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Sudden Valley Community Association has made snow removal a high 
priority. But snow removal is challenging, as the weather can change 
quickly. This month’s Views has included a special four-page pullout, 
pages 5-8, to tell you more about the association’s Snow Response Plan. 
(SVCA photo)

Directors 
consider six 
candidates 
before selecting 
Joshua Bowens' 
replacement

By Bill Helm 

Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY — On 
a 4-to-2 vote, the Sudden 
Valley Community Asso-
ciation’s Board of Directors 
appointed Rickland Asai to 
the board on Jan. 25.

Asai, who goes by the 

name Rick, replaces Josh-
ua Bowens, who resigned 
from the SVCA Board at its 
Dec. 14 meeting.

Asai was one of six can-
didates the board consid-
ered to replace Bowens. The 
others were Martin Coo-
per, Ray Meador, Kolleen 
Mitchell, Susan Miracle 
and Barbara Wahli.

The SVCA Board needed 
several rounds of votes to 
finally select Asai. With six 
voting members, the new 
appointee needed at least 
four votes for majority sup-
port. First round, Asai re-
ceived two votes, Meador 
three votes and Wahli one 
vote. After a few rounds 
of Asai and Meador each 

garnering three votes, the 
board eventually selected 
Asai over Meador.

The board used a silent/
ballot vote to this decision.

In other news:
• The SVCA Board ap-

proved the purchase of a 
new maintenance vehicle 
to replace its 2005 Chevro-
let 3500.

According to a Jan. 25 
memo from Maintenance 
and Facilities Manager 
Mike Brock to the SVCA 
Board, the current mainte-
nance vehicle “has reached 
its serviceable lifespan and 
is budgeted for replace-
ment.”

“There is significant rust 
on the frame of this vehicle 

and it was placed out of 
service in 2023 due to safe-
ty concerns,” Brock wrote.

The Board’s unanimous 
vote is to purchase a Dodge 
RAM 3500 cab and chassis 
or an equivalent truck, as 
well as purchase and in-
stallation of a steel flatbed 
and accessories, fuel trans-
fer tank with pump, and to 
remove the snowplow from 
the current maintenance 
vehicle to mount it onto the 
new truck. Total cost is not 
to exceed $90,480, which 
would be paid from Capital 
Repair and Replacement 
Reserve Fund (CRRRF).

More information about 
this item is in the board’s 
Jan. 25 agenda packet.

• On a unanimous vote, 
the SVCA Board approved 
a $54,080 allocation of 
CRRRF funds to complete 
asphalt repairs to the asso-
ciation’s golf cart paths.

According to a memo to 
the board from SVCA Gen-
eral Manager Jo Anne Jen-
sen dated Jan. 25, the cart 
paths throughout the golf 
course “have many defects, 
primarily area where the 
asphalt has been raised by 
tree roots.”

This project will repair 
those isolated locations, 
Jensen wrote.

More information about 
this item is in the board’s 
Jan. 25 agenda packet.

• Sudden Valley Com-

munity Association has 
budgeted $117,177 in 2024 
for repair and refurbish-
ment of its turf care build-
ing. On Jan. 25, the SVCA 

By Owen Bamford CERT

CERT stands for Community Emer-
gency Response Team, and the name says 
it all. It’s a community organization of 
people like you. It’s a team: people work-
ing together toward a common goal, and 
it exists to respond to emergencies.

What exactly is CERT, and what does 
it do? The FEMA website says the goal of 
CERT is to build a culture of prepared-
ness in the United States ... the CERT con-
cept was developed and implemented by 
the Los Angeles City Fire Department in 
1985. The Whittier Narrows earthquake 
in 1987 ... confirmed the need for training 
civilians to meet their immediate needs”

That word preparedness is the key. 
Disasters happen, both natural and man-
made. We have great, well-trained, well 
equipped first responders, such as po-
lice, firefighters and EMT’s, but in a ma-
jor, area-wide disaster they will be over-
whelmed

There are simply not enough of them 
to help the all the people who will need 
help. They will need backup, and it will 
have to come from the community, be-
cause there isn’t anywhere else. So the 
community needs to be prepared.

After a disaster, everyone wants to 
help if they can. But untrained commu-
nity volunteers who show up at a disaster 
scene are likely to endanger themselves 
and hamper operations, and may need to 
be rescued themselves.

The aim of CERT is to create a corps of 
volunteers with training they need to be 
useful.

That includes how to work within a 

system of command so that everyone 
knows what they have to do.

Sudden Valley has a special need for 
such people. A major storm with wind 
and torrential rain would topple trees, 
flood low-lying areas and create land-
slides which could block roads.

A big earthquake would cause land-
slides, ground liquefaction and building 
collapses, and probably block all three 
roads.

The handful of firefighters present in 
Sudden Valley would do everything that 
they could, but it would clearly be im-
possible for them to even check on, let 
alone help, more than 7,000 people in 
nearly 3,000 homes along about 40 miles 
of roads.

