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By Bill Helm 
Editor

At its only December meeting, the 
Sudden Valley Community Association’s 
board of directors approved costs associat-
ed with tree and debris removal through-
out the association that were caused by the 
Nov. 19 windstorm.

According to a draft of the Dec. 12 meet-
ing’s minutes, the board unanimously ap-
proved $228,131 from the SVCA Roads 
Fund to cover the costs associated with 
removing trees and debris caused by the 
windstorm.

Part of this project, at a cost of $95K, 
is for Rawls Tree Service to remove trees 
and debris from the roadside throughout 
the Association. Initially, the board ap-
proved the $95K contract with Rawls to be 
covered by UDR (an undesignated reserve 
account).

Later in the meeting, the board unani-
mously de-obligated the $95,000 of fund-
ing from UDR and change this funding 
source for these approved cleanup activi-
ties to be utilized from the $228,131 Roads 
Fund.

Then-general manager Jo Anne Jensen 
explained in a Nov. 22 memo to the board 
that the windstorms caused extensive 
damage throughout the association.

“Many homes were damaged and al-
most all properties have downed trees, 
limbs and other debris that needs to be re-
moved,” Jensen explained to the board in 
her memo. “It is important to remove this 
debris so that it does not fill the ditches or 
block culverts that are needed for drain-
age. Debris should also be removed before 
we get snow, because it will make plowing 
more dangerous and less effective.”

Jensen explained to the board in a Dec. 
12 memo that by using Rawls to do the 
cleanup, Sudden Valley “got access to 20 
experienced crew members and heavy 
equipment with significantly more capac-
ity than our everyday equipment.”

“For example, Rawls is able to chip de-
bris up to 22 inches in diameter, and their 
unit also operates much more quickly,” 
Jensen wrote in the memo. “In only five 
days of clearing, Rawls Tree Service gener-

SVCA approves funding for 
windstorm tree, debris removal

Mail theft 
increase 
in Sudden 
Valley, 
USPS says

Zoe Russom, customer service 
manager with the US Postal Service 
covering Bellingham and Mount Bak-
er, wrote Sudden Valley residents on 
Dec. 28 about mail theft. In her letter, 
Russom explained that mail theft in 
Bellingham has increased in the past 
few months.

“It appears that it has now moved 
to the Sudden Valley area as of a few 
weeks ago,” she wrote in her letter. 
“Please know that we are aware of this 
theft, and we are taking steps to re-
place the locks on all the CBU’s (mail 
receptacles) in Bellingham, starting 
with the Sudden Valley community. 
The new locks will provide more secu-
rity than the current locks that are in-
stalled. The locks have been approved 
and ordered; however, I do not have an 
anticipated delivery date for them yet.”

“In the meantime, I want to ensure 
that you are aware of steps you can 
take to help reduce the chances of mail 
theft occurring: 

• Please pick up your mail daily, 
preferably before the sun sets. 

• Any outgoing mail that you may 
have please consider dropping it in a 
nearby blue collection box.

The nearest collection boxes are 
located in Bellingham at 1941 Lake 
Whatcom Blvd., and 2410 Alabama St.

• If you elect to place outgoing mail 
in the outgoing slot of the mailboxes, 
please do so in the morning hours 
(preferably after sunrise and before 
the carrier has come for the day). 

• Sign up for Informed Delivery and 
get daily digest emails that preview 
your letter mail and packages that are 
scheduled to arrive, you can do this 
at usps.com/manage/informed-deliv-
ery.htm 

• Be vigilant and if you notice sus-
picious activity please report it to the 
local police immediately. 

• You also have the option of com-
ing into our facility at 3150 Orleans St., 
Bellingham and placing your mail on 
hold in the office. Where you can come 
in at your convenience to our retail 
window with ID and pick up your mail 
until the locks have been changed. 

For more information, email Zoe 
Russom at Zoe.A.Russom@usps.gov.

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

After the Nov. 19 bomb cy-
clone, many Sudden Valley 
homes and properties were left 
damaged by falling trees and de-
bris. 

The unprecedented storm 
brought with it many challenges 
for residents, and Sudden Val-
ley conducted a storm damage 
survey to assess the damage to 
request assistance. 

The survey resulted in a team 
of volunteers stepping in to help.

Team Rubicon is a veteran-

led humanitarian aid organiza-
tion that specializes in disaster 
response. On Dec. 6-7, Team Ru-
bicon helped clear debris off 15 
Sudden Valley properties. 

From moving branches to 
clearing downed trees, Team Ru-
bicon spent two full days helping 
Sudden Valley residents return 
their yards to their pre-storm 
state.

Sudden Valley housed Team 
Rubicon in the Sunshine Room 
in the Community Center and 
provided full meals with financial 
help from Toyota of Bellingham. 

The Community Center be-

came their base of operation, 
where they planned their route 
and stored their gear. Sudden 
Valley Maintenance partnered 
with Team Rubicon to chip de-
bris brought to the roadside. 

On the West Coast, Team 
Rubicon generally does more 
mitigation work to prevent forest 
fires. 

While storm response was 
their primary goal, clearing the 
debris mitigates fires during the 
dry seasons. 

To volunteer or donate to 
Team Rubicon, visit teamrubico-
nusa.org. 

Special 
thanks to 
Toyota of 

Bellingham 
as they 

helped fund 
food for 

Team 
Rubicon.

Sudden Valley volunteers respond to disaster

From moving branches to clearing downed trees, Team Rubicon spent two full days helping Sudden Valley 
residents return their yards to their pre-storm state. (SVCA photo)

See SVCA Board on 11
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

2025 New Homes Are Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident

• 30+ years lending experience

KRISTEN CLEANS LLC

Kristen Wyngaert,
Owner
(360) 559-7992

kristenwyngaert@icloud.com

Move out cleans
Move in cleans
New construction cleans
Residential cleans

By Ray Meador
SVCA Board Member

More than 70 brave Sudden 
Valley residents started 2025 
by taking a plunge in the chilly 
46-degree waters of Lake What-
com New Year’s Day.  

