for 
people who know how to use radios as being critical to the event.  Tony suggested that radio 
operators make the event much better but it can be run without them. 

 
f. Eligibility for Washington State Emergency Management Division’s “Community Point of 

Distribution” Program – Brenda has taken the training which makes us eligible to begin the 
process.  In an emergency situation we could become a “Community Point of Distribution” which 
would benefit our community as we would be a focal point for the area rather than hoping for 
help from another location.  To be able to initiate the program we need 40 people who can 
attend training and then participate in drills twice a year.  This is another area that needs 
committee member leadership.  Tony added CERT to our agenda but as time was running short, 
he just mentioned that CERT would dovetail nicely and be similar to this program.  We will 
discuss CERT in more detail in a future meeting.  It would also require 40 to 50 people.  Mitch 
asked if there is a local Boy Scout group here.  He will find out the name of the Scout Master 
and determine if they have any interest in being involved in our committee. 

 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS –  
 
a. Fire and Forest Safety – Mitch led a discussion about fire safety and the health of our forest.  He 

and Carol Houlton have had meetings with a number of people including Dave Ralston, Fire 
Chief, and with Jeff Schlaack, the GM, as well as several experts in forestry.  There is general 
concern about the risk of fire in our valley.  Mitch will lead this project and will be researching 
how to best evaluate and create a plan for mitigating our risk.  Carol Bauman and Jerry Shearer 
have volunteered to assist Mitch. 
 

V. MEMBER QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS – They were incorporated into the meeting as their input was 
timely for our discussions.   
 

VI. FUTURE MEETINGS – Meeting days and times were discussed and it was decided that the first 
Tuesday of each month at 9:00 am will be our standing meeting time.  The next meeting will be held 
March 4, 2014 at 9:00 in the Adult Center.  Carol Houlton stated that we will need many more people 
on our committee as well as a larger supporting group to accomplish that we need to do.  She asked 
that everyone seek additional interested members.  She also intends to re-submit the idea of a 
permanent Emergency Preparedness Committee to the ballot for approval at the AGM in November. 

 
VII. MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:00 AM 