And there wouldn’t be any help from 
outside for days, and maybe weeks, 
because first responders in all the sur-
rounding areas would be equally over-
whelmed and communications would be 
disrupted.

Help can only come from within the 
community, and for that to happen, vol-
unteers need to be trained in the basic 
skills needed. That’s what CERT training 
does. It’s usually done in eight three-hour 
sessions with a final exercise where you 
put everything you have learned into 
practice.

The sessions cover the basics of team 
organization search and rescue, triage, 
fire suppression, life-saving emergency 
medical care, and working with profes-
sional responders.

Personal safety is the priority through-

Rickland Asai joins Sudden Valley board

Rickland 'Rick' Asai

See Asai on 10

See SVCA on 12

Managing the unpredictableSV area CERT needs volunteers
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Hummingbirds in 
the snow
By Karen Hardesty

Have you seen any hum-
mingbirds lately? We were re-
cently surprised to see an An-
na’s Hummingbird flitting about 
in mid-winter. Most humming-
birds migrate south for the win-
ter, but the I stays right here with 
us in Western Washington.

How do they do it? So tiny, so 
pretty, and so resilient, Anna’s 
Hummingbirds have adapted 
to surviving winters primarily 
through a sort of mini-hiberna-
tion called torpor.

At night, the hummingbirds 
conserve precious energy when 
their body temperature lowers 
significantly, and their respira-
tion rate drops dramatically. 
One source stated that their 
respiration rate dropped from 
245 breaths per minute to fewer 
than 10.

You may see a hummingbird 
in torpor and have the urge to 
help it in some way. But the best 
thing you can do for the bird is 
to let it be. 

During the day, the Anna’s 
must keep eating both protein 
and a sugar source. Tiny insects 
such as whiteflies can be found 
in protective vegetation, or near 
the warmth of buildings. Sugar 
can come from winter flowers, 
early catkins, and – believe it or 
not – tree sap found in wood-

pecker holes. 
You can enjoy watching An-

na’s Hummingbirds and help 
sustain them through the win-
ter by hanging a hummingbird 
feeder. Be sure to place the 
feeder near sheltering shrubs 
and trees, and out of reach from 
neighbors’ cats.

Tips for winter hummingbird 
feeding: 

• Place or hang your feeder 
near shrubs and trees. Doing 
so limits the energy birds have 
to expend flying between food 
and shelter and helps them 
avoid predators. In addition, 
the shrubs offer protection from 
wind.

• Make your own nectar. A 
recommended recipe calls for 
four parts water to one part 
white sugar (a 4:1 ratio). Stir or 
shake the mixture until the sug-
ar is completely dissolved in the 
water. 

Note: Never use brown sugar, 
raw sugar, honey or molasses.

• Avoid using the pre-mixed, 
colored solutions you see at the 
stores. Nectar is colorless, and 
there’s no need for the added 
dyes and preservatives.

• Bring the feeder in at night; 
hummingbirds do not feed at 
night, but instead feed heavily 
at dusk, and then seek cover for 
the night.

• Clean the feeder every day.
• Avoid filling the feeder 

with cold nectar. In the morn-
ing, be sure the fresh nectar 
you provide is at least room 
temperature; apparently if the 

solution is too cold, these little 
ones experience brain freeze, 
(like what happens with some 
people when they eat ice cream 
too quickly), and it can result in 
them fainting.

• Be sure to keep the feeder 
and solution from freezing. An 
easy way to do that is simply to 
have two feeders that you use in 
rotation during the day; bring 
one in and let it warm, while the 
birds have access to the other, 
etc. You can also use an external 
heat source to keep the feeder 
and solution from freezing. 

While humming bird feed-
ers do supply needed calories, 
it’s always best for wildlife to eat 
their natural food. You can plant 
several native plants that will 
provide blooms with nectar for 
hummingbirds.

Look for more information 
on planting for wildlife in future 
issues of The Views.

Architectural 
Control 
Committee 
review: Fence 
Requests

The January 2024 issue of The 

Views included an article that 
explained how the Association’s 
founders tasked the Architec-
tural Control Committee (ACC) 
to ensure the beauty of Sudden 
Valley would continue.

The article also outlined the 
Exterior Alteration Request 
form and promised that more 
information would follow in 
subsequent months.

Like Exterior Alteration Re-
quests, the ACC is responsible 
for reviewing Fence Requests 
which must be submitted before 
a homeowner can build a fence.

Although fences alter the 
exterior look of the property, 
they are in a category of their 
own. It is required that fences 

are designed to blend into the 
surroundings, have a natural 
design, and continue to allow 
wildlife to move freely through-
out the Association. These val-
ues explain why include chain 
link fences are prohibited, prop-
erty perimeter fences are dis-
couraged, and fences may not 
exceed a height of five feet (un-
less on a county road).

Approved fences may be liv-
ing (vegetative) or non-vege-
tative, each with their own sets 
of Architectural Control (AC) 
parameters. The ACC looks at 
each request on a case-by-case 
basis considering  the lot, the in-
tended use of the fence, how the 
fence will impact neighboring 
properties, and the fence place-
ment and design.

