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Welcome!

• Welcome to tonight’s meeting and thank you for 
your participation!

• The purpose of this meeting is to present the 
proposed changes to Architectural Control Policy 
and ask for member feedback.

• First, we will share some background information 
about the Architectural Control Committee. Then, 
we will review the proposed changes.

• Our presentation is short, and most of the meeting 
will be dedicated to questions and comments. 
Members who would like to speak should come up 
to the podium and start by giving their name and 
property address.



Architectural Control Committee

Current Members
• Daniel Rodriguez, Chair
• Jo Jean Kos
• Patric Zwolenski
• Wayne Lee
• Dan Vink
• Allen Helvajian
• John Gingrich
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Members are elected each year 
to serve three-year terms

If there are not enough elected 
members, the Board of Directors 
may appoint members

Committee meets on the first 
and third Thursdays of each 
month



ACC Purpose & Objectives

The purpose of the Committee shall be to ensure the highest possible degree of harmony 
between natural and manmade systems, and that continued development does not unduly 
diminish the quality and aesthetic integrity of both the natural and built environments.

Our objectives are:

To create and maintain an 
aesthetically desirable community by 
encouraging sensitive architectural 
design of the individual residences, 
recreation retreats, condominiums, 
commercial structures and related 

facilities.

To encourage maximum creative 
architectural response to each 

individual site as well as to the area 
and region.

To protect individual property owners 
from the results of indiscriminate 
construction by others that would 

adversely affect surrounding property 
values and the general aesthetic 

quality of Sudden Valley.



Most Commonly Asked Question about 
Governance

Why do I have to get SVCA’s permission 
when I’ve already got a permit from 
Whatcom County?

SVCA’s Restrictive Covenants require 
owners to obtain ACC approval before 
beginning construction. Restrictive 
Covenants are legal requirements 
attached to your deed.

SVCA’s requirements are in addition to 
requirements imposed by Whatcom 
County.
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Architectural Control Policies

• The AC Policies Document lists all the rules governing new 
construction and exterior changes to existing properties

• This document can be found at:

SuddenValley.com/residents-resources/

• One change to the AC Policies was approved by the Board of Directors 
on May 9th and became effective immediately.

• Additional changes are being considered. The additional changes will 
become effective on January 1, 2025.
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Changes being considered:

• Reduce the maximum allowed driveway slope from 25% to 20%, 
dependent on the site

• Change the required setback from 5’ on each side, to a total of 15’ for 
the sum of the two side setbacks

• Include driveways in the calculation of lot coverage

• Require screening for hot tubs

• Require homeowners to maintain driveway culverts
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Site and lot requirements – Driveways
14.5.5

A maximum driveway slope shall not 
exceed 15%. A maximum driveway 
slope of up to 20% may be approved, 
dependent on the site, if the driveway 
is grooved or if other measures are 
taken to ensure that the driveway 
remains safe.

A maximum 
driveway slope 
shall not exceed 
25%.

Current Proposed



Site and lot requirements – Driveways
14.5.5



Site and lot requirements – Driveways
14.5.5



Site and lot requirements – Driveways
14.5.5

ProposedCurrent



Site and lot requirements – Driveways
14.5.5

County Link 
Section 505 - 
Page 11 

https://www.whatcomcounty.us/Faq.aspx?QID=231


Site and lot requirements – Setbacks
14.5.2

Minimum Sudden Valley setbacks 
are as follows: 
Front - Twenty (20) feet from right-
of-way 
Rear - Five (5) feet. 
Interior Side - At least Five (5) feet.  
Combined Interior Side setbacks 
must be at least twenty (20) feet.

Minimum Sudden Valley setbacks 
are as follows:
Front - Twenty (20) feet from right-
of-way 
Rear - Five (5) feet. 
Interior Side - Five (5) feet. 

Current Proposed



Site and lot requirements – Setbacks
14.5.2

No space for privacy screen Dog nuisance issues



Site and lot requirements – Setbacks
14.5.2

6 inch variance request

Builder errors that encroach setbacks



Site and lot requirements – Setbacks
14.5.2

Success on a tight lot



Property Coverage and Open Space Requirements:
14.5.1

Property Coverage Rule - The principle building 
and accessory structure footprint, inclusive of 
eave projections and driveways and exclusive of 
decks, shall occupy no more than thirty-five 
percent (35%) of the lot.

Additional requirement



Property Coverage and Open Space Requirements:
14.5.1



Structure requirements - Hot Tubs
14.6.7

Hot tubs must be screened from view of adjacent 
properties and roads by a privacy panel or similar 
design consistent with the design of the main 
structure (house).

Additional requirement



Structure requirements - Hot Tubs
14.6.7



Drainage requirements – Driveway Culverts
14.5.7 (b)

Within SVCA road right-of-way, the abutting property owner is 
responsible for culvert maintenance, including keeping ditches and 
ends of culvert pipes clear of debris that could impeded water flow. 
Should replacement or repair of any damaged or improperly installed 
culvert become necessary, it shall be the responsibility of the 
abutting property owner to replace or repair said culvert upon notice 
from SVCA.

Additional requirement



Drainage requirements – Driveway Culverts
14.5.7 (b)

• In SVCA, culverts are installed by property owners if their driveway crosses a 
ditch. The design and placement of the culvert is approved as part of the 
standard new construction submittal process.

• Culverts are installed in SVCA’s Right of Way (ROW) and require a revocable 
encroachment permit application to be approved by SVCA staff. This approval 
process ensures that construction in the ROW will not negatively affect 
drainage or maintenance of the ROW.

• Since homeowners install the culverts, it doesn’t make sense for SVCA to 
assume the responsibility to maintain them.

• This proposed change would align SVCA with Whatcom County, where 
maintenance of driveway culverts is the responsibility of the property owner.



Community 
Feedback
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