Some were in and out quickly, 
but one bear - Willadee Worthing-

ton King stated in the water 10 
minutes, while four bears - Ruth 
Musonla, Ron Russ, Corby Wor-
line and Christine Simmons all 
stayed in the water for 12 minutes.

All who stayed in the water for 
12 minutes were rewarded with a 
tumbler or heated commuter cup.  
Everyone was in great spirits, in-
cluding the approximately 30 on-
lookers.

Thanks to Rob, Bob and Randy 
Stevenson for building the fires 
that had to be started with a torch, 
and Trang Worline, CTK and 
Taimi Van de Polder for providing 
hot coffee, cider and hot choco-
late. 

Polar bear plunge into the New Year

To kick off 2025, more 
than 70 Sudden Valley 
residents plunged into 
the chilly 46-degree wa-
ters of Lake Whatcom 
on New Year’s Day. Four 
people stayed in the wa-
ter for 12 minutes. (Pho-

tos by Karina Stevenson/SVCA)

Congratulations to Jo Anne Jensen and Michael Bennett

On Dec. 20, 2024, Jo Anne Jensen retired as general man-
ager of the Sudden Valley Community Association. Her 
successor, Michael Bennett, began his role as the new 
general manager on Dec. 10. Please enjoy some photos 
from Jo Anne Jensen’s goodbye party and Michael Ben-
nett’s welcome celebration. (Maxx Robinson/SVCA)



January 2025 | Page 3Sudden Valley Views

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Keith McLean; Vice President: Taimi Van De Polder; Secretary: Linda 

Bradley; Treasurer: Laurie Robinson; Members: Rick Asai, Rob Gibbs, Tom 
Henning, Ray Meador, Stu Mitchell, Daniel Rodriguez, Andrew Tischleder.

  
Sudden Valley Views is the official publication of the Sudden Valley 

Community Association. Published monthly, it has a circulation of 4,074.
Publisher: Sudden Valley Community Association

Executive Editor: Lynden Tribune and Print Company
Layout and design: Bill Helm, 360-354-4444; bill@lyndentribune.com

Reporter: TBD, 360-354-4444, ext. 23; email@lyndentribune.com
Advertising Manager: Mitze Kester 360-354-4444; mitze@lyndentribune.com

    The Views is published monthly for a subscription price of $24 per year by the 
Sudden Valley Community Association. 
    POSTMASTER: Please send address changes (Form No. 3579) to Sudden Valley 
Community Association, 4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229.
    The acceptance of an ad in the Views does not constitute approval of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association. Comments expressed in the Views are not necessar-
ily the opinions of the SVCA, its officers or Board of Directors, but are solely those 
of the writers. No non-advertising portion of the Views is subject to pre-publication 
review by anyone but the editor.

Sudden Valley
Naturally!

Sudden Valley Views
Sudden Valley Community Association

4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
www.suddenvalley.com

  
Administration Offices / Member Services are 

in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 

Administration Offices/ Member Services: 360-734-6430
General Manager: JoAnne Jensen, jjensen@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 321
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
Accounts Receivable: Gil Martinez, ar@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 214
Accounts Payable: Davey Higashi, ap@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 215
Collections Specialist: Angie Huggins, acctclerk@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 243
Recreation Center Front Desk: 360-366-8450
Director of Golf: Kevin LeDuc, kleduc@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 331

DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Submitting letters 
to the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages letters to the editor. 
However, submissions must refrain from attacking individuals without providing 

supporting documentation or a rational and legally defensible justification.
Letters should be emailed to bill@lyndentribune.com and should not exceed 550 

words.
Your letter must include your full name, complete address and telephone number. 
Your address and telephone number will not be printed in the newspaper, but will 

be used for verification by newspaper staff.
Neither unsigned letters nor letters containing personal attacks of a libelous nature 

will be published.
The Sudden Valley Views reserves the right to edit or refuse any letter. 
All columns and letters on the opinion page are the views of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting articles 
of interest to the editor

SVCA members are encouraged to submit articles of interest for 
inclusion in the Views. Member submitted articles should focus on 
areas of interest to the Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking belong in the Letters to the 
Editor, and will not run as a member feature article. 

Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or advertisements dis-
guised as articles, will not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism for advertising a business, 
and that is where such information should be kept. 

However, to provide fair and equal access, consecutive submis-
sions by a member will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article for the following issue.

As a result of the impacts from the No-
vember 2024 bomb cyclone incident (Nov. 
17-25, 2024), limited disaster recovery fi-
nancial assistance is available to our com-
munity members that meet the eligibility 
criteria.

As part of the Disaster Proclamation is-
sued by Gov. Jay Inslee, in an announce-
ment on Jan. 7, some aspects of the state’s 
Individual Assistance program are now 
available to residents of Whatcom County 
who suffered damage from the storm.

Instruction on eligibility for assistance 
below, see “Important” paragraph.

The program can provide financial as-
sistance for extended sheltering, home 
repairs, and certain other unmet needs 
caused by the disaster.

This is a state financial assistance pro-
gram that is intended to support low-in-
come disaster survivors that meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

General Eligibility
To be eligible for State Individual Assis-

tance, an applicant must meet all general 
eligibility requirements outlined below in 
addition to any program-specific require-
ments.

Program applicants must:
• Be a resident of Whatcom County or 

tribal nation.
• Uninsured or Underinsured. If under-

insured, show proof of insurance and any 
claim settlement information related to 
the disaster.

• Present evidence of damages that are 

attributed to the declared disaster, includ-
ing but not limited to:

• Proof that the primary home 
was destroyed or rendered inaccessible 
(e.g., only the foundation remains, or there 
is a partial or complete failure of the roof, 
walls, framing, and/or the foundation; 
confirmed imminent health and/or safety 
danger such as broken gas lines, impend-
ing landslides, mudslides, or sinkholes).

• If applicant is seeking Medi-
cal/Dental assistance through Disaster-
caused Unmet Needs, proof of destroyed 
or major level of damage to primary resi-
dence is not required. 

• Provide proof of disaster assistance 
received from any other entity for this 
event (duplication of benefits). 