Before submitting a fence re-
quest, it is important to locate 
utilities and tree roots that may 
impact the fence location. Once 
submitted and approved, any 
alterations to the fence design 
must be approved in writing by 
the ACC.

Pro Tips for filling out the 
fence request form:

• Review the Architectural 
Control Policies regarding fenc-
es in section 14.6.9. The poli-
cies are available on the SVCA 
website under the Resident 
Resources tab, under the Gov-
erning Documents tab, under 
the Board Resolutions, Rules & 
Regulations section.

• Fill in all the blanks. (ACC 
Administration can look up the 
Division and Lot, if needed.)

• Check the appropriate box-
es for Intended Use and Fence 
Type.

• In the empty square box, 
draw a detailed site plan show-
ing the road, the house, and the 
location of the fence including 
the distance in relation to the 
property line (must be out of 
the setback requirement unless 
a Variance Request was submit-
ted and approved). Be sure to 
include the dimensions of the 
fence. 

• In the Description area, 
restate the dimensions of the 
fence, the materials to be used, 
intended use of the fence, and 
any additional information you 
would like the ACC to consider. 

• Include photos or illustra-
tions, as available. 

• Email the completed re-
quest to accadmin@suddenval-
ley.com or drop it off at the Wel-
come Center. After hours, drop 

the request into the outside pay-
ment drop box.

After your Fence Request is 
submitted, it is likely the ACC 
will visit the property as part of 
their review. Applicants must 
stake the fence plan to provide a 
visual representation of the pro-
posed fence location. Approved 
fences must be completed with-
in six months of approval. 

The Committee usually 
meets on the first Thursday 
and the third Thursday of each 
month. Applicable request 
forms are available on the SVCA 
website (www.suddenvalley.
com) under the Commonly 
Requested Forms tab, in the 
Architectural Control section.  
Printed forms are available at 
the Welcome Center located at 
1850 Lake Whatcom Blvd. (the 
first right after entering Gate 2). 
To have time to assemble the 
agenda and time for the ACC to 
visit properties, the deadline for 
submitting requests is noon on 
the Thursday one week prior to 
each meeting. 

Related to fences but also to 
anything that encroaches into 
the required setbacks (20-foot 
setback from the road and five-
foot setback on sides and back) 
is the Variance Request which 
will be covered in the March is-
sue of The Views.

Feb. 29 a rare 
occurrence of 
fun, tradition
By Morgan Libby
Sudden Valley Views

Did you know that 2024 is a 
leap year?

In leap years, February has 
an extra day, 29 instead of its 
usual 28 days. Feb. 29 is a special 
day and brings with it many fun 
traditions and quirks:

• People born on Feb. 29 are 
known as Leap Day Babies, or 
Leapings, who only get to cel-
ebrate their true day of birth ev-
ery four years.

• In Ireland, Feb. 29 is known 
as Bachelor’s Day or Ladies 
Privilege, the tradition which 
dates back to the 15th Century, 
allowed that women could pro-
pose marriage on this day. 

•  In Greece, it is considered 
unlucky for couples to marry 

Retirement With aReverse
Mortgage

Loan
 • Pros and Cons

 • Increasing Cash Flow

 • Keeping Your Home

 • In-Home Healthcare

 • Preserving Retirement Funds*

 • Coping with Inflation

 • Cash Reserves

We’ll discuss

2:00 p.m.
El Agave Restaurant - Sudden Valley
4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA

RSVP to:
Mike Mitchell, mmitchell@fairwaymc.com, 360-676-9600 phone

Mike Mitchell
Certified Reverse Mortgage Professional, CRMP, CMPS, NMLS 1179477

Office: 360-676-9600
Fax: 360-392-6111

mmitchell@fairwaymc.com

fairwayreverse.com/loan-officers/mike-mitchell/
112 Prospect St., Bellingham, WA 98225 1119165

10/26/2022

Refreshments will be served.

Copyright©2023 Fairway Independent Mortgage Corporation (“Fairway”) NMLS#2289. 4750 S. Biltmore Lane, Madison, WI 53718, 

1-866-912-4800. All rights reserved. Fairway is not affiliated with any government agencies. These materials are not from HUD or 

FHA and were not approved by HUD or a government agency. Reverse mortgage borrowers are required to obtain an eligibility 

certificate by receiving counseling sessions with a HUD-approved agency. The youngest borrower must be at least 62 years old. 

Monthly reverse mortgage advances may affect eligibility for some other programs. This is not an offer to enter into an agree -

ment. Not all customers will qualify. Information, rates and programs are subject to change without notice. All products are 

subject to credit and property approval. Other restrictions and limitations may apply. Equal Housing Opportunity.

JOIN US! Friday, March 8th

Lock Service
• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox

• Mailbox Locks Replaced

• Car Transponder Keys Copied

Tree Service

(360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

Serving Sudden Valley for 38 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

See Feb. 29 on 11

SUDDEN VALLEY NEWS BRIEFS

Sol
d!

