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IN THE DAYS OF YORE …

‘It’s possible most 
culverts have 
never been cleaned 
in SVCA history’ 
Jensen said

By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — Culverts 
in Sudden Valley will receive 

much needed cleaning after the 
Sudden Valley Community As-
sociation Board of Directors ap-
proved funding to begin major 
cleaning of ditches, culverts and 
swales. The 2023 Ditches, Cul-
verts and Swale Cleaning Act will 
pave the way for the 10 year capi-
tal roads and drainage plan to of-
ficially begin.

After the board approved 
funding for the project during its 
Feb. 9 meeting, the project was 
able to move forward. Jo Anne 
Jensen, the association’s general 
manager, announced on Feb. 23 

that cleaning had begun.
This approval is in accordance 

with the 2016 Special General 
Meeting (SGM) mandate for 
2023. The 2016 SGM required 
the association to perform major 
maintenance of ditches, culverts 
and swales each year.

The project has been called 
Culvert and Vegetation Control 
ever since that meeting, and it 
was discovered the efforts of the 
project thus far focused on veg-
etation while culverts and swales 
were neglected. It is possible 
most culverts have never been 

cleaned in SVCA’s history, Jensen 
said.

A Request for Quote (RFQ) 
was issued in 2022 to develop a 
new 10-year capital roads and 
drainage plan. It was found that 
SVCA’s culverts required clean-
ing to move forward with proper 
evaluation.

“We need to clean the culverts 
to do the inspection,” said Jen-
sen. “There’s 250 of them; 100 can 
be cleaned by SVCA, 150 simply 
can’t be cleaned out by SVCA. So 
we have an internal project and 
an external project.”

Jensen explained SVCA’s 
maintenance department would 
clean smaller culverts they have 
the equipment to handle, while 
larger culvert cleaning would be 
outsourced.

According to a project sum-
mary, knowing these culverts 
would all need to be cleaned, and 
that the level of cleaning would 
vary, the 2022 Culverts, Ditches, 
and Swales Project was deferred 
to be completed in 2023. Com-
bining the 2022 and 2023 Capital 

Long overdue culvert cleaning under way

SVCA, Christ 
the King Church 
renegotiate lease
Campus pastor ‘excited 
to continue serving 
community’
By Sarah McCauley
Staff Reporter

SUDDEN VALLEY — Sudden Valley 
Community Association’s board of direc-
tors approved a renegotiated lease between 
the association and Christ the King Com-
munity Church (CTK) on Feb. 23

CTK has been a part of the SVCA com-
munity for over a decade, according to Jo 
Anne Jensen, general manager of SVCA.

Jensen gave an overview of what the 
process looked like, and shared a bit about 
the relationship between CTK and SVCA. 
Discussions took place between Jensen 
and the church.

“We talked a bit about the relationship 
between CTK and SVCA and the many con-
tributions the church has made to the com-
munity, both to people who are members 
and people who are not members of the 
church,” Jensen said.

Discussions included consideration of 
association goals for putting in place equi-
table and appropriate agreements with all 
tenants, according to Jensen. She said this 
brings SVCA closer to the goal of imple-
menting appropriate standard agreements 
for all tenants.

Jason Manning, the church’s senior pas-
tor, said he understood the terms of the 
agreement and said he was “just happy to 
be serving people here.”

W
ith the growing popularity of the Valley as 
a beautiful place to live, many have asked 
about what the area was like before it be-
came Sudden Valley.

Before it became Sudden Valley, this area 
was a ranch owned by the Glen Corning family.

The Views is reprinting a feature story about the Ranch 
that ran in the May 1979 issue of this newspaper.

In essence, this feature has become a history of history.

The following is from the May 1979 Sudden Valley Views:
Imagine Sudden Valley as one large picturesque ranch, 

hills and valleys, pasture where the golf course is now, sweep-
ing down to the beaches of Lake Whatcom, looking out on 
Reveille Island, Austin Creek running past the main house.

Anyone who spends some time at the Adult Center, the 

original ranch house, can’t help but speculate on what it used 
to be like. Much of the area is still the same, due to careful 
environmental controls.

Betty and Glen Corning, original owners of Sudden Valley, 
then called the ranch, recently visited their daughter, Glenda 
Henifin, and shared some of their memories with the Views.

Corning, a logger, rancher, aviator, contractor, land de-
veloper and leisure fisherman, bought the property from a 
man named Banning Austin in 1949.

Austin’s father had homesteaded the land. Corning was 
originally from Port Angeles.

He moved to Whatcom County in 1941 and he and Betty 
and their three young children, Jack, Glenda, and Mike lived 
in a logging camp east of Deming.

The Ranch: Revisited

To prevent the intro-
duction and spread of 
aquatic invasive spe-
cies, the Lake Whatcom 
Management Program 
operates several aquatic 
invasive species check 
stations at Lake Whatcom 
and Lake Samish.

Inspectors at these 

check stations inspect all 
watercraft entering these 
lakes to ensure that they 
are clean, drained, and 
dry and are not transport-
ing aquatic invasive spe-
cies.

Aquatic invasive spe-
cies are non-native 
aquatic plants, animals, 

and pathogens that can 
cause economic loss, en-
vironmental damage, and 
harm to human health. 
They can easily spread to 
new waters by watercraft 
that are transported from 
one fresh waterbody to 

AIS: Aquatic invasive species

See AIS on 6
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

By Lee Langdon
Member submission 

SUDDEN VALLEY — The Val-
ley Arts Group at its Saturday, 
April 8 meeting at 10 a.m. in the 
community center/barn.

After taking care of business, 
we each share at least one piece of 
our art, and then spend time with 
the featured artists.

You are welcome to stop in and 
see us at work, especially after 11 
a.m. when we hang the new quar-
ter’s art.

From 4-6 p.m. Saturday, April 
15 in the community center/barn, 

the Valley Arts Group will hold a 
reception for the featured artists. 
Everyone is welcome.