• Have a household income equal to or 
less than  80 percent of the Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) area median 
household income based on the num-
ber of persons in the household. HUD’s 
area median income includes the county 
or nearest metropolitan statistical area, 
whichever benefits the applicant. 

Number of persons in the home/In-
come equal to or less than

1/$59,150
2/$67,550
3/$76,050
4/$84,450
5/$91,220
6/$98K
7/$104,750
8/$111,500

• Small Business Administration (SBA) 

Application requirements are waived for 
Whatcom County, as SBA assistance is 
not available for Whatcom County house-
holds based on SBA’s announcement. 

IMPORTANT:    If the general eligi-
bility criteria listed above seem to ap-
ply to you, help us determine if you 
are eligible for assistance by complet-
ing the survey at https://survey123.
arcgis.com/share/b952c6c1ed7a4d-
6d9861ea60e2c10890. You must complete 
this survey to move on in the process to 
determine if you may be eligible for finan-
cial assistance.  

Explanation of Programs Activated
Housing Assistance
Extended Sheltering Assistance

• Extended Sheltering Assistance pro-
vides transitional shelter for displaced 
survivors for a limited period of time. The 
intent of this program is to support survi-
vors in situations where congregate shel-
tering is not feasible or no longer available 
so they can begin to secure temporary or 
permanent housing accommodations.

• Up to three weeks of lodging and 
meal.

• Funds will cover up to state/
General Services Administration per diem 
for that specific location.

Home Repair
• Home repair assistance is available for 

owner-occupied primary residences and 
will be provided for the purpose of making 
repairs to restore the home to a habitable 

condition. Assistance is available up to the 
maximum Housing Assistance award.

 
Disaster-Caused Unmet Needs
Household Needs Grant

• The Household Needs Grant (HNG) 
is available to disaster survivors who have 
sustained verified damages in the Major 
or Destroyed categories. The intent of this 
grant is to provide survivors with prompt 
assistance to help stabilize their initial re-
covery. An application for an SBA disaster 
loan, if available, is not required for HNG 
assistance.

Household Needs Assistance
• Survivors may be eligible for addi-

tional assistance to meet disaster-caused 
unmet needs. This assistance will be ap-
proved on a case-by-case basis up to the 
maximum amount of Household Needs 
Assistance. Disaster-caused unmet needs 
may include but are not limited to:

1. Medical/dental
2. Transportation assistance (repair/

replace)
3. Funeral assistance
4. Childcare assistance
5. Personal property
6. Accessibility items

The Washington State Individual Assis-
tance program is established under  state 
law.

If you have questions, contact What-
com County Sheriff’s Office Division of 
Emergency Management at 360-676-6681 
or wcsodem@co.whatcom.wa.us. 

November 2024 Bomb Cyclone Individual Assistance
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

Maintenance

Activity Summary
• Assisted Team Rubicon with 
volunteer efforts 
• Continued storm cleanup 
efforts
• Removed tree from over the 
roadway on Mountain Ash 
Court
• Removed tree from over the 
roadway on Sigma Circle
• Removed tree from over the 
roadway on Wisteria Lane
• Removed tree from over the 
roadway on Grandview Lane
• Removed broken limb from 
large tree on Par Lane
• Removed fallen tree in Straw-
berry Park
• Transported debris accumu-
lated during street sweeping
• Repaired boat launch gate at 
the Marina
• Repaired road shoulder on 
Southern Court
• Repaired road shoulder at 
entrance to Gate 5
• Repaired stormwater line and 
sink hole on Oval Ct.
• Repaired re-set switch on 
wood-chipper
• Repaired storm water catch 
basin on Spring Road 
• Repaired electrical outlet 
cover and performed sheetrock 
repairs at Adult Center
• Replaced street sign on Polo 
Park
• Replaced stop sign on Mari-

gold Drive
• Installed new signage on 
Southern Court
• Cleared blockage in storm line 
on Rocky Ridge Drive
• Cleared blockage in storm line 
on Acorn Place
• Cleared catch basin and cul-
verts during heavy rain event
• Installed conduit for gate 
card reader at tennis court and 
backfilled electrical connection 
trench
• Installed sander and plow on 
OP-20
• Installed plow and sander on 
UTV
• Set up the Christmas tree and 
lights at the Rec Center
• Adjusted HVAC system at Adult 
Center 
• Gutters were cleaned on all 
SVCA facilities

Successes
• The timely response to wind-
storm event was appreciated by 
outside agencies and residents
• Fall street sweeping has been 
completed
• Cameras and gate card readers 
are operational at tennis courts
• Site evaluations for hazard tree 
requests are up to date 

Planned Work
• Continue storm cleanup ef-
forts
• Repair fence at Turf Care
• Remove fence at Welcome 
Center

• First aid & CPR Training
• Snowplow training
• Install brine tank on tractor
• Repair water heater at Dance 
Barn
• Remove Christmas tree and 
lights at Rec Center
• Continue trash can container 
project
• Painting at the Rec Center
• Install dumpster at Rec Center 
parking lot for winter season

Golf
Activity Summary
• Promoted and prepared for 
our fifth winter series event, the 
How Low Can You Go Scramble 
– Jan. 4
• Prepared year-end reports for 
accounting
• Reviewed membership re-
cords for accuracy for start of 
2025
• Daily meeting with Greg on 
course conditions, preparation 
for events and future projects

Successes
• Early payment for membership 
is slightly ahead of 2024

Planned Work
• Inactivate handicap service to 
members that haven’t renewed 
membership by Dec. 31
• Run a successful How Low Can 
You go event
• Return pre-paid membership 

sales from October through De-
cember 2024 and re-ring Jan. 1 
into 2025 membership revenue
• Continue to contact 2024 out-
side events and rebook for 2025