23 STABLE LANE
4 BED • 3 BATH • 1,940 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $540,000

Sol
d!

17 SANWICK POINT COURT
4 BED • 2.5 BATH • 2,968 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $1,500,000

Sol
d!

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?

Buying or selling a home can be a stressful

process if you don't have the right real estate

agent. You can rely on me to get you the best

possible result. No one works harder for you!

Le t  Me b e  Your  Gu ide !
SOMMER NYTE, REALTOR®

SOMMERNYTE@REMAX.NET

360-305-3248

BESTBELLINGHAMHOMES.COM

Con ta c t  Me:

3352 NORTHWEST AVENUE
3 BED • 1.5 BATH • 975 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $310,000

17-6 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, DEMING
1 BED • 1 BATH • 480 SQ FT

OFFERED AT $185,000

Rec
rea

tion
al

Sommer  Nyt e , REALTOR®PRESENTED BY

RE/MAX WHATCOM COUNTY

1937 Lake Whatcom Boulevard

Bel l ingham, WA 98229
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

By Jo Anne Jensen

SVCA General Manager

In January, Sudden Valley ex-
perienced the community’s first 
snowfall of the season. The timing 
and sequence of very cold tem-
peratures, large accumulations 
of snow, rapid melting and high 
winds combined to create a very 
disruptive and destructive weath-
er event.

While Maintenance and Turf 
Care teams came together to staff 
extended road-clearing shifts, 
administrative staff focused on 
keeping the community up to 
date on road conditions, garbage 
collection, and office closings. 
Now that the storm is over, the fo-
cus is on cleaning up and making 
repairs.

Administration
Activity Summary
Updated website for 2024.
Developed annual schedule of 

SVCA meetings and events.
Supported communication 

during the extended weather 
event.

Supported N&E Committee in 
recruitment of candidates for the 
Board of Directors vacancy.

Successes
Although poor road condi-

tions required closing SVCA offic-
es, Admin staff worked remotely 
to ensure that regular status up-
dates were posted online for the 
community.

Planned Work
Continuing work on the SVCA 

website.
Complete inventory of signs 

(not road signs) within SVCA.

Accounting
Activity Summary
Completed routine work 

to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; November financials 

completed.
Continued work on year-end 

closing procedures.
Reorganized files to reflect 

2024 sending older files to stor-
age.

Input approved 2024 budget.

Successes
On track to close out the year 

on schedule with an operational 
surplus.

Planned Work
Close out 2022 capital projects.
Continue work on year-end 

closing procedures.

Maintenance
Activity Summary
Installed plows and sanders 

on trucks for snow event.
Applied brine to all SVCA 

roads for winter weather prepara-
tion.

Addressed a broken sprinkler 
head in the Clubhouse fire sup-
pression system, isolated the sys-
tem, cleaned impacted areas, and 
repaired the sprinkler head. Dry-
wall repair to be scheduled.

Maintenance staff plowed, 
sanded, and removed trees and 
branches from SVCA roads dur-
ing a recent snow event, with on-
going cleanup efforts.

After the snow event, removed 
plows and sanders from trucks 
to use them for tree cleanup and 
other duties.

Initiated the process of remov-
ing trees and limbs from SVCA 
roads, acknowledging that this 
task may take weeks to complete.

Repaired damaged street signs 
at various locations.

Completed cleanup of the 
maintenance shop for remodel-
ing.

Relocated maintenance op-
erations to a temporary office 
trailer.

Installed studded snow tires 
on vehicles OP-24 and SP-5 in 

preparation for winter conditions.
Hosted Community Cleanup 

Event drop off site.

Successes
The recent snow event pre-

sented challenges, but it proved 
to be successful for SVCA. The 
new UTV performed exception-
ally well, showcasing its effective-
ness under real conditions. 

Notably, none of our plows or 
sanders experienced breakdowns 
during the event, a testament to 
the thorough preventive mainte-
nance carried out on the equip-
ment between seasons. 

Despite the weather’s diffi-
culty, several employees dem-
onstrated exceptional dedication 
in plowing and sanding SVCA 
roads, and although road condi-
tions could have been better, I 
take pride in their commendable 
efforts.

Planned Work
Tree and branch cleanup 

throughout SVCA.
Install louvers and fan in serv-

er room at Welcome Center.
Painting door to gym in Rec 

Center.
Service UTV.
Remove unsafe sauna from 

Adult Center.
Clean up area around the Ro-

tunda.

Recreation
Activity Summary
Compiled 12 weeks of Com-

munity Center usage observation 
data to identify average usage per 
hour of each Community Center 
room.

Continued work on revised 
Community Center User Hand-
book.

Organized and cleaned out 
Dance Barn Media closet.

Successes
Re-hired three seasonal staff 

from 2023.

Planned Work
Evaluating & identifying opti-

mal staffing coverage needed for 
current and potentially expanded 
hours at the community center.