The Valley Arts Group meets 
quarterly to support each other in 
various ways.

But while we focus on each 
member’s art, we rarely get a 
chance to delve deep into each 
artist’s history.  But when we do 
— surprises await us. 

Several members have lived 
abroad for months or years.

For Lee Langdon, Army brat 
that she is, she started grade 
school in the Panama Canal Zone, 
and graduated from high school 

in Germany. Last month’s fea-
tured artist, Alice Healy, lived in 
Singapore for three years. And…

Michael Davolio: Featured
artist in the barn

This quarter’s featured art-
ist, Michael Davolio lived and 
worked in Abu Dhabi, the capital 
of the United Arab Emirates.

His team was hired to design 
new cities. Davolio photographed 
the sites for inclusion in their 
reports. During his time there, 
Davolio also visited Dubai, Al Ain, 
Oman and Qatar.

The architecture and the cul-
ture were fascinating, Davolio 
said, and he was able to capture 
much of it with his camera. 

A native New Englander, Davo-
lio  started developing photo-
graphs in his uncle’s darkroom 

when he was 7.
Early on, Davolio discovered 

that taking pictures was a great 
way to create memories.

He never took photography 
classes, but his uncle was a great 
mentor. That uncle taught Davo-
lio how to focus and how to frame 
the shot.

Asked about the tools of his 
artistry, Davolio said his camera 
is not too fancy.

“It’s a Canon EOS Rebel, with 
several different lenses,” Davolio 
said.

Davolio said his favorite places 
are warm.

“In 30 years, I’ve never gotten 
used to the rain here. But I’ve also 
been to places where I’ve missed 
photos because my camera froze 
in cold temperatures,” Davolio 
said. “Some of my favorite sub-
jects are lighthouses, barns, and 
seashores.”

Davolio has had local exhibits 
at some local wineries and brew-
eries, also in art galleries in Rhode 
Island, where he “worked for a 
short time as a planner.”

You can see more of Michael’s 
work at davoliophoto.com, which 
he started as a way to promote his 
side business as a real estate pho-
tographer.

Also  you can find his work at 
facebook.com/davoliophoto. 

Kristy Carrico-Smith, featured 
artist in the clubhouse, near El 
Agave

From the solitude of her home 
studio in the woods, Sudden Val-

ley resident Kristy Carrico-Smith 
brings to life the colors and rich-
ness of the landscapes that sur-
round her each day.

Self-taught and with nature as 
her backdrop, Carrico-Smith has 
an innate talent for allowing her 
surroundings to inspire her, and 
to bring those picturesque land-
scapes to life with color, depth 
and composition. 

Carrico-Smith was raised on a 
farm in rural Kuna, Idaho.

After she graduated college, 
Carrico-Smith joined the United 
States Coast Guard, and served 
in Kodiak, Alaska and Brookings, 
Oregon, where she met her soul-
mate, Norm.

After raising a family, Carrico-
Smith used her background in na-
ture and landscape photography 
to explore other media.

Her propensity for creativity 
eventually drew Carrico-Smith to 
put a brush to canvas. She began 
with acrylics and then progressed 
to her preferred method: working 
with oils.  

Carrico-Smith found her pas-
sion and has fallen in love. You’ll 
fall in love with Carrico-Smith’s 
art, too.

You will find Carrico-Smith 
sharing her creations at vari-
ous local events and art markets 
throughout the year.

You can find her on Instagram 
at @kristycarricoart, on Facebook 
at Kristy Carrico Art or by visiting 
her website, kristycarricoart.wix-
site.com/website.

Also visit valleyartsgroup.org.

International travel and Valley Arts Group artists

Stone Sol-
diers, top, 

by Michael 
Davolio. At 
right, Loch 

Alpach 
(Club-

house) 
by Kristy 
Carrico-

Smith.  
(Courtesy 

photos)
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DETAILS

Seven Saturdays from
March 25 to May 6

10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
 

Bellingham Unitarian
Fellowship

1207 Ellsworth St
 

$140
 

To register or for
further info, call or text

360-303-4266
 

Testimonials and
reviews of the workshop
are available, including a

report in the Sudden
Valley Views of January
2005 by SV resident the
late Rachel S. Manrique.

 

LIFE STORY
WORKSHOP
with
Philip Damon
Returns to the Bellingham Unitarian
Fellowship

This seven-week workshop in personal

journaling is an empowering approach

to autobiographical recollection,

combining the classical elements of

narrative composition with a holistic

view of one’s heroically purposeful life.

 

Philip Damon taught narrative writing

and literature at the University of

Hawaii from ‘68 until ’02, and has

published widely in fiction and non-

fiction. In ’94, he introduced the seven-

stage Life Story Workshop in Honolulu,

and offered eight more at churches and

civic centers until he retired and

moved full-time to Sudden Valley.

Along with stints as a columnist at four

PNW publications, he did offer two

workshops at the BUF back in ’04 and

’05. Both were highly praised. After a

lengthy hiatus, the workshop is back.
 

Kitchen/Bath Remodels & More!
Call Chris: 360-988-3012

 Licensed & Bonded • Contractor # BELLIH835DF

www.bellinghamhomeworks.com
“I’m a Sudden Valley resident!”

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

Lock Service
• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox

• Mailbox Locks Replaced

• Car Transponder Keys Copied

Tree Service

(360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Take Down & Limbing

Serving Sudden Valley for 37 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD
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ACC Chair: Keith McLean; N&E Chair: Michael Wadsworth
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Sudden Valley ViewS
Sudden Valley Community Association

4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
www.suddenvalley.com

  
Administration Offices / Member Services are located 

in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 

Administration Offices/ Member Services: 360-734-6430
Hours: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email), 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person as-
sistance at the admin office window, Monday through Friday
General Manager: JoAnne Jensen, jjensen@suddenvalley.com
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
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DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to the 
editor submitted by members of the Association. 
Topical submissions of current news interest may 
be accepted up to six times per calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

MPR floor not suitable 
for certain exercise 
classes
Editor,

This letter is my response to moving 
exercise classes to the multipurpose room 
(MPR). As a longtime former aerobics 
instructor, I’d like to offer a brief history of 
exercise classes in Sudden Valley. After re-
tiring in 2014, I enrolled in exercise classes 
provided by the YMCA at the dance barn, 
8 Barn View Ct.