Turf Care
Activity Summary
• Fall/Winter maintenance prac-
tices continue

Successes
• Equipment r/m continues
• Second windstorm cleanup 
branches/trees/debris substan-
tially complete from last event
• Meeting daily with Kevin to 
update course conditions and 
long-term strategies for the golf 
course
• Drain line installed on #11 
fairway completed
• Fairway turf aerating/slicing 
continues
• Bridge maintenance recom-
mendations substantially com-
plete. Bridge No. 2 scour hole to 
be filled and No. 3 bridge loose 
deck board to be replaced. All 
other recommended mainte-
nance is complete
• No. 13-14-15 greens repairs 
completed
• Removed large cottonwood 
tree felled by a Beaver in Austin 
Creek
• Significant repairs were com-
pleted on bridge at No. 10 hole 

including two additional steel 
beams installed
• Annual soil testing completed 
on all putting greens for next 
season nutritional/fertilizer 
needs
• Removed fallen Willow tree on 
No. 15 hole

Planned/Ongoing Work
• Turf equipment preventative 
maintenance is ongoing
• Wrap up bridge work. This will 
complete all Engineer mainte-
nance recommendations this 
go round
• Planning sod nursery and 
chipping green rebuild for 2025 
budget year
• No. 9 Green repairs ready to 
start
• Begin our annual sprinkler 
head clearing throughout the 
golf course
• Drainage work started on No. 
12 hole at green approach
• Start large garden cleanup 
around clubhouse/10 tee
• Attended to two residential tree 
removal requests for golf course 
trees with approvals pending
• Preparing temporary greens in 
anticipation of cooler frost delay 
starts on the course
• Clearing permanent yardage 
markers throughout the course
• Extensive pruning project on 
Willow trees throughout the 
course

Around the Valley in December 2024

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

Sudden Valley dues help keep 
the community association main-
tained and provide residents ac-
cess to various amenities. 

It’s important to pay dues on 
time to ensure proper upkeep of 
Sudden Valley. 

Here is a brief overview of Sud-
den Valley dues, from what they 
cover to how to pay them.

Sudden Valley dues for devel-
oped lots are currently $156.28 
per month, and undeveloped lots 
are $148.41 per month. 

Dues can be paid in a multi-
tude of ways, with one of the most 
popular methods being auto pay. 

For those on auto pay, dues 
payments will automatically be 
withdrawn from your preferred 
bank account once per month, 
usually on or around the fifth. 

To apply for autopay, please 
submit an ACH form, which can 
be found on the Sudden Valley 
website under Commonly Re-
quested Forms. 

For those not already on auto 
pay, you will be provided with a 
book of coupons via mail. 

These coupons indicate how 
much you owe each month to 

help ensure accurate payments. 
If you would like to mail a 

check to pay for dues, you may 
mail it along with your coupon to 
Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation at 4 Clubhouse Cir, Bell-
ingham, 98229. 

Also, we accept dues pay-
ments in person via cash or check 
at our Welcome Center at 1850 
Lake Whatcom Blvd. 

We also have a drop box on 
the side of the Welcome Center, 
which is checked multiple times 
per day. 

Dues may also be paid online 
with a debit or credit card through 
a website called Property Pay. 

The link to Property Pay is 
found on the Sudden Valley web-
site under Commonly Requested 
Forms. 

You will need to make an ac-
count with Property Pay and 
provide your Account Number, 
Association ID (0603), and Man-
agement ID (5545). 

Your Account Number is 
found on the coupons provided 
via mail. 

If you do not have access to 
your account number, please call 
the Welcome Center at 360-734-
6430.

Dues payments provide you 

access to Sudden Valley ameni-
ties, such as the pools and the fit-
ness center. 

To access the facilities, each 
resident will need an access card, 
which can be obtained at the Wel-
come Center or the Rec Center. 

The first access card per prop-
erty is free, and each additional 
card for additional residents is $8. 

If your card is missing, you can 
be issued a replacement for $15.

To be issued an access card, 
you must be listed as a resident 
in the Sudden Valley accounting 
system if you are over 18. If you 
are not in our system, you will not 
be issued a card. 

To be put in our system, the 
property owner must provide a 
lease agreement or an email stat-
ing each person that lives at the 
property. 

If you are a renter, the property 
owner will need to submit an As-
signment of Recreational Mem-
bership Rights form, giving their 
rights to the amenities to you. 

This form is found on the Sud-
den Valley website under Com-
monly Requested Forms. 

A lease agreement, Assign-
ment of Recreational Member-
ship Rights form, or email con-
firming residence can be sent to 
office@suddenvalley.com. 

In addition to providing access 
to the amenities, dues payments 
also help maintain Sudden Val-
ley. Road work, snow plowing, 
hazard tree removal from Sud-
den Valley property, tennis court 
resurfacing, and general main-
tenance are all covered by your 
dues payments. 

For any questions, please call 
the Welcome Center at 360-734-
6430 or send us an email at of-
fice@suddenvalley.com.

A guide to Sudden Valley dues in 2025
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360-647-5050

CARMEN ANDREW GREG PAUL SYDNEY WEITZEL CORBY WORLINE

Despite a challenging real estate market in 2024

is honored to be Sudden Valley’s 
RE/MAX WHATCOM COUNTY

Reach out to your local
team of experts today!

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
BROKERAGE!BROKERAGE!  

    www.nwhomes.net | 1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, WA 98229

Do you know any kids who should be featured in Kids Views? Anyone interested in 
contributing to Kids Views should send their submissions 
to Taimi Van de Polder at bodvandepolder@suddenval-
ley.com. Please include names and ages of anyone in the 
photograph, and a brief description of what’s happening 
in the photograph would be great. Thank you.



Sudden Valley ViewsPage 6 | January 2025

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

To request a quote, or view our inventory of Legion
Lithium NEVs and Icon Lithium Powered carts, please visit: 
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 201-9774

Holiday sale extended through January!

$1000 OFF
All New In-Stock 

Carts!!

All Legion carts are considered NEV's (Neighborhood Electric Vehicle), are street
legal and come standard with: Lithium Battery with 5-Year Warranty,

25mph Top Speed, 4 Speaker Sound System with Sub-Woofer, 11 inch Touch Screen,
Apple Car Play Capability, Back Up Camera, Leather Seats,

and a 4-Year Warranty including Parts & Labor

2025 Committees are looking 
for volunteers to serve for the up-
coming year. There are many op-
portunities to serve on the follow-
ing committees:
• Architectural Control Commit-
tee
• Document Review Committee

• Finance Committee
• Long Range Planning Commit-
tee
• Safety Committee

Committees play an impor-

tant role in Sudden Valley and it’s 
a wonderful opportunity to be-
come an active involved member 
and share your talents serving the 
community. 