Ordering parts that need to be 
replaced on fitness center equip-
ment.

Golf
Activity Summary
Installed five new mats on the 

driving range.
Coordinated with staff to fuel 

all golf carts and identified need-
ed repairs; scheduled annual 
maintenance.

Commenced training with 
staff on tournament operations 
and membership sales.

Continued outreach to out-
side tournaments for rebooking 
in 2024 and sent out tournament 
contracts.

Progressed in deleting non-
renewed 2024 memberships from 
the Ghin handicap system; final 
review before the Jan, 31 dead-
line.

Successfully hosted the fifth 
Winter Series “How Low Can You 
Go” tournament despite one inch 
of rain the night before.

Completed January’s monthly 
membership billing.

Successes
Avoided significant damage 

from Pro-Shop sprinkler mal-
function.

Planned Work

Continue to reach out to previ-
ous outside tournament groups 
and rebook for 2024.

Work with Avalon to prepare 
for the next Winter Series Event 
on Feb. 3-4. Two-day event.

Review membership renewals 
and reach out to previous mem-
bers that have not renewed for 
2024.

Complete monthly member-
ship billing for February.

Turf Care
Activity Summary
Exposed failed drainage in No. 

15 Green.
Continue Fairway aerating 

and turf slicing to improve water 
infiltration throughout the winter 
season.

Sand trap edging continues 
through fall/winter.

Aerating of putting greens to 
improve water infiltration and gas 
exchange.

Work on repair and mainte-
nance of golf course equipment.

Successes
Keeping up on the scheduled 

turf care equipment repair and 
maintenance.

Planned Work
Turf equipment seasonal re-

pair and maintenance ongoing.
Storm cleanup of branches 

and tree limbs.
Continue drainage project on 

No. 15 Green.
Planned tree work at Library 

for extensive apple tree corrective 
pruning Feb. 15.

Sudden Valley experiences disruptive weather in January

AROUND THE VALLEY

SVCA revives Family Movie Night
From 6-8:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 16 at the Sudden Valley Dance Barn, see the movie “Lyle, 
Lyle Crocodile!” at the Sudden Valley Dance Barn. This is a fun, free event for the whole 
family. Popcorn, water and some treats will be provided, and games and prizes will also 
be part of the night. You are also welcome to bring your favorite movie snacks or treats 
to share if you want. Bring pillows and blankets for the kids to camp out and watch the 
big screen. Tables and chair seating will be available in the back of the room. Movie 
starts at 6:30 p.m.
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Sudden Valley

Sudden Valley ViewS

Sudden Valley Community Association
4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
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Administration Offices / Member Services are 
in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 

Administration Offices/ Member Services: 360-734-6430
General Manager: JoAnne Jensen, jjensen@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 321
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
Accounts Receivable: Gil Martinez, ar@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 214
Accounts Payable: Davey Higashi, ap@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 215
Collections Specialist: Angie Huggins, acctclerk@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 243
Recreation Center Front Desk: (360) 366-8450
Director of Golf: Brian Kruhlak, bkruhlak@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 331

DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY

The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.
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49 LAKE LOUISE DR 
$749,900 � 2,504 SQFT

7 LITTLE PALOMINO CT
$589,900 � 1,497 SQFT

18800 SOUNDVIEW DR NW
$3,200,000 � 3,761 SQFT

1200 LINCOLN #235
$45,000 � 672 SQFT

21 HAWKS HILL PL
$997,000 � 3,333 SQFT

23 STABLE LN
$540,000 � 1,940 SQFT

17 SANWICK POINT CT
$1,500,000 �  2,968 SQFT

SOLD

PENDING

NEW!

SOMMER NYTE

GREG PAUL

360.739.7354

TRACY

HINOJOSA

360.728.1978

SYDNEY

WEITZEL

206.475.2966

CORBY

WORLINE

360.762.5202

Branch Manager

360.389.1671

THE RIGHT AGENT CAN LEAD THE WAY

CARMEN

ANDREW

360.746.3493

MARY NOE

360.647.4994

17 INLET CIRCLE
$1,099,000 � 2,919 SQFT

4 WOODPECKER PLACE
$549,000 �  1,956 SQFT

Call to schedule your
showings today!

re.max/suddenvalley

1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd.,

Bellingham, WA 98229 

A branch office of RE/MAX Whatcom County.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

360-647-5050

 1-888-785-5712

SOLD

PENDING

PENDING

 » A/C » Brakes » Tires/Wheels

 » Electrical Tests & Inspections

Diagnostics » Maintenance 

» Diesel » Hybrid Specialists

 » A/C » Brakes » Tires/Wheels

 » Electrical Tests & Inspections

Diagnostics » Maintenance 

» Diesel » Hybrid Specialists

 » A/C » Brakes » Tires/Wheels

 » Electrical Tests & Inspections

Diagnostics » Maintenance 

» Diesel » Hybrid Specialists

We service most 

makes & models

with a lifetime warranty!

We service most 

makes & models

with a lifetime warranty!