The Y provided balance, Zumba, 
aerobics, country heat, spin, yoga, yoga 
for seniors, and perhaps a few more. 
Instructors held high-impact classes and 
those requiring a great deal of movement 
upstairs in the dance barn, while the more 
stationery classes (spin and yoga) were 
offered in the MPR.

Later, I earned a license to instruct 
aerobics classes for the Y. When the Y left, 
I got an additional instructor’s license, a 
business license, and insurance.

As in previous years, I held class up-
stairs in the dance barn. Starting in 2018, 
dance blast was also held in the dance 
barn until the pandemic caused all exer-
cise classes to shut down.  

Now, the GM, board and recreation 
center staff are moving classes to the MPR, 
claiming they were always held there and 
are merely returning them to their original 
space and/or it is a temporary move while 
repairs are made to the dance barn, hope-
fully this summer.

Because there is no give to the MPR 
floor like the wood floor upstairs, the MPR 
is unsuitable for high-impact, high-mo-
bility fitness classes. The hard floor may 

cause foot, shin and knee damage.
Also, a support pole in the middle of 

the MPR restricts movement. It is a visual 
detriment and physical hazard. These 
factors make the MPR room unsuitable for 
classes such as dance blast, aerobics and 
Zumba.

I hope that when the renovations to the 
Dance Barn are completed this summer, 
the floor will remain high-impact and 
exercise-worthy, so many instructors will 
be eager to offer classes to our community 
members while keeping them safe.
Alicia (Lish) Jamtaas
Sudden Valley

WTA bus a ‘favorite 
excursion’
Editor,

I want to promote one of my favorite 
excursions from Sudden Valley. Some 
people will think I’m crazy and that’s fine.

Now and then I like to take the WTA 
bus into Bellingham and do such things 
as visit a restaurant or shop I’m curious 
about, see a film at the Pickford, visit the 
central library, hike a bit at Whatcom Falls 
Park or Galbraith Mountain, see an exhi-
bition, or just explore.

I could do the same things driving, of 
course, but I always feel more relaxed and 
optimistic after a bus ride.

But if you’re looking for reasons to not 
ride the bus, you can find them. If you’ve 
found yours, you may want to stop read-
ing here.

Assuming you don’t live within walking 
distance of a gate, you can drive to a park 
and ride area at a gate.

The bus picks up and drops off at all 
the Sudden Valley Gates around the top of 

the hour.
Find the actual route and schedule 

at schedules.ridewta.com/#route-
details?routeNum=512. You can also 
install a real-time bus tracker app for your 
phone. The trip takes roughly 20 minutes 
each way. Adults will pay $1.50 for seniors, 
free for youths.

The driver and other riders (virtually 
all students) are polite. You will see things 
you don’t notice when driving. You will 
engage more with the community, and 
experience more diversity. You will save 
a little gas and CO2. You will avoid the 
anxiety of driving and parking.

You will have supported a local service 
that is vital for somebody else. If you are 
still reading, you may be open to the idea. 
Give it a try for your next little getaway.
Tom Horton
Sudden Valley Gate 3

Why pretend to be 
something you are not?
Editor,

In February, the Sudden Valley Views 
published a long letter in which the 
author poses as a member of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association (SVCA).

This letter is written as if by an associa-
tion member.

However, the letter was not written by 
an association member. Members must 
own Sudden Valley property, and the 
author does not.

The author could have called them-
selves a resident, but chose instead to pass 
as an association member.

By doing so, the author is deliberately 
misrepresented, leaving real association 
members with the false impression the 

letter was written by one of us. 
Why pretend to be something you are 

not ? Possibly because creating an affinity 
with a group helps promote a product or 
an agenda?

The item promoted here is free Sudden 
Valley Views advertising (with color pic-
tures) for the author’s favored business.

In reality, the SVCA membership 
would be better off if that business had 
paid for the Views space instead of free-
loading off of us dues-paying members.
Nancy Alyanak
SVCA Member

Submitting letters to 
the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages 
letters to the editor. However, submissions 
must refrain from attacking individuals 
without providing supporting documenta-
tion or a rational and legally defensible 
justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyn-
dentribune.com and should not exceed 
550 words.

Your letter must include your full 
name, complete address and telephone 
number. Your address and telephone 
number will not be printed in the news-
paper, but will be used for verification by 
newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters 
containing personal attacks of a libelous 
nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves the 
right to edit or refuse any letter.

All columns and letters on the opinion 
page are the views of the authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Sudden Valley Views newspaper.

Lease: SVCA, Christ the King Church renegotiate
Continued from 1

“It was a pleasant interaction 
all the way along,” Manning said.

Sonia Voldt, treasurer of the 
board, agreed it had been a 
smooth process from her per-
spective as well.

“All the concerns we had, you 
guys addressed them and they 
have been taken care of in this 
lease. It’s very clear, and I’m really 
happy with the way it turned out. 
So, I’m glad to hear you say that 
too,” Voldt said.

CTK’s previous lease agree-
ment had expired in December 
2022, but was extended until the 
end of February 2023 to allow for 
negotiation of the new lease pre-
sented before the board. 

The new lease includes slight 

changes to the space leased by 
CTK, taking into consideration 
that spaces included in the pre-
vious lease will be undergoing 
renovation. These spaces were 
removed as it seemed unfair to 
include spaces they will eventu-
ally be unable to use, Jensen said. 
It also includes a change to the 
monthly rent from $650 to $1,100. 
This new amount was determined 
“by adding up the facility rental 
rates for the spaces leased and 
applying a 50% discount. The pro-
posed lease also states that if CTK 
reserves space for other meet-
ings or events, they will receive a 
50% discount on the facility rental 
rate,” according to the approval 
request memo included in the 
meeting packet.

