
MINUTES 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2014 at 9:00 AM 

ADULT CENTER 

  

I.  CALL TO ORDER: Co-chairperson Carol Houlton called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.   

  

II. ROLL CALL: EPC Members present were: Art Bullock, Tony Darmanim, Grace Shaffner, 

Anne Mosness, Kathryn Finn, Alishia Joubert, Jerry Shearer, Suzanne Blangsted and Carol 

Bauman, Alternate.    

Absent:  Mitch Waterman, Jo Jean Kos, Brenda Sample, Ginette Lisbonne-Young, Lenny 

Angello and Penny Bamford.   

  

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: Kathryn Finn asked to add Emergency Signs to the agenda, and 

Grace Shaffner asked to add Disaster Preparedness, What to Do to Make It Through. 

The agenda was approved as amended.  

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the April meeting submitted prior to the 

meeting were approved without objection. 

  

V.   PROJECT UPDATES: 

A.  Seaplane Rescue Plan Fly-in – Renton or Here?  Carol Houlton was contacted by Sky 

Terry last week requesting our assistance in holding the Fly-in in Sudden Valley.  He is the 

coordinator of the Emergency Seaplane Rescue Plan (ESRP) and needed our help as Renton 

was unable to conduct the training at the last minute.  Unfortunately the Seaplane pilots 

have since pulled out since the City of Bellingham and Whatcom County recently passed a 

regulation protecting Lake Whatcom against Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS).  The Seaplane 

Pilots Association is fearful that the regulation will put pilots at risk of being in violation 

should they land on the Lake.  They want a permanent solution before the Fly-in date.  Sky 

and Art Bullock are working with them and the City of Bellingham to come up with a 

solution.  ESRP has been adopted in Washington State.  If we do in fact hold the event here, 

it was suggested that we invite Sheriff Elfo and his Emergency Preparedness team.  Jerry 

also suggested we invite the Bellingham Herald to cover the event.  Suzanne Blangsted will 

check to see if the Older airstrip could be used as an alternative to landing on the lake. 

 

B.  Emergency Information System – The system was down for nearly two weeks because 

the Fire Station’s internet was down.  This prevented Security from being able to record a 

daily message remotely.  As they usually record the message at around 5 A.M. and the Fire 

Station is not open at that time, it was not possible to record the message directly at the 

designated phone.  Art is working with the Fire Station to be approved to get a code that 

allows us access in the future if needed, especially in the event of a true emergency.  This 

will also be included in the operating procedures. 

 

C.  CERT Training – Tony Darmanin will contact the trainers to find dates so we can begin 

scheduling classes.  He will also find out what the age limit is for being CERT trained in 

hopes we can attract some teenagers.  The following individuals have expressed an interest 

in being CERT trained:  Carol Houlton, Carol Bauman, Grace Shaffner, Jerry Shearer, 

Ginette Lisbonne-Young, Alishia Joubert, Suzanne Blangsted, Kathryn Finn, Anne 

Mosness, Jo Jean Kos, Mitch Waterman, and Brenda Sample.  Tony Darmanin and Art 

Bullock would like to become certified as trainers. 



 

D.  Forest Management – Carol Houlton has requested bids from three foresters/arborists to 

update or create a new Forest Management Plan.  Two bids have been received back with 

one more due the end of May. 

 

E.  Emergency Preparedness Manual Revision – On hold 

  

F.  Red Cross, State and Local Emergency Management – Carol Bauman will talk to the 

Communications Committee about the possibility of conducting a fundraiser to fund a Red 

Cross approved generator for the Adult Center.  Grace will contact Chuck McGroddy to get 

an idea of what he did to get the Adult Center approved as a Red Cross site and what we 

need to do to maintain it, as well as who is authorized in Sudden Valley to open it in the 

event of an emergency.  Tony Darmanin stated he checks supplies regularly. 

 

G.  Eligibility for Washington State Emergency Management Division’s “Community Point 

of Distribution” Program – on hold. 

 

H.  Speeding and Traffic Safety – Carol Houlton reported that Admin contacted Sheriff 

Elfo’s office to request a bid to have off-duty police officers patrol Sudden Valley and stop 

speeders.  The cost was $73 per hour.  Admin is looking at other options and will report 

back to the Board of Directors what other solutions are available. 

 

VI.   NEW BUSINESS 

 

A. Emergency Signs – Kathryn Finn suggested that we need to have emergency 

signage throughout Sudden Valley giving people guidance to find escape routes 

during an emergency.  She will look into the matter and bring ideas to the next 

meeting. 

B. Disaster Preparedness – What to Do to Make it Through – Grace Shaffner found a 

handout in a Bellingham Herald that gives good information to individual 

homeowners about how to prepare for emergencies.  She will check to see if we 

can get reprints and will find out what the cost would be. 

C. First Aid Classes – Alishia Joubert would like to see first aid classes available.  

She will check with the YMCA to see if they offer such classes.  Also, she is 

aware of a firefighter/EMT who is also a mother here in SuddenValley.  She has 

been asked by several other mothers if she would teach a class on first aid for 

children.  Alishia will also check to find out if that is something she would do. 

D. Emergency Preparedness Awareness – Kathryn Finn will bring ideas to the next 

meeting about how to get people interested in Emergency Preparedness. 

  

OWNER QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS: None. 

 

VIII. CLOSE/ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 10:03 A.M. 

 
   