5292 Guide Meridian, Bellingham

360-398-2944
japaneseautocare.com

Snow removal is a high priority 
for SVCA. 

The goal of snow removal is to 
ensure that residents and emer-
gency services can get into and out 
of the community during weather 
events.

SVCA focuses on clearing the 
most used roads first, giving access 
to the largest number of residents.

Snow removal is challenging. 
Weather is unpredictable and can 
change quickly.

Snow removal can be difficult or 
even dangerous, given the condi-
tions. The appropriate snow re-
moval tactics change based on the 
weather forecast and conditions.

Snow removal is costly; we want 

to keep the roads safe, but not to 
overspend.

Communication
• Throughout a weather event, 

updates on conditions will be 
posted to SuddenValley.com in the 
announcements section.

• In an extended snow event, 
updates on conditions and plow-
ing progress will be posted to the 
home page of the website.

• A hotline has been established 
to make updates available to mem-
bers without internet access; when 
we post a weather alert to the web-
site, we will also record the update 
as a phone message on the SVCA 
Hotline: 360-746-7010.

• eBlasts will be sent when a 
serious weather event is predicted.

What should you do during 
severe weather?

• If you are having an emer-
gency, call 911.

• If you see an issue on the roads, 
let SVCA know:

• After hours, report issues to 

SVCA shares 2023-2024 Snow Response Plan

Continued on next page
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 

Consider a New Home!

- High Energy Efficiency

- Heating & Cooling

- Soaring Ceilings

- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 

• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction

• Sudden Valley resident

• 30+ years lending experience

Security: 360-319-8200
• During business hours (9 a.m. 

until 4 Monday through Friday), 
call Administration at 360-734-
6430

• Make preparations to clear 
your driveway; keep in mind that 
plowing could affect your driveway 
entrance.

• If you can’t clear all the snow 
off your driveway, plain sand is the 
best thing to put down for traction; 
if you use de-icers, be aware they 
can melt and then refreeze.

Cars left on the roads
• One of the biggest challenges 

during a snow event is cars that are 
abandoned on the roads.

• Cars left on the road prevent 
SVCA from plowing and cause 
accidents when other drivers try 
to avoid them.

• To avoid getting stuck on the 
road, use the overflow parking lot 
across from the Gate 5 entrance.

• If you do get stuck, please call 
Security immediately at 360-319-
8200 to report your location, the 
make and model of your car, your 
phone number, and your property 
address.

• You must make your own ar-
rangements for towing, but cars left 
on the road may be towed by SVCA 
if they are a significant hazard.

Managing the unpredictable

Weather is unpredictable, so 
SVCA frequently monitors weather 
forecasts. Often, conditions can 
vary widely between gates.

We must sometimes take dif-
ferent steps in different areas to 
ensure the safety of the roads.

When severe weather is ex-
pected, staff are scheduled in 
alternating shifts so that issues can 
be addressed as quickly as possible. 

For example, when we experi-
enced a windstorm in November, 
staff worked through the night and 
into the morning to clear the roads 
from fallen trees and debris.

In that storm, we relied on Se-
curity to alert us to the road issues.

Monitoring
• Weather forecasts and road 

conditions will be monitored by the 
Maintenance & Facilities Manager 
and the Maintenance Foreman.

• After hours, Security will 
monitor road conditions and notify 
maintenance as warranted.

Staffing
If a storm is forecast that has 

the potential to be an extended 
weather event, a plan is in place to 
have staff work alternating shifts to 
provide coverage.

Tactics
SVCA uses deicing brine, sand 

mixed with crystalized deicer, and 

Continued on page 8
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See all of the rooms available for rent 

at SuddenValley.com or call us at 360-734-6430.

Come & Play at the
SVCA Community Center!

Just hanging out?

Check out pool equipment from the

front desk and play a game of pool 

in the Game Lounge.

Planning a party or event?

Rent the Dance Barn 

at the Community Center.
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club

Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 

or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
� Unlimited Golf � Unlimited Range Balls � Preferred Tee Times � 

� Handicap Service � Locker Service � Golf Tournaments � 

� Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs � 

� Golf Shop Discount � Social Events �

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly

Single $2,200 $185 Single $2,400 $200

Couple $3,300 $275 Couple $3,650 $305

Family of 3+ $3,500 $295 Family of 3+ $3,850 $325

Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 

After Noon Play $1,550 $130 After Noon Play $1,700 $145

Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,600 $135 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,760 $150

Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,100 $95 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,200 $105

Junior (17 and Younger) $325 $35 Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $40

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 

all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 

Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $525 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 

a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 

Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

plowing to keep the roads clear.
Often, residents call and ask 

us to apply more sand.
We will always check up on 

these calls, but we need to be 
judicious about applying any 
substance to the roads. 

Too much sand can cause 
reduced traction after the snow 
melts and also fills up the ditches, 
which are vital for drainage.

Anti-Icing
• An anti-icing brine will be 

applied prior to forecast snow 
and ice events to improve road 
conditions.