“There were rooms that were 

removed, but we already dis-
cussed that we may continue to 
use those rooms as needed until 
renovations begin,” Manning said.

Jensen added that another 
benefit of the discussions was the 
development of outlining clear 
communication channels, so that 
all parties involved know who to 
speak to if questions arise.

“We, the church CTK Sudden 
Valley, are just really looking for-
ward to continuing to serve this 
community like we have for 12 
years,” Manning said.

Other important moments 
from the board’s February meet-
ings:

• Committee meetings will of-
ficially be able to take place over 
zoom after the board adopted a 
resolution authorizing remote 

participation in meetings. This 
was part of an effort to make com-
mittee meetings “more flexible” 
for community members to join, 
according to President Andrew 
Tischleder. 

At both meetings Voldt took a 
moment to remind the communi-
ty that there are currently commit-
tee openings. Anyone interested 
in joining a committee can apply 
online through the SVCA website, 
or contact the front desk at the 
welcome center. It was discovered 
that there may have been a “glitch 
with some of the applications,” 
according to Voldt. The board rec-
ommended people check back in 
via the website or welcome center 
if they suspect there was an issue 
with their application.

• Jensen addressed the recent 

increase in marina fees at the be-
ginning of the Feb. 9 meeting. She 
said most fees increased by 15% to 
balance “the fact that SVCA’s fees 
are significantly lower than at oth-
er marinas in the area with a need 
to keep increases at a reasonable 
level for members.”

Jensen also said there had 
been several questions about in-
creases, so she wanted to ensure 
it was on the record for the com-
munity. 

“One type of marina fee, spe-
cifically the cost of season passes, 
increased by 82%. This larger in-
crease is based on recognition that 
the cost of a season pass should 
reflect its value,” Jensen said. “It 
is important to note any member 
with a wet slip can launch without 
additional fees.”



March 2023 | Page 5Sudden Valley ViewS

Kimberly DeYoung
PROFESSIONAL IN-HOME

CARETAKING WITH
DIGNITY AND GRACE

(360) 420-4232
Ferlingk@gmail.com

See GM on 11

February weather was quite 
mild, until the last week. At SVCA, 
we watch the weather carefully so 
that we can de-ice, spread sand, 
and be ready to plow, when nec-
essary.

This snow season, new ap-
proaches to maintaining the 
roads were implemented by 
Maintenance Superintendent 
Mike Brock. With two weather 
events under our belts, we can 
tell that these changes are help-
ing to make snow removal more 
effective.

For example, the salt brine be-
ing used currently is a different 
product than was used in pre-
vious years. Applying the brine 
helps to keep ice from forming 
and also makes plowing more ef-
fective, because the snow sepa-
rates more easily from the street.

Because we buy the brine from 
the City of Bellingham, it is also 
much cheaper than the product 
used before. The purchase of a 
Yanmar Tractor with a snow plow 
attachment has also improved 
our ability to keep SVCA roads 
safe. The tractor is smaller and 
more maneuverable than our 
other plowing vehicles, so it can 
effectively clear the mailbox clus-
ters, cul-de-sacs, and other tight 
areas.

While snow still creates dan-
gerous driving conditions and in-
convenience for the community, 
we are pleased that our efforts are 
moving us in the right direction 
and we’re grateful for the many 
residents who have called and 
emailed to let us know that they 
think we are doing a good job at 
this important task.

Maintaining facilities
The sauna in the Adult Center 

was closed in February for evalu-
ation and repair. Just prior to this 
closing, SVCA responded to a fire 
alarm at the Adult Center which 
was set off by smoke coming 
from the sauna. The cause of the 
smoke is not clear, so an evalua-
tion is needed before it can be re-
opened.

Some members have come 
forward to tell us that they have 
seen people taking food into the 
sauna. That practice is inappro-
priate and probably contributed 
to the condition of the damaged 
sauna. This brings me to an im-
portant point: Sudden Valley is 
a big place and has many assets 
to maintain. While we conduct 
frequent checks on all facilities 
and perform custodial tasks on 
a regular schedule, carelessness 
and malicious damage add sig-
nificantly to our workload.

Please help us minimize this 
by letting administration or se-

curity know if you see someone 
damaging property. One addi-
tional note: the sauna in the Rec 
Center is fully operational, so 
members still have access to a 
working unit.

Culvert cleaning and 10-year 
road plan

The recently approved cul-
vert cleaning project began this 
month, with progress being made 
in Gate 5. Cold and snowy weath-
er halted cleaning operations, but 
they will resume as soon as pos-
sible.

Cleaning is being done by 
both our Maintenance Team and 
Stremler Gravel, an external con-
tractor. We need outside help for 
this because SVCA equipment 
cannot effectively clean culverts 
with a diameter greater than 12 
inches and longer than 30 feet.

The culvert cleaning will im-
prove storm water management 
and will make it possible to com-
plete a full inspection of culverts 
as part of the 10-year road and 
drainage plan project that was 
awarded by SVCA to Impact De-
sign. In addition to culverts, the 
inspection phase of this project 
will include a detailed inspection 
of the forty miles of roads in Sud-
den Valley.

The inspection will be com-
pleted by experienced engineers 
on foot, who will walk every mile 
of road to produce a detailed re-
cord of the current state of our 
roads and drainage.

This information will enable 
Impact Design to include very 
specific recommendations for 
the road repairs and improve-
ments that will be needed over 
the next 10 years.

Please be aware that culvert 
cleaning and inspection work 
will be ongoing over the next few 
months and drive carefully.

Department Updates
Administration

Activity Summary
• Began network reorganiza-

tion to prepare for transition to 
cloud.

• Finished Marina renewal 
mailing.

• Working with Guardian Se-
curity to finalize installation of 
new card access system.

• Completed research on new 
time-tracking software.