If you are interested in serving 
on any of the committees, please 
pick up a volunteer application at 
the office or you can find an elec-
tronic version on the Sudden Val-
ley website at E-form at: https://
suddenvalley.com/residents-re-
sources/volunteer/

Simply select the committee 
you wish to serve on.

2025 committee members needed

By Taimi Van de Polder
SVCA Vice President

Saturday, Dec.7, Sudden Valley resi-
dents enjoyed a day of pre-Christmas 
festivities, which included the return of 
the golf cart parade followed by a tree 
lighting ceremony. 

Families then went inside for pictures 
with the Grinch and the Candy Cane 
Twins with photos taken by Macy Adkin-
son.

Cookie decorating was a hit with 
kids both young and not so young, with 
nearly 200 cookies being decorated and 
enjoyed.  

Hot apple cider and hot chocolate 
with all the trimmings were served by 
Sudden Valley staff.

Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this event a success, with special 
thanks to Chris Weitzel as the Grinch and 
Carrie Van de Polder and Allison Thomp-
son as our Candy Cane Twins.

Tree lighting shines bright in Sudden Valley

Saturday, Dec. 7, Sudden Valley residents enjoyed a day of pre-Christmas 
festivities, which included the return of the golf cart parade followed by a 
tree lighting ceremony.  (Photos by Macy Adkinson and Taimi Van de Polder/SVCA)
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 
• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 
• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 
• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,300 $195 Single $2,500 $210
Couple $3,450 $290 Couple $3,800 $320
Family of 3+ $3,650 $310 Family of 3+ $4,000 $340
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,625 $140 After Noon Play $1,800 $155
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,850 $160
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,150 $100 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,250 $110
Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $37 Junior (17 and Younger) $380 $42

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $550 / year  -  $48 / mo.
Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $145 / year ($155 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2025 Memberships Are On Sale Now!
Receive aFREEround of golfwith paid-in-fullHOA dues!Exp. 1/31/25

 

Copyright©2024 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. 
Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718,  1-866-912-
with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or FHA and were not approved by 
HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to attend counseling 
sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old. 
Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an 
offer to enter into an agreement. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are 
subject to change without notice. All products are subject to credit and property approval. Other 
restrictions and limitations may apply.  

 

• No mandatory monthly payments 
to age 150* 

• Supplement cash flow  
• Refinance your debt 
• Pay for in-home health care  
• Home renovations/improvements 
• Preserve retirement assets ** 
• Increase available cash reserves  
• Preserve equity and retain title  
• Purchase a more appropriate home  

Thinking About a Reverse Mortgage Loan? 

 

Mike Mitchell  
CMPS, CRMP 
 

 

 

 

 

*Borrower must live in the home, maintain it, and pay property-
related charges, like taxes and insurance (and HOA fees, if 
applicable). 

Please 
situation
 

NMLS 1179477 

 Call Now 
360-685-6850 
 

Or scan 

 

Lock Service & Tree Service
• Lock-Outs: Car and Home $60

• Car Transponder Keys Cloned 

      (Bladed Type) $60

• Post Office Locks Replaced $65 (360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

*Prices valid for Sudden Valley residents only

Serving Sudden Valley for 40 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

By Cheryl Lovato Niles
Water Resource Educator
WSU Whatcom County Extension

Susan Miracle moved to Sud-
den Valley several years ago. The 
largest tree on her property is a 
variegated Japanese maple that 
just reaches the railing of the up-
per deck. 

But like most properties in 
Sudden Valley, the surrounding 
forest provides ample shade and 
a forest ambiance.

Susan had a professional land-
scaper taking care of the property 
for a few years but, as a life-long 
nature lover, she was uneasy with 
the landscaper’s use of herbicides 
to manage the weeds. 

With retirement on the hori-
zon, she looked forward to taking 
over the landscaping herself.  

I had the pleasure of meeting 
Miracle when she took the WSU 
Whatcom County Extension Gar-
dening Green course that I taught 
in April 2024. 

I followed up with her in the 
fall to learn whether she was able 
to use what she had learned in 
the course and what were her key 
takeaways.   

Taking the reins
Susan was motivated to en-

roll in the WSU Gardening Green 
course for several reasons. 

She wanted some practical 
know-how to boost her confi-
dence about taking the landscap-
ing reins, and she was drawn to 
the course’s emphasis on sustain-
ability. 

Learning ways to conserve wa-
ter and protect the broader envi-
ronment felt like an appropriate 
response to climate change. 

She also wanted to learn about 
less labor-intensive gardening 
methods that work with nature 
rather than against it.  

Landscape plans
The Gardening Green course 

features a series of exercises to 
help participants create a cus-

tomized landscaping plan for an 
area of their property.

Susan had recently removed a 
tree from a sloped area near the 
street and she focused her course 
exercises on that area – striv-
ing to gain an understanding of 
the sun exposure and soils there 
so that she could choose plants 
that would naturally do well and 
would also complement the es-
tablished Oregon grape.

Susan historically spent most 
of her time on the back deck 
where she gets a fabulous view of 
both her back and side gardens 
but, as she has spent more time in 
the yard, she’s developed a deep-
er appreciation for what she has. 

The overall aesthetic of her 
property is akin to a Japanese gar-
den in which the spaces between 
the plants are just as important as 
the plants themselves.

She’s noticed that the local 
deer, which are famous garden 
spoilers in Sudden Valley, don’t 
seem to browse her rhododen-
drons or azaleas and that’s good 
news. 

She likes both of those plants, 
and they grow well in her partly 
shady environment. She’s plan-
ning to add more rhododendrons 
and azaleas to her yard and to 
look for other plants that the deer 
aren’t keen on. 

She does have some favorites 
which unfortunately the deer also 
favor – but deer repellent helps to 
protect those.

As a retired engineer, Susan 
loves a good tool. She’s chosen 
several to help her manage her 
property sustainably. She’s plan-
ning to use a flame weeder to deal 
with weeds in the gravelly and 
rocky areas of her yard. 