• Primary roads will be sprayed 
first, followed by secondary roads.

• The intent is to spray all roads 
prior to a snow event.

Plowing and sanding
• When snow accumulates to 

a level that plowing is beneficial 
(usually 1” to 3” on the roadway, 
depending on conditions), crews 
will be dispatched to plow and 
sand primary roads followed by 
secondary roads.

• SVCA acquired a plow-
equipped UTV and staff will be 
plowing steep roads that were for-
merly plowed by the baby plow.

Equipment and materials

Maintenance has worked hard 
to have all equipment serviced 
and ready to go for snow removal.

They also have a good supply 
of sand, brine, and deicer on 
hand as well as relationships with 
suppliers to buy more supplies if 
needed.

• 5  trucks equipped with sand-
ers and plows

• 1 truck equipped with a plow
• 1 truck set up for brine ap-

plication
• 1 tractor set up for brine ap-

plication and plowing
• 1 UTV set up for sand applica-

tion and plowing
• Based on historical averages, 

an adequate supply of sand, salt, 
and brine is on hand for the start 
of the winter season

• We will purchase additional 
materials as room becomes avail-
able to store them.
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FDI-1867M-A  © 2024 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/25/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market
value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

 

 
 

 
 

Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor

12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 5.00

2-year 4.80

5.153-month

On New Year’s Day, as the sun rose over the lake a group of Sudden Valley residents 
gathered at the Marina for the annual Polar Bear Plunge. The weather was cold but not 
too much so as to discourage the brave swimmers from launching themselves into a 
chilly 40 degree Lake Whatcom. Hot beverages were donated to those attending the 
event.  A special thanks to Trang Worline and Jason Manning for organizing and provid-
ing beverages. (Photo courtesy Linda Bradley)

Any ladies interested in meeting new friends here in 
Sudden Valley, or simply getting together with old 
ones? Joining the Sudden Valley Women’s Club is a 
great way to do just that. The Sudden Valley Women’s 
Club was organized in 1992 by Alice Healey, the first 
president, after getting board approval of their bylaws. 
Since then, it has been a way for women to get to know 
other women in our neighborhood and to have  fun 
social outings. After an approximately three-year inter-
ruption, they are again meeting on the second Wednes-
day of the month. In January, they met at El Agave for 
a delicious taco bar luncheon. The Women’s Club will 
continue to meet through May, but will take the sum-
mer off and return to events in the fall.  Cost for each 
monthly luncheon will be held to approximately $25, 
with beverages extra. If you would like to join this fun 
group of women, volunteer to help, or simply to get 
more information, please contact the new president, 
Barbara Walsh at 925-699-3367 or Ann Gray at 360-
499-3407.

SV Women’s Club is back

Polar Bear Plunge
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MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING

LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION

DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local! Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE

Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley

360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

Asai: Joins Sudden Valley Community Association board
Continued from 1

Board unanimously approved 
two motions that allocate money 
directed toward the building. The 
first, $9,009.46 in CRRRF funds, is 

for HVAC replacements. The sec-
ond, $9,755 in CRRRF funds, is for 
the design and permitting phase 
to remodel the building.

More information about this 
item is in the board’s Jan. 25 

agenda packet.
• Sudden Valley Community 

Association’s Board moved its 
Jan. 11 meeting to a remote for-
mat “because of the extremely 
cold temperatures” that were 

forecast.
One hour and one minute is 

how long the board needed to 
push through its agenda.

With several agenda items 
tabled for further discussion, the 

board did direct General Man-
ager JoAnne Jensen to negotiate 
a contract with Brian Kruhlak as 
director of golf through the end of 
March.

In early 2023, Kruhlak gave the 
board notice to retire at the end 
of his contract, which expired on 
Dec. 31, 2023.

SVCA has not yet named 
Kruhlak’s replacement.

The Sudden Valley Board of 
Directors meets at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays of each 
month at 4 Clubhouse Circle.

Agendas and minutes are 
available at suddenvalley.com, 
as are video recordings of past 
meetings.

The SVCA board next meets 
on Feb. 8 and on Feb. 22.

FINANCIALS
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

February = Time to Prep Beds, Plant!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK

Contact Terry 360-671-7369

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work

Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch

Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 
*ELITELM817BB

 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

• Drywall Repairs • Flood Damage Repairs
• Small Repair Jobs

Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

Call: 360-988-3012

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots

in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul

360-739-7354

GregPaul@Remax.net
PRESSURE WASHING & 

DUMP RUNS
 

  

360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  

CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323
Cont. # SOUNDPCO33DJ

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131
Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911

JUNK REMOVAL

UKERATIVEL

Greg Collins, Owner
Master Electrician

Phone (360) 510-7177
greenheronelect@gmail.com

Contractor LC: GREENHE791PM

Green Heron Elect r ic L  L C

E.V. Chargers Etc!

FINANCIALS

Feb. 29
Continued from 2

during a leap year, and especial-
ly on Leap Day.

• In Scotland it’s thought that 
those born on Leap Day will live 
a life of untold suffering.

