
MINUTES 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COMMITTEE MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2014 at 9:00 AM 
ADULT CENTER 

  
I.  CALL TO ORDER: Co-chairperson Carol Houlton called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.   
  
II. ROLL CALL: EPC Members present were: Art Bullock, Tony Darmanin, Lenny Angello, 
Suzanne Blangsted, Jerry Shearer and Anne Mosness. 

Absent:  Mitch Waterman, Carol Bauman, Jo Jean Kos, Brenda Sample, Ginette Lisbonne-
Young, Kathryn Finn, Alishia Joubert, and Penny Bamford 
  
III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: The agenda was adopted as amended. 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Minutes were approved as presented. 
  
V.   PROJECT UPDATES: 
 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A.  Fly-in Recap:  Art will send out an email to request preferred timing for a July meeting 
to recap the Fly-in.  All participants will be invited.  We also discussed selecting a date for 
next year’s event early, hopefully around mid-July, as August would be too hot.  Art 
Bullock will talk to Steven Ratzlaff about what would work best for the seaplane pilots.  
Lenny Angello offered to create a Communications Team and Plan for next year.  He has 
the equipment and will work with people to get them trained with ham radio operator’s 
licenses, we need six people. 
B.  Emergency Information System:  Running smoothly, no report on signage. 
C.  CERT – Tony Darmanin will send out an email to all volunteers to determine whether 
evening or weekend classes would be preferred.  Bob Jacobson of the Whatcom County 
Sheriff’s Office coordinates classes.   
D.  Forest Management – Carol Houlton has talked to Clare Fogelsong, who is the Director 
of Natural Resources of the City of Bellingham, about being included in their Forest 
Management Study for less than doing the study on our own.  The company who will be 
conducting the study is one of two we received bids from.  Carol will follow up next week 
with Clare in hopes of meeting with him and the project manager. 
E.  Emergency Preparedness Manual Revision – on hold. 
F.  Red Cross, State and Local Emergency Management – on hold. 
G.  Eligibility for Washington State Emergency Management Division’s “Community Point 
of Distribution” Program – on hold 
H.  Speeding and Traffic Safety – referred to EMB for action.  Tony Darmanin reported that 
Security for SVCA does not have a back-up person to allow for stopping speeders.  Carol 
Houlton will ask EMB at the next meeting where they are in finding a solution. 
I.  Emergency Signs – no report, on hold. 
J.  Disaster Preparedness – What to Do to Make it Through – Tony Darmanin stated that this 
information is also available on the CERT website.  It expected that it will also be available 
at the Safety Fair. 
K.  First Aid Classes – It was decided to try to hold some first aid classes during the Safety 
Fair.  Erica Work and Kathy Erholm are possible contacts at the SV Fire Department.  Sky 
Terry may also have some individuals who would be willing to teach classes. 
L.  Emergency Preparedness Awareness – on hold 



 
VI. NEW BUSINESS: 

A.  Safety Fair:  The Fair is scheduled for October 11, 2014.  Carol Houlton has reserved the 
Dance Barn for the event but with the current investigations underway involving the 
powder post beetle infestation, she is waiting for the all-clear before firming up the date 
and starting to make plans and to promote it. 

B. Fireworks:  There was a significant amount of debris left from the fireworks event at the 
Marina on July 4.  There was no clean-up crew scheduled to clean it up.  There was 
discussion about suggesting to the Board we impose a ban on fireworks in Sudden 
Valley.  There was also discussion of some of the advantages and disadvantages.  The 
biggest fear is that if we ban fireworks at the Marina, they will be set off in 
neighborhoods which will be harder to control (not enough people in Security), and 
greater fire danger.  We also discussed possible ways to control it better.  Jerry Shearer 
informed the group about what is legal and illegal.  He will research what fires and 
injuries have occurred as a result of fireworks in Bellingham and in Sudden Valley.  He 
will also try to find out what Bellingham considered in their decision to ban fireworks 
and what the cost has been to enforce the ban.  And he will talk to Dave Ralston to find 
out his perspective.  He will bring that information to the next EPC meeting.   

 
VII. OWNER QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS: None. 
 
VIII. CLOSE/ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 AM 

 
   