She also has a combination 
leaf vacuum and shredding tool 
she’ll use to keep her driveway 
clear of fallen leaves. 

She plans to let those shred-
ded leaves decompose in her 
landscaping beds where they will 
enrich the soil, and she’s pleased 
that she won’t need to haul them 
off site.

Another tool Susan recently 
acquired is a set of root irrigators 
to help her deliver water directly 
to the trees and shrubs that need 
it, when they need it. 

Like drip irrigation or soaker 
hoses, root irrigators will help her 
to use just the right amount of 
water to keep the plants healthy, 
and they won’t encourage weeds 
because they’ll provide water 

only to the desired plants. 
Because of the deer who 

pass through her yard, she felt 
that root irrigators were a better 
choice than drip irrigation. 

Walking or running deer 
would likely tear out any drip 
lines.

Takeaways
Susan says that the Gardening 

Green course helped her to think 
through what she wanted to do 
with her property, and made her 
feel empowered to let go of the 
landscaper. 

Because of what she learned 
about plant hardiness zones, she 
plans to choose plants that are 
better able to withstand our peri-
odic cold snaps. 

Also, after learning more about 
the many benefits of mulch, she’s 
become a fan and plans to add it 
to her landscape.  

She reports that meeting the 
other course participants and 
learning from them was also 
fruitful. A discussion on microcli-
mates with another Sudden Val-
ley resident made her realize that 
she could grow tomatoes in Sud-
den Valley – so long as she chose 
the right variety and put them in 
the sunny spot on her elevated 
deck.    

But she said the most helpful 
takeaways were learning about 
her soils, and learning a process 
for evaluating sun exposure, so 
that she can put plants where 
they will naturally thrive.

Susan has noticed that people 
are often frustrated and dismayed 
when they try to garden with 
plants that they knew and loved 
in their last home, or even their 
childhood home, if those plants 
aren’t well suited for the condi-
tions at their new home. 

Her advice to other gardeners 
is “choose your plants well.”

Sudden Valley resident says choose your plants well

Susan Miracle moved to Sudden Valley several years ago. 
Her advice to other gardeners is “choose your plants 
well.” (Courtesy photo)
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Fidalgo Electric
Service Calls, EV Charging,

Lighting,
Backup Generator Systems

Troubleshooting Panel Upgrades
30 Years Experience • Licensed, Bonded, Insured

360-202-4262 www.fidalgoelectric.com

By Allen Helvajian
SVCA Compliance 
Manager

The new compliance 
manager for the Sudden 
Valley Community As-
sociation (SVCA) is Al-
len Helvajian. 

Allen comes to the 
role after serving as a 
member of the Archi-
tectural Control Com-
mittee (ACC) where he 
was appointed and then 
elected to serve in early 
2024.

The compliance 
manager assists the 
Sudden Valley Com-

munity Association in 
its administration and 
enforcement of the 
SVCA restrictive cov-
enants, bylaws, policies 
and rules & regulations, 
county ordinances, and 
state and federal laws. 

The compliance 
manager supports the 
ACC by managing AC 
submissions, reviews, 
decisions, inspections 
and communications.

Issues, complaints or 
concerns can be report-
ed to the SVCA by com-
pleting and submitting a 
complaint form. 

The form can be 

found in the Commonly 
Requested Forms sec-
tion of the Sudden Valley 
website (suddenvalley.
com/home/commonly-
requested-forms) near 
the bottom of the web 
page in the Security, 
Safety and Compliance 
section.

Once the form is re-
ceived and reviewed by 
the compliance manag-
er, the investigation and 
documentation process 
begins. 

If a violation is found, 
the compliance man-
ager will contact the 
homeowner by letter 

and/or phone to discuss 
mitigation strategies 
and a time frame for re-
solving the issue.

Please note that 
property owners are re-
sponsible for violations 
by tenants and short-
term renters. 

If the violation is 
egregious or mitiga-
tion is not achieved 
within the specified 
time frame, a fine or fee 
may be imposed on the 
homeowner.

If the fee is unpaid, 
additional interest or 
fees may also be im-
posed.

Allen Helvajian joins Sudden
Valley compliance process

By Trang Worline
Member Submission

On Saturday, Dec. 14, my fam-
ily and I joined hundreds of our 
neighbors at the annual Breakfast 
with Santa event in Sudden Valley 
— a heartwarming tradition that 
brings our community together 
each holiday season.

The day was magical from the 
moment we walked into El Agave 
2, where Cruz and his incredible 
family and staff greeted everyone 
with a hot, delicious breakfast buf-
fet. It felt like the perfect start to 
the holidays, with plates filled and 
spirits high.

Santa and Mrs. Claus, played 
by Scott and Barbara Walsh, were 
as charming as ever, taking time to 
meet each child, posing for pho-
tos, and sharing warm laughs with 
families.

Thanks to The Weitzel and An-
drew Home Team of RE/MAX in 
Sudden Valley, each family was 
able to take free photos to capture 
the memory. 

My family treasures these pho-
tos — they’ve become an annual 
keepsake for us.

While parents sipped coffee 

and chatted, the kids dove into 
craft activities provided by the 
South Whatcom Library and CTK 
Sudden Valley Church. 

The cheerful buzz of laughter 
and holiday music filled the air as 
the children created ornaments 
and decorations to take home.

Volunteers were everywhere 
— from Sudden Valley Board 
members clearing tables to neigh-
bors refilling water and lending a 
hand wherever needed. Everyone 
worked together seamlessly to en-
sure the event ran smoothly. The 
teamwork and dedication behind 
the scenes were truly inspiring — a 
heartfelt reminder of the commu-
nity spirit that makes this event so 
special.

For my family, this event is 
more than just breakfast — it’s a 
beloved community tradition. 

The first Breakfast with Santa 
we attended was in 2018, just one 
month after moving to Sudden 
Valley from Northern California, 
where we had lived for the past 20 
years. It was the warm welcome 
we needed, and it left a lasting im-
pression on us. 

Although we had to miss the 
event in 2020 and 2021 due to CO-
VID, our family has attended every 
other year since, cherishing it as a 
cornerstone of our holiday season.