• On a happier note, In 1928, 
Harry Craddock, a bartender 
who worked at the famous Sa-
voy Hotel in London, invented 
a cocktail of gin, Grand Marnier, 
vermouth and lemon juice to 
celebrate the hotel’s Leap Day 
celebrations. Mix your own to 
toast the day: the recipe can be 
found online at https://www.se-
riouseats.com/leap-year-cock-
tail-recipe.

This day only comes around 
every four years, so make it fun. 
Celebrate the history of the day 
as you enjoy some leap year fes-
tivities and make the most of this 
rare extra day on the calendar.



SUDDEN VALLEY VIEWSPage 12 | February 2024

Keep informed
The following are the Sudden Valley Community Association’s 
various boards and committees.
To learn more about each, visit:
https://suddenvalley.com/committee-information

• Board of Directors
• Architectural Control Committee (ACC)
• Document Review Committee
• Finance Committee
• Long-Range Planning Committee
• Nominations & Elections Committee
• Appeals Committee

Looking for Sudden Valley news and updates? Learn more through 
the following outlets:

Online: SuddenValley.com
This website is updated regularly with news, SVCA staff reports, and announcements 
as well as current meeting minutes, rules and regulations, and much more.

Social Media: Facebook & YouTube
Find the Sudden Valley Community Association on YouTube, where SVCA meetings 
of the Board of Directors and Committees are regularly posted, and Facebook for 
weekly announcements.

E-Mail: Sudden Valley Community Association e-Blast
Sign up for our e-blast to receive community event and other important updates 
delivered directly to your inbox.

Print Media: The Sudden Valley Views
Published each month and delivered by mail to property owners.  Also available 
for pick up in various community locations including the administration building, 
community center, and at the market. Please contact us if you wish to start or stop 
mail delivery.

Gate Signs
Meetings and events are also posted one-to-two weeks before they occur.

2040 Steelhead Way Lynden Located in the new 
community of Kamm Creek, this brand new home sits on a private 
lot that is surrounded on two sides by green space! 3bds 2 full ba, 
open concept one-floor living, vinyl plank floors, AC, a spacious 
kitchen with quartz counters, extra large 8’ island with eating bar, 
pantry, mud room, and much more. Fully covered back patio that 
has amazing views of the designated open space, the Twin Sisters 

and the gorgeous mountain ranges. $569,999

Established hair studio location over 40 years 
available June 1st, 2024.  Call for an appointment: 
360-441-2900.

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 

minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $325,000

1 Lake Louise Drive #32 Step into your luxurious 
townhouse, in the peaceful Sudden Valley Gate 2. Updated open 
floor plan w/stunning kitchen highlighting all new modern cabinets, 
quartz countertop, large island & stainless-steel appliances. The 
spacious living room maximizes natural sunlight & opens to a nice-
sized deck overlooking the picturesque views & amazing sunsets. 
The master bedroom is a retreat with ample closet space adorned 
w/French doors. New floors, doors, trim, paint, upgraded lighting, 
soaking tub, vanity w/quartz counter. All new plumbing fixtures, 

new water heater & fully insulated one-car garage.  $409,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000

Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$325,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS
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Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?

Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS   Rental Listings

Fully furnished 3 bedrooms 2.5 baths with living room, dining room and family room. Fully 
fenced yard in the Pacific View neighborhood. 10 months lease. Rent $2900

South Hill Fully renovated 94-year-old home with Bay view, just like new! 3 bedrooms, 2.5 
baths, 2-car garage and fully finished art studio in the backyard with a fenced yard. 2 blocks to 

Boulevard Park and Fairhaven downtown. Rent $4800

Happy Valley Fairhaven 4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, just got renovated throughout. Rent $2900

Harvey Pickles
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Delivery available! Order online or call: 

(360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net

Tues.-Sat. 11am-6:30pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Department of Natural 
Resources

DOE - Washington State Department of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Committee
EIS - Emergency Information System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More Intensive 
Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy Group

LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Understanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington
REC – Parks & Recreation Department
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications

ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State Department of Fish 
and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA Uniform Com-
mon Interest Ownership Act 

Sudden Valley Community Association acronyms

out the course. You are never ex-
pected to put yourself at risk.

The active CERT group that 
existed in Sudden Valley before 
COVID-19 has lost many of its 
members through relocation, ad-
vancing age and ill health. We are 
making efforts to revive it. Hope-
fully, there will be a CERT class 
either at Sudden Valley or Geneva 
in the spring. If you want to be 

someone who knows what to do 
in an emergency, please contact 
the Whatcom County coordi-
nator, Doug Bestle at Dbestle@
co.whatcom.wa.us and ask to be 
put on the mailing list for upcom-
ing classes.

Meanwhile, you are welcome 
to come to our monthly meet-
ings at the Sudden Valley fire sta-
tion, on the third Tuesday of each 
month, starting at 6:30 p.m. We 
hope to see you there.

SVCA: Needs CERT volunteers
Continued from 1