• Completed a compliance au-
dit of HR files.

Successes
• Completed a successful au-

dit of 2022 Marina Rental Agree-
ments and billings.

Planned Work
• Finalize 2023 Master Calen-

dar and implement new Event 

Calendar on SuddenValley.com.
• Continue screening and in-

terviewing applicants for open 
staff positions.

Accounting
Activity Summary
• Continued routine work 

to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; delivered December 
financials on schedule.

• Continue to work on closing 
out 2022 financials and preparing 
year end reporting.

Successes
• Prepared first batch of checks 

for internally processed Transfer 
Fee refunds.

Planned Work
• Consider alternatives for ar-

chiving records.

Maintenance
Activity Summary
• Repaired hour meter on Vac-

Trailer.
• Mailbox cleaning has been 

started.
• Dry Slip organization at Ma-

rina is underway.
• Prepped area around gazebo 

along Lake Louise trail for future 
repairs.

• Applying brine on SVCA 
roads to prepare for cold weather 
and snow.

• Facilities inspections were 
conducted.

• Gravel at Area Z was graded.
• Parking area at Marina was 

graded.
•  Repaired signposts (five of 

them).
• Cleared large tree from trail 

head near 36 Morning Glory Dr. 
• Picked up debris left by resi-

dents (two couches).
• Cleaned graffiti at Maple 

Leaf Park, bus stop and restroom 
at old campground.

• Woodwork was repaired in 
Sauna at Rec Center.

• Installed no parking sign on 
Granite Circle in front of fire hy-
drant.

• Mutt mitts station installed at 
Welcome Center.

• Staffed multiple after hours 
and weekend shifts for snow 
plowing.

Successes
• New sander is installed and 

ready.
Planned Work
• Culvert cleaning project.
• Finalize plan for janitorial 

services.
• Have sauna evaluated at 

Adult Center for rehabilitation.
• Continue with Marina orga-

nization.

Recreation
Activity Summary
•  Finalize Marina renewal 

package and mail to 2022 renters.
• Finalized several facility 

rental agreements.
• Researching options for per-

sonal trainer service at Fitness 
Center.

• Working with Bellingham 
Bay Swim Team to negotiate 2023 
swim season.

• Researched pool equipment 
for 2023 season.

• Got quote for adding mirrors 
to Multipurpose Room A.

Successes

• Scheduled lifeguard training 
for 2023 season.

• Rowing machine purchase 
was approved.

Planned Work
• Obtain comparative rental 

rates for facilities.
• Give input into tennis court 

renovation; consider adding 
pickleball.

• Prepare for summer hiring of 
lifeguards and other Recreation 
Department seasonal staff.

• Get the Marina office ready 
for the season.

Golf
Activity Summary
• Hosted a successful Winter 

Series event on Superbowl Satur-
day.

• Reviewed safety practices for 
Turf Care staff.

• Began planning 2023 capital 
needs.

Jo Anne Jensen: General manager’s report
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Start The New Year 
In A Brand New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.comGregPaul@Remax.net

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

FINANCIALS

AIS

Continued from 1

another. Once established, they 
can result in significant impacts 
to our environment, economy, 
and infrastructure.

Aquatic invasive species of 
particular concern are zebra 
and quagga mussels.

Inspectors are looking for 
any animal or plant material 
that may pose a risk to Whatcom 
County waters.

The inspectors will ask ques-
tions about launching history 
and then they will physically in-
spect your boat. 

They are ensuring that your 
boat is cleaned, drained and 
dried to ensure that aquatic in-
vasive species larvae are not 
present on damp gear or stand-
ing water.  

Purchase your permit on-
line and learn more about the 
AIS program at whatcomboat-
inspections.com/annual-per-
mits-and-fees.

 
Fees

• Annual Registered Permits: 
$60 for vessels 16 feet or longer 
and/or are powered by an en-
gine with over 10 horsepower.

•  Annual Small Vessel Mo-
torized Permits: $30 for vessels 
smaller than 16 feet and are 
powered by an electric troll-
ing motor or an engine with 10 

horsepower or less.
• Three-day pass: $20 is good 

for use on Lake Whatcom and/
or Lake Samish for both reg-
istered and small vessels for 3 
consecutive days only.

• One-day pass: $10 is good 
for use on Lake Whatcom or 
Lake Samish for both registered 
and small vessels for one day 
only.

Hand-carried boats (canoes, 
kayaks, rowboats, etc.) $10. This 
permit is for non-motorized, 
hand-carried watercraft or 
small rowboats or sailboats that 
are powered by hand or wind. 
The permit is valid through Dec. 
31.

• Decontamination services, 
when required, will cost an ad-
ditional $25.

Permit fees are not required 
for surfboards, paddle boards, 
and kite boards (of any size); 
float tubes and water sport toys; 
or  non-motorized  inflatables 
that are 10 feet or less in length.

Payment Options
In 2023, permits may be pur-

chased online or via credit card 
at the check station.

• Online:  whatcomboatin-
spections.square.site.  Credit/
debit cards only.

• Inspection locations:  Pre-
pay online  at whatcomboat-
inspections.square.site or by 
credit/debit card on site.

Annual permit stickers will 
be valid until Dec. 31 and will 
need to be visible on the boat 
so that permit numbers can be 
recorded and tracked by the in-
spector on duty.

Three-day passes and one-
day passes for registered or mo-
torized watercraft may be pur-
chased online and are valid only 
for the date(s) indicated on the 
pass.

Visit  whatcomboatinspec-
tions.com  and  take the  AIS 
awareness course.

Complete the test  to earn 
your AIS awareness course cer-
tificate and a  $10  online dis-
count code for your 2023 permit 
purchase.
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Ethan Tucker                Tree Care
• HAZARD TREE REMOVAL • PRUNING & Care 
  • Climbing Work/Limbing • Tree Felling & Cutting

    • Brush & Invasive Plant Removal • Fire Safety Clearing

WA lic. #602613769  ISA# PN-5447A Lic#ETHANTT907N7

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed and Insured 

Please Call 360-298-0903
ethantuckertreecare@gmail.com

FINANCIALS
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GetWild@WildFISHwives.com • (360) 303-0240 
Free delivery to Sudden Valley & Geneva! Email to arrange; cash, check or Venmo.