This year felt particularly spe-
cial. My husband now works with 
The Weitzel and Andrew Home 
Team. Although Chris Weitzel, one 
of the original organizers, is semi-
retired and no longer manages the 
team, his role as Santa’s Elf and 
his unwavering dedication to this 

community continue to inspire us.
Our family has been privileged 

to give back to the community that 
welcomed us so warmly. Last year, 
we joined our neighbors to help 
revive this cherished tradition, 
and this year, we had the joy of 
contributing once again.

Standing among my neighbors, 
sharing smiles and holiday cheer, 
reminded me of what makes Sud-
den Valley so unique. It’s not just 
a neighborhood; it’s a community 
that comes together to celebrate, 
support, and create memories.

Breakfast with Santa isn’t just 
an event — it’s a celebration of the 
holiday spirit and the heart of our 
Sudden Valley community.

Breakfast with Santa brings Sudden Valley community together

SVCA breakfast with Santa volunteers. (Photo courtesy Caspar Hickman of Hickman Aerial)

Santa and Mrs. Claus hold a child for a photograph. (Photo 
courtesy Caspar Hickman of Hickman Aerial)
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

FINANCIALS

Please Recycle
this Paper.
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MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

FINANCIALS
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

Pressure Washing Driveways & Sidewalks
www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323
Cont. # SOUNDPCO33DJ

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

January = Plant/Prune Dormant Trees, Shrubs!
I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Check me out on FACEBOOK

Contact Terry 360-671-7369

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

KING-SIZE AMISH QUILT
Hand-stitched white

Amish quilt with counterpane.
$1,500 or best offer.

Call (360) 527-3142 and please
leave message with contact info.

ated 30 truckloads of wood chips. 
This translates to 448 cubic yards 
of material. For perspective, that 
amount of material would cover 
a football field at a depth of about 
three inches.”

Further, the board approved 
another $251,424 from its Capital 
Repair and Replacement Reserve 
Fund (CRRRF) to cover costs as-
sociated with hazardous tree re-
moval caused by the windstorm. 
In a Dec. 12 memo to the board, 
Jensen wrote that in addition to 
clearing downed trees and debris, 
SVCA is “also actively evaluating 
and removing trees that were dam-
aged by the storm but have not yet 
fallen.”

“Managing the evaluation and 
removal of these hazardous trees 
is a part of SVCA’s normal opera-
tions,” she wrote. “As I reported to 
the Board on March 28 and again 
on Nov. 14, Association spending 
on the removal of hazardous has 
already significantly exceeded the 
budgeted amount for this activity. 
The November windstorm dam-
aged many trees on SVCA proper-
ty, greatly increasing the number 
of trees that must be evaluated and 
removed.”

Other news from the Dec. 12 
meeting:

• Board authorized the GM 
to execute a contract with Re-
sourceful, a OneDigital company 
for a six-month retainer contract, 
including 30 hours of consulting 
per month to be paid for out of 

the 2025 operations fund.
• Board directed the GM, work-

ing in partnership with the N&E 
Chair, to obtain a contract from 
UniLect for the 2025 AGM. 

• Board approved Colleen 
Mitchell, Judy White and Edward 
Wang for the 2025 Safety Commit-
tee.

• Board approved Linda Tessier 
for the 2025 ACC Committee.

The SVCA Board will meet twice 
in January, both times at 7 p.m. in 
the dance barn. First meeting will 
be on Jan. 9, the second on Jan. 
23. Each month, unless otherwise 
specified, the SVCA board meets 
the second and fourth Thursdays of 
each month at 7 p.m. in the dance 
barn. Visit suddenvalley.com for a 
copy of the board’s agendas.

According to a draft of the Dec. 
12 meeting’s minutes, the board 
unanimously approved $95,000 
to cover the costs associated with 
removing trees and debris from 
the roadside throughout the As-
sociation and authorize the GM to 
execute a contract with Rawls Tree 
Service for this work.

Initially, the board approved 
the cost from UDR (an undesignat-
ed reserve account). Later in the 
meeting, the board unanimously 
de-obligated the $95,000 of fund-
ing from UDR and change this 
funding source for these approved 
cleanup activities to be utilized 
from the $228,131 Roads Fund 
storm event cleanup project.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com.

SVCA Board: Approves funding
Continued from 1

Story courtesy Lisa Russell
Member Submission

A longtime Sudden Valley 
resident and her company will 
participate in January at the 2025 
Cayman Cookout in the Cayman 
Islands.

In a press release, Lisa Rus-
sell, CEO & Founder, Mr. Frank’s 
Seasonings, announced the com-
pany’s sponsorship of the 2025 
Cayman Cookout, hosted by ac-
claimed Chef Eric Ripert at the 
Ritz-Carlton, Grand Cayman. 

Celebrated as one of the 
world’s premier culinary festivals, 
the Cayman Cookout, Jan. 15-20, 
brings together elite chefs, mixol-
ogists and food enthusiasts for an 
unforgettable weekend of flavors 
and innovation. 

“We are thrilled and proud to 
be part of the Cayman Cookout, 
an exciting and esteemed event 
that brings together the best of 
the best in the culinary industry. 
We can’t wait for everyone to try 
our seasonings that are based on 
a legacy of global flavors that el-
evate every dish,” Russell stated 

in the press release. 
Renowned for its commitment 

to flavor, quality, and sustain-
ability, Mr. Frank’s Seasonings 
are made with 100% real spices, 
free from additives, non-GMO, 
gluten-free and Kosher. This year, 
the brand takes center stage not 
only as a sponsor but also as the 
exclusive seasoning partner for 
celebrated Maitre Cuisinier de 
France, Bernard Guillas, execu-
tive chef and owner of Chefluv 
Inc. 

“My culinary philosophy re-
flects the vivid memories of the 
food and precious ingredients I 
encountered during my travels. 
Mr. Frank’s Seasonings will be at 
the center of my cuisine this year 
at the Cayman Cookout. This will 
create a unique opportunity for 
everyone to expand their palate 
and discover new dimensions of 
flavor and a true sensory experi-
ence rooted in gastronomic ex-
ploration,” Guillas stated. 

