
FEBURARY MINUTES 

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, FEBURARY, 2015 

EL AGAVE MEETING AREA 

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Chairperson Mike D'Angelo called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  

II. ROLL CALL : Present - Mike D'Angelo, David Narsico, Lenny Angello, Suzanne 

Blangsted, Norm Smith,  Carol Bauman, Carol Houlton, Owen Bamford, Penny Bamford , 

Grace Shaffner, Anne Mosness,  Randy Cuellar 

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA - Approved with correction 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Approved 

V. PROJECT UPDATES  

A. Emergency Radio/HAM Radio update; the radio club is functional, however, there 

has not been a discussion held that the radio club as a “fixed arm” to support the 

Sudden Valley Emergency Preparedness Committee. Until there is a linkage for the 

radio club as part of the communication unit, there is not an existing plan – there is 

nothing official to support. 

Currently there are 12 registered radio operators; the goal is to marry up a 

radio/communications operator with a CERT team (organized by gate). Until CERT 

is organized as an active response entity, the integrations with radio cannot effectively 

occur.  

B. CERT : Training is scheduled from March 2
nd

 to April 20
th

 (Syllabus available for 

class topics and times.) Registration is on- going and there are currently 13 students 

registered.  

 

Committee member Lenny Angello will help to facilitate a discussion on the purpose 

of having a CERT trained volunteers. CERT teams are designed to be teams of 5, with 

a structure of a leader, 2 teams of 2 for search and communications ability. Based on 

how Sudden Valley is organized by gates, the goal of CERT should be as follows: 

 

- Organized by gates (or possibly area) 

- CERT needs to be an organization that meets regularly (similar to the HAM radio 

group) 

- CERT teams need to participate in drills and exercises to keep proficient 

- CERT teams need to have ongoing training 

Committee member Carol Houlton also brought up the a goal of the committee was to 

have a cadre of 50 trained CERT members to adequately be able to respond to the an 

incident at the gates that have a large footprint.  



B. CERT Training (cont.) 

  

The committee discussed in depth that CERT should follow and ICS structure to 

seamlessly be part of any response. The committee’s collective decision was that 

Emergency Preparedness Committee involvement in a response, drill or exercise 

would follow the ICS system. 

C. ICS Training: A briefing was given on the potential for having a classroom training 

session for ICS basic. Per Whatcom DEM Deputy Director (Kent Catlin) classroom 

sessions are conducted but DEM will not sponsor a class until there is a commitment 

of 45 students.  

 

A follow-up discussion was held on taking the online FEMA courses. The takeaway is 

that staff would send an email out to the committee with the hyperlink to the FEMA 

ICS online training. Committee members were encouraged to take the online courses 

vice waiting for the Whatcom DEM to organize a class. 

 

D. Staff report was given by N. R. SMITH on behalf of Sky Terry ESRP coordinator. 

Staff report as follows: 

 

- ERSP Fly-in scheduled for July 18 

- Transportation of supplies via air; potential for use of ground aircraft to ferry 100 

to 300 ----- of supplies to a designated airport for use in the “fly-in” is in the 

discussion phase. 

- Mt Baker Chapter of the Red Cross; discussion between ESRP coordinator and 

the Mt. Baker Chapter of the Red Cross have occurred. The Red Cross has 

tentatively agreed to be observers for the ESRP fly-in. 

- Heavy Lift Sea Planes: ESRP coordinator is in discussion to have (2) heavy lift sea 

planes participate in the exercise. (Note: per phone call on 02/13/15 between ESRP 

coordinator and N. R. SMITH, ESRP has received a commitment that a Catalina 

PBY will be participating in the ESRP fly-in – the PBY was the same aircraft 

utilized in WWII as long range reconnaissance and search and rescue) 

- A revised ESRP Exercise Plan was distributed to the committee 

The committee discussed how the fly-in should be organized utilizing an ICS model. 

The decision from the Sudden Valley Community Association (SCVA) Emergency 

Preparedness Committee is that all SCVA emergency preparedness or response 

activates will utilize the ICS model, this will also mean that ICS training is necessary 

to participate/coordinate these events. 

E. Safety Fair, date is set for October, 17
th

 2015. Currently there has been a commitment 

from the Whatcom County DEM and Mt. Baker Chapter of the Red Cross. The 2014 

participant list will be forwarded to staff to make contacts with other agencies.  

 

 

 



 

 

F. Fire Works : the following information was shared with the committee: 

- WCSO area deputy will be at the marina for the event. 

- Pacific Security has an event team, a proposal will be needed to add the event 

team due to cost to SCVA 

The committee discussed the risk vs. gain on continuing to have the ability to have 

fireworks utilized at the marina. The risk is that if the activity were banned that 

residents would launch both legal and illegal fireworks at the association gates in the 

areas where there is a forest which could be impacted and result in a potential forest 

fire. The other risk factor was the exposure of chemicals into the Lake Whatcom as 

well as the amount of garbage after the event.  

The chairman and co-chairman and committee member (who are on the SCVA BOD) 

are going to discuss whether if the firework issue should be a discussed at a full SCVA 

BOD meeting. 

VI.  New Business: The following new business items were discussed: 

- Change in the Red Cross emergency shelter. Discussion will be held with shelter 

coordinator on conducting “a needs assessment” of the Red Cross foot print in 

Sudden Valley due to the population density. 

- Quarterly community awareness session. The committee wants to explore having 

scheduled “town halls” to discuss emergency response and preparedness topics. 

The decision was to have a project team assembled, committee co-chair David 

Narsico to coordinate formation of the team and establish process 

- Evaluate response by vessel for emergency evacuation in case of an all hazardous 

event. 

VII. Questions and Comments: No owners present.  

VIII. Meeting was adjourned at 10:50 AM. 

 

  

 