WILD 
SEAFOOD

Email or text to order 
smoked salmon!

Salmon & Halibut expected late fall.

FINANCIALS

Beginning next month, all 
member-submitted articles to the 
Views will carry the gold Member 
Feature banner. The Sudden Val-
ley Views is the official newslet-
ter of the Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association (SVCA). It 
carries SVCA announcements, 
news, project updates, reports 

the Board’s actions, and other in-
formation for members.

By clearly identifying mem-
ber submissions, our readers can 
quickly distinguish between offi-
cial Association submissions and 
those of members. 

SVCA Members are encour-
aged to submit articles of interest 

for inclusion in the Views. Mem-
ber-submitted articles should 
focus on areas of interest to the 
Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and 
politicking belong in the Letters 
to the Editor, and will not publish 
as a Member Feature article. Arti-
cles promoting a vendor’s servic-
es, or advertisements disguised 
as articles, will not be accepted. 
The Views has a separate mecha-
nism for advertising a business, 
and that is where such informa-
tion should be kept.

To provide fair and equal ac-
cess, consecutive submissions by 
a member will not be permitted. 
In other words, members who 
have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article 
for the following issue. 

Please note: The Sudden Val-
ley Views publication and its edi-

tor are contracted by the SVCA 
and adhere to the principles of 
freedom of the press. And per 
the SVCA Bylaws, the editor has 
“complete control of the writ-
ten content of the Association’s 
newsletter with the sole excep-
tion of any and all materials sub-
mitted by the Board …” 

Submission guidelines
• Eligibility: Submissions will 

only be accepted from SVCA 
members. Submission must in-
clude member’s name and ad-
dress, or name and division and 
lot number. Your address will not 
be published, but will be used to 
verify that you are a member of 
the SVCA.

• Format: Submissions should 
be ready to post, appearing ex-
actly how the member wants it to 
read in the Views.

• Length: Submissions are lim-
ited to no more than 400 words, 
and must be in Word or Text for-
mat (not PDF).

• Deadline: Submissions 
should be emailed to editor@ by 
4 p.m. the 23rd of every month 
for the following month’s edi-
tion. There is no guarantee sub-
missions will make the following 
month’s publication. 

• Publication: We reserve the 
right to decline a submission or 
save it and publish it in a future 
issue. We also reserve the right 
to edit, shorten or revise your ar-
ticle. 

• Photos: If we publish your 
article, we want to accompany it 
with compelling images that il-
lustrate your subject. You know 
your subject best, so we are ap-
pealing to you for images. How-
ever, if you would like to submit 
an article but cannot supply pho-
tos, that’s fine.

New member feature starting in April

Life story workshop

Philip Damon’s life story work-
shop in personal journaling is 
an empowering approach to 
autobiographical recollection, 
combining the classical elements 
of narrative composition with 
a holistic view of one’s hero-
ically purposeful life. Workshop is 
held on seven consecutive Sat-
urdays from 10 a.m. until 12:30 
p.m. March 25 to May 6 at the 
Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship, 
1207 Ellsworth St. Cost is $140. 
To register or for more informa-
tion, call or text 360 303-4266.
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FDI-1867L-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e�ective 02/22/2023. CDs o�ered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market
value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs o�ered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

 

 
 

 
 

Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 4.70
1-year 5.00

4.553-month

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment.

FINANCIALS

SVCA Committees
Board of Directors 

The Board meets at 7 p.m. 
on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month in 
the Dance Barn, located at 8 
Barn View Court.

Architectural 
Control 
Committee

The ACC is responsible for 
reviewing requests to make 
exterior modifications to 

your property. 
These can include general 
landscaping, fence requests, 
building an addition, tree 
limbing, and removal 

considerations.
The ACC normally has 
meetings the first and third 
Thursdays of every month. 
One is generally scheduled 

as an AM (9 a.m.) meeting 
and one a PM (6 p.m.) 
meeting. 

These meetings currently 
take place via Zoom.
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 

• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 

• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 

• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,100 $175 Single $2,310 $195
Couple $3,150 $265 Couple $3,465 $290
Family of 3+ $3,360 $280 Family of 3+ $3,700 $310
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,470 $125 After Noon Play $1,625 $140
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,525 $130 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,675 $145
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,050 $90 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,150 $100
Junior (17 and Younger) $300 $30 Junior (17 and Younger) $350 $35

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $500 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2023 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Projects allows for cleaning a ma-
jority of culverts prior to inspec-
tion.”

The request before the board, 
as laid out in the meeting packet, 
asked the board to approve the al-
location of $243,739.72 from Roads 
Reserve for the 2023 Ditches, Cul-
verts and Swales (CVC) project.

However, Jensen amended the 
request because she had learned 
additional funds were available.

“After some research, I discov-
ered there was an additional set 
of money for CVC (culvert and 
veg control), and I would suggest 
that it would be a good idea for 
board to add approval to take the 
unspent 2021 dollars of $34,660 
and add that to total request to al-
low us some contingency for this 
budget. If we did that, it would 
give us 13 percent contingency, so 
I’m amending the request,” Jensen 
said. “I’m requesting $275,000,716 
dollars from roads reserve to begin 
a focused effort of cleaning cul-
verts in preparation for the engi-
neering inspection and to improve 
drainage overall.”

President Andrew Tischleder 
made a motion for the board to 
approve the allocation of $275,716 
from the Roads Reserve for 2023 
Project with the inclusion of the 
remaining 2021 funds. Tischleder 
then made a motion to also ap-
prove “execution of the contract 
with Stremler Gravel by Sud-
den Valley GM Jo Anne Jensen 

to complete the project … with 
a maximum amount payable of 
$187,899.72.” The board approved 
both motions.