“Chef Bernard is such a skilled 
and diverse chef and is one of the 
bright stars at the Cayman Cook-
out. We are truly honored to be 

working with him and can’t wait 
to see and try the masterpieces 
he creates exclusively with Mr. 
Frank’s Seasonings,” Russell stat-
ed. 

Attendees of the Cayman 
Cookout will have the oppor-
tunity to savor Mr. Frank’s Sea-
sonings including the Original, 
Spicy Original, Seasoning Salt, 
Garden Siracha, Tropical Siracha 
and Mediterranean blends. Mr. 
Frank’s is the perfect accompa-
niment to every dish and can be 
used to rim glasses for a unique 
twist on a popular cocktail or 
mocktail. 

Mr. Frank’s is also thrilled to 
announce its sponsorship of the 
Chew On That Podcast, hosted 
by host and chef Joe Gatto, who 
will be capturing the excitement 
of the Cayman Cookout via Ins-
tagram Live and recording an ex-
clusive episode from the festival 
itself. 

Experience the difference of 
Mr. Frank’s Seasonings at the 
Cayman Cookout 2025 — where 
the world’s best chefs meet the 
world’s finest flavors.

SVCA resident to participate in Cayman Cookout

Lisa Russell and her company, Mr. Frank’s Seasonings, will 
participate Jan. 15-20 at the 2025 Cayman Cookout in 
the Cayman Islands. (Photo courtesy Lisa Russell)

Contact Mitze for details
360.354.4444 | mitze@lyndentribune.com

With thousands of readers 
picking up a copy every 

month, don’t miss out on 
this opportunity for new 
customers to find you.  

Deadline for the February edition
will be Wed., January 22nd
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ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Prac-
tices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and 
Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural 
Resources
DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural 
Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 

Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination 
System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington
REC – Parks & Recreation De-
partment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating 
Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sher-
iff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The 
WA Uniform Common Interest 
Ownership Act 

SVCA acronyms

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $357,500

512 14th St., Bellingham Incredible 
Islands and Bellingham Bay view home. This 
beautiful 1930 Craftsman, in a prime location 
on South Hill, has been extensively renovated 
retaining its charm for today’s modern lifestyle. 
All three floors are carefully updated with 
all solid wood trim, hardwood floors. Cozy, 
sun-drenched living room w/gas fireplace & 
new double pane windows. New KitchenAid 
appliances, abundant storage & counter space 
in kitchen. 3 bdrm, 3.5 ba incl. new master 
bath. Private deck off living room. New siding 
w/all new cedar trims wraparound the doors 
and windows. New plumbing, new electrical 
and roof. 2-car garage and finished office/art 
studio in the fully fenced yard. $1,998,000

FEATURED HOMES & LOTS

BEL
LING

HAM

Happy New Year from all of us at...

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY RENTAL LISTINGS

17000 sq ft warehouse with 10 office spaces and 600 ft 
of I-5 visibility. Rent $8500

One level 3 bed, 2 ba home. Quartz countertops throughout, 
kitchen w/custom cabinets, stainless appliances, data wiring & 
plumbing fixtures throughout. Huge utility room w/extra cabinetry. 
Primary bdrm vault & bathroom w/tile shower & lg walk-in closet. 
Upgraded fireplace, high efficiency HP for heat/AC, wired for EV! 
Massive backyard w/covered porch. $630,000

OWNER

FINA
NCING

512 14th St, Bellingham...............$1,998,000
1108 Night Hawk Wy, Everson........$630,000

5487 Wood Duck Ln, Blaine............$357,500
20 Sparrow Ct., Bellingham..............$89,000

Smudge
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

20% OFF
Entire Purchase

With Coupon
One coupon per customer. 

Coupon cannot be combined with any
 other discounts. Expires 6/30/25.

Free local delivery with orders of $15+! 

(360) 738-3663
www.petstopinfo.net

Mon.-Sat. 9am-8pm, Sun. 9am-6pm

326 36th St, Sehome Village, Bellingham

Locally Owned Since 1993

SVCA 
Drop-In 
Sports

Join other community residents at 
drop-in sports:

• CoEd Tennis – Tuesday at 5:45 p.m.
• CoEd Soccer, Ages 30+ – Thursdays at 
5:45 p.m.

• CoEd Soccer, Ages 8+ – Fridays at 5:45 
p.m.
• CoEd Soccer, All Ages – Saturday at 10 
a.m.
• CoEd Pickleball – Saturdays at 9:45 a.m.
Call 360-734-6430 for more information.

By Judy White
Submitted by Rick Asai
Safety Committee

Although it’s winter, and 
summer may seem years 
away, now is a great time to 
prep for the risks of wildfire 
in just a few months.  

Here are 10 ideas that 
we can accomplish now:

• Remove anything 
flammable within five 
feet of your home, deck or 
porch.

• Schedule a free fire risk 
assessment now from the 
Firewise team at the What-
com Conservation District. 
Call Robert Walters at 360-
526-2381 x106, or email 
rwalters@whatcomcd.org.

• Add one-eighth inch 
(not one-quarter inch) 
screening over all roof and 
attic vents to prevent entry 
from embers.

• If you plan to upgrade 
your deck, roof or yard, first 
research and follow the 
recommendations of Fire-
wise and other experts.

• Develop the habit of 

always keeping at least a 
half-tank of gas in your cars 
in case of evacuation.

• Create a Go-Bag of es-
sentials. Keep it up to date 
and easy to grab if neces-
sary.

• Take lots of photos of 
your home and property, 
inside and out, from all di-
rections. 

Open closet and cup-
board doors, drawers. In-
clude all of your posses-
sions, not just the valuable 
ones. 

Store your photos in a 
safe location away from 
your home.

• Also store your impor-
tant papers, deeds, insur-
ance policies and contact 

information safely. 
Consider renting a safe-

ty deposit box.
• Add PulsePoint to your 

cell phone for emergency 
alerts.

• Become very familiar 
with multiple exits from 
your home to Lake What-
com Blvd. and Lake Louise 
Road.

10 things to do to lower your home’s risk