The board shifted focus to the 
10-Year Roads and Drainage Capi-
tal Improvement Program, which 
would be preceded by the culvert 
cleaning project the board had al-
ready approved. 

After a brief overview from 
Jensen, the board quickly moved 
forward with approving the allo-
cation of $132,350 from the Road 
Reserve Fund for the creation of 
the program, and approved allow-
ing Jensen to “execute a contract 
with a maximum not to exceed 
that $132,350 with Impact Design,” 
as stated by Tischleder when he 
made the motion.

Culvert cleaning is now un-
derway, Jensen said at the Feb. 23 
meeting.

“Our large culvert cleaning 
project has begun … started at 
gate five, we’re working from the 
top down. We had two good days 
of culvert cleaning, we made ex-
cellent progress, but the very cold 
weather suspended the cleaning,” 
Jensen said.

Signs will be posted at gates 
when cleaning is taking place, 
and updates can be found online. 
There will be no road closures, but 
there may be some minor road de-
lays. Jensen asked that residents 
be respectful of work zones.

-- Contact Sarah McCauley at sar-
ah@lyndentribune.com

Under Way: 
Long overdue 
culvert cleaning
Continued from 1

Finance 
Committee 
The Finance Committee typically 
meets the third Wednesday of the 
month, but may change that schedule 
and may have additional meetings.

Nominations and Elections 
Committee 
The Nominations and Elections 
(N&E) Committee typically meets 
the fourth Monday of the month. 

Document Review 
Committee
The DRC currently does not have a 
regular schedule. Check the calendar 
page at SuddenValley.com for more 
information.

Long-Range Planning 
Committee 
The LRPC normally meets on the 

last Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m. 

Community clubs
Valley Arts Group 
Meets quarterly from 10 a.m. to 
noon at the Dance Barn café on 
the second Saturday of January,  
April, July and October. For more 
information visit valleyartsgroup.org.

Sudden Valley ALANON 
Group meets on Zoom and in 
person in the South Whatcom 
County Library Meeting Room. 
Friday book study group from 
8:30–9 a.m., then group session from 
9–10 a.m. Visit https://wa-al-anon.
org/locations/sudden-valley-south-
whatcom-library-building for more 
information.

Sudden Valley AA
Two in person meetings per week; 

Saturday 9-10 a.m., Tuesday 6-7 p.m. 
South Whatcom County Library 
Meeting Room. Zoom meetings on 
Thursdays.
Email suddenvalleyaa@gmail.com for 
details. 
TBD

Finance 
Committee 
The Finance Committee typically 
meets the third Wednesday of the 
month, but may change that schedule 
and may have additional meetings.

Nominations and Elections 
Committee 
The Nominations and Elections 
(N&E) Committee typically meets 
the fourth Monday of the month. 

Document Review 
Committee
The DRC currently does not have a 
regular schedule. Check the calendar 
page at SuddenValley.com for more 
information.
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

March - Plant Trees, Shrubs, Perennials!
Design/Redesign; Pruning; Clean-Ups;

Curb Appeal and Maintenance For Your Home,
a “For Sale” Home, Second Home, Rental

Check me out on FACEBOOK
Contact Terry 360-671-7369

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Looking to purchase a 1-story home in 
Sudden Valley. We are now in a 2-story 
house in SV and need to move into a 

1-story. If you are thinking of selling your 
single story here, please contact us. 

Email: svhousesearch@gmail.com

SVCA acronyms
ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Department of 
Ecology
DRC – Document Review Committee
EIS - Emergency Information System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More Intensive 
Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & Sewer 

District
MOU – Memorandum of Understanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington
REC – Parks & Recreation Department
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community Asso-
ciation
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Govern-
ments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State Department of 
Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA Uniform 
Common Interest Ownership Act 

Please 
Recycle

this Paper.

Skye Luke
Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

Free
classifieds 
for items less 
than $200

The Sudden Valley Views 
is adding a free section to our 
classified ads.

Starting with the April 
Views, members can now 
place free ads for any item less 
than $200.

Ad must be 15 words or less 
and include price of item.

Submit your free classified 
ad to  office@SuddenValley.
com by the 15th of the month 
to be published in the follow-
ing month›s Views. 

GM: Report
for February
Continued from 5

• Worked with Accounting 
dept. to complete year end re-
porting for Golf.

• Re-booked the Aslan Classic, 
our largest golf outing.

• Booked a couple of other, 
smaller outings one of which is a 
new booking.

• Planned hiring process for 
seasonal staff.

• Confirmed our Stay and Play 
pricing with a local hotel and 
booked two small stay and play 
groups.

Successes
• Successful safety walk-

through at Turf Care building.
Planned Work
• Continue to re-book golf out-

ings.
• Promote, prepare, and host 

winter series tournament event.
• Firm up 2023 print and tele-

vision advertising.
• Attend Golf Club meeting on 

Feb. 27.

Turf Care
Activity Summary
• Fairway aerating and top-

dressing continues.
• Sodding of new forward tee 

boxes completed.

• Left over sod applied to No. 
2 fairway drain, and irrigation re-
pair area on No. 9 fairway.

• Cleaned up large accumula-
tion of branches at No. 15 tee box 
and chipped into manageable 
pile.

• Opened, exposed, and re-
paired drain line termination box 
on No. 15 green.

• Pre-season sprinkler head 
clearing has begun, as we have 
well over 1000 sprinklers, antici-
pate completion by month end.

• Lowering No. 4 pond started 
in order to remove Cat tail organic 
growth for upcoming season.

• Course equipment preventa-
tive maintenance continuing.

Successes
• All planned fall/winter proj-

ects completed or close to com-
pletion.

Planned Work
• Irrigation main, system leak 

detected on No. 12 hole.
• Troubleshoot drainage on all 

18 greens continues.
• Troubleshooting irrigation 

system electrical. Irrigation heads 
on No. 1 and No. 15 not commu-
nicating with computer central.

• Continue with sprinkler head 
and drainage catch basin clear-
ing.
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

WE’VE MOVED!
Please visit us at

BRAND NEW Construction all one level 
home with 3 beds, 2 baths. Gorgeous 
kitchen w/oversized 8’ island and big 
pantry, wide open layout and tall vaulted 
ceiling. Elegant soft close cabinetry 
throughout the whole house w/quartz 
countertops & high quality luxury  laminate 
flooring. 1572 sq ft. Laundry/mud room, 
entryway closet w/bench & coat rack. 
Large covered outdoor living area and 
amazing mountain views! Fenced & fully 
landscaped yard w/extra parking for RV/
Boat. Has efficient heating and A/C. About 
35 mins to Bellingham/Vancouver B.C./
Mt. Baker. Seller offering rate buy down! 
Priced to sell. $399,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$109,000
Semiahmoo- 5487 Wood Duck Lp (Bay View Lot).........$349,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

Sudden Valley Drive 3 bedroom, 2 bath, plus family room. One-car garage and a carport. 
No pets. Rent $2500

Blaine: Sea Link community 3 bedroom, 2 bath, 2-car garage. No pets. Rent $2400 

PENDING

Stress Free Property Management

Let us handle your rental!

- 38 Years Experience 
- Sudden Valley Experts

Call Azam at 360-733-3700

Rango
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

10% OFF Entire Purchase
With Coupon

One coupon per customer. Coupon cannot be combined with any other discounts.

 (360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net/Petstop-Sudden-Valley

Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday & Monday

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

The Ranch: Revisited in a May 1979 Views story
Continued from 1

“I logged forever,” Corning 
said. “That’s why I bought the 
property originally, to log it.” 
But he found that when he spent 
weekends on the land, the family 
wanted to be there too.

They liked it so much that 
they moved into the original log 
homestead, without electricity.

Work was started on the main 
house. The first barn was built by 
Austin Creek. The family settled 
into a lifestyle many of us would 
envy the ranch, everyone called 
it, in an area of unsurpassed 
natural beauty.

Glenda Corning Henifin, who 
lives on the lake not far from Sud-
den Valley, said, “I don’t think I 
ever really appreciated it. Then, 
it just didn’t seem out of the or-
dinary, all that freedom. We used 
to tear all over the hills in an old 
jeep picking blackberries. How 
many 12-year-olds get to drive a 
jeep anyway? But we did.

I remember driving up to Lake 
Louise where Dad would try to 
teach me to fly fish.”

Glen, an avid fisherman, re-
called the 20,000 rainbow trout 
he had stocked in Lake Louise. 
“They were really something,” 
he said. Betty remembered the 
Lake Louise monster. “Remem-
ber that huge fish, it was scary. 
It was dark and enormous and 
took everything, it was a monster, 
like jaws.”

She described a huge trout-
like fish that inhabited Lake 
Louise. Who knows, maybe it’s 
still there.

But trout fishing in Lake 
Louise was a regular activity 
for the Cornings. As Catholics, 
they never ate meat on Friday. 
Instead, they went to Lake Louise 
and caught trout and had their 
own fish fry right on the beach.

They talked about their ani-
mals, Glen’s prize heifers. He 
was named cattleman of the year 
in 1966.

The Cattleman’s Association 
held a barbecue in his honor 
in the main barn. They dug an 
enormous hole and roasted 700 
pounds of beef. And there were 
horses.

Each child had his own horse, 
and pet deer and raccoons.

The logging operation man-
aged to scare off some of the 
adult deer population, leaving 
behind, at various times, Billy, 
Sally and Denny fawns that be-
came household pets.

They begged for table scraps, 
and, when no one was looking, 
would snooze on the couch. Betty 
said that Denny was the ornery 
one, very rude.

“Denny would nip us if we 
were eating and he wanted 
something.” Denny got his come-
uppance when he polished off 
a goblet of champagne.” He got 
drunker than a skunk,” laughed 
Glen.

The pet raccoons also had 
house privileges. Glen said they 

would walk to the sink and knock 
everything off on the floor, then 
they’d wash their hands.

Glenda picked up a current 
issue of the Sudden Valley Views. 
“Say Dad, do you want to buy a 
waterfront lot on Lake Louise? 
It’s reasonable and you can save 
on commission.”

About riding, Glenda said, 
“We never had formal riding 
lessons. We just rode them natu-
rally, like Indians would ride. 
Dad had his cattle, but we even 
named the cattle. We had one 
named Lump Jaw and then there 
was another named Jr. Woody. 
We trained him just like a horse. 
We rode around on him.”

Glen commented, “No won-
der I lost money in the cattle 
business.”

The Cornings sold the Ranch 
in 1968, for $1.8 million to Sud-
den Valley, Inc., in care of K.A. 
Sanwick, Jr. 

The rest is recent history. 
Glenda and Ron Henifin and 
their three children, Jaime, 
Rhonda and Jacob, live on Lake 
Whatcom just north of Sudden 
Valley.

Living on the lake keeps her 
from missing the ranch too 
much. She is active in the Lake 
Whatcom Protective Associa-
tion.

“I love living on the lake, and 
I want others to be able to enjoy 
it, too. I used to let the older 
kids row their + boats out on the 
lake anytime, but I wouldn’t let 
my youngest out on weekends. 
It’s too dangerous now with all 
those boats.”

Glen said, “Well, you know the 
definition of an environmental-
ist don’t you? That’s someone 
who has a house on the lake 
and doesn’t want anyone else 
around.”

The Cornings live in Moses 
Lake now. Glen is still active in 
land and real estate and he leases 
out his large ranch near Ephrata. 
Betty hasn’t had time to think too 
much about missing the ranch.

“I’ve enjoyed everything I’ve 
done all my life and by that I mean 
all my married life, 40 years, that’s 
most of my life. I enjoyed our time 
in the logging camp. I loved our 
life on the ranch, and I love my 
life now,” she said.


