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See Search on 12

See Electrofishing on 10

By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY 
— On June 27, the Sud-
den Valley Community 
Association Board of 
Directors approved a 
general manager job 
description.

According to a June 
27 memo from SVCA 
General Manager Jo 
Anne Jensen, the char-
ter of the GM Search 
Committee requires 

that the committee 
develop a GM job de-
scription with a lead-
ership profile for re-
view and approval by 
the board.

“In collaboration 
with Prothman con-
sultant Cliff Moore, the 
committee has revised 
the job description,” 
Jensen wrote. “The de-
velopment of the lead-
ership profile will take 
place after the consul-
tant completes the di-

rector interviews, and 
planned focus groups 
with staff and commu-
nity members.”

As SVCA’s chief 
operating officer, the 
general manager over-
sees all aspects of the 
day-to-day opera-
tions of the Associa-
tion. The SVCA general 
manager implements 
the board’s decisions, 
strategies and policies. 
The general manager 
also works in partner-

ship with the manage-
ment team to ensure 
collaboration and co-
operation between all 
aspects of the associa-
tion.

With a salary range 
of $150-$200K annu-
ally, the general man-
ager reports directly 
to the collective SVCA 
Board.

A complete break-
down of responsibili-
ties, duties, demands 
and working condi-

tions is available in the 
board’s June 27 agenda 
packet at suddenval-
ley.com/board.

On June 13, the 
Sudden Valley Board 
approved $32,850 of 
estimated expenses 
in its search for a gen-
eral manager to re-
place Jo Anne Jensen, 
who will retire when 
her contract expires 
on Oct. 31. In a June 
13 memo from Jensen 
and GM Search Com-

mittee Chair Rick Asai, 
the primary cost — 
$18,500 — is a consul-
tant fee to Prothman, 
the search facilitator.

Other costs con-
nected to the search 
are advertising and an-
nouncements, consul-
tant travel, background 
checks and candidate 
travel expenses.

The $32,850 will 
come from the UDR.

Also on June 13, the 
SVCA Board approved 

proposed easements 
for 8 and 10 Valley 
View Circle, as well 
as the proposed fee of 
$1,500 per property or 
per lot to cover the re-
corded administrative 
cost.

Board Member So-
nia Voldt was not pres-
ent at the meeting. All 
other board members 
voted to approve the 
measure.

SVCA Board approves GM job description, search expenses

Annual general 
meeting (AGM) 
is coming up
By Rob Gibbs

The Sudden Valley Community As-
sociation is preparing for its annual 
general meeting (AGM) election, a cru-
cial event that will determine the future 
leadership and direction of the commu-
nity.

This year’s election, scheduled for 
Saturday, Nov. 2, will fill open seats on 
the Board of Directors, the Nominations 
and Elections Committee, and the Ar-
chitectural Control Committee.

Additionally, members will vote on 
the proposed budget and any changes 
to the bylaws. 

All members are strongly encour-
aged to complete and submit their bal-
lots and carefully follow the instructions 
noted in the ballot materials.

An overview of the voting instruc-
tions will be provided in an upcoming 
article next month.

To make informed decisions, mem-
bers are encouraged to attend candi-
date forums and town halls. Review our 
finances and attend, if possible, board 
and committee meetings.

Ask questions of leadership either via 
email, or in person.

By voting, you are not only taking 
part in the process, but providing your 
input in the direction of our community.

-- Rob Gibbs is Sudden Valley’s Nomina-
tions and Elections chair.

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

Sudden Valley is home to many natural 
water systems, and now one is being put to 
the test. 

On June 14, a group of students from 
Bellingham Technical College experienced 
hands-on electrofishing training at Sudden 
Valley’s very own Austin Creek when they 

On June 14, a group of students from Bellingham Technical College experienced hands-on electrofishing train-
ing at Sudden Valley’s very own Austin Creek when they surveyed the water system for all kinds of aquatic 
inhabitants. (Photo courtesy Maxx Robinson)

Electrofishing: Surveying Fish in Sudden Valley

Cirque 
Cadia 
will be 
at the 
Valley 
Fair 
with an 
inter-
active 
play 
area 
for 
chil-
dren. 
To 
learn 
more, 
see 
page 6

Join us at the Valley Fair!
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1468 SUNNYBROOK LANE
5 BED • 3.5 BATH • 4,283 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $1,250,000
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22 MARIGOLD DRIVE #19
2 BED • 2 BATH • 1,368 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $385,000

Sol
d

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?

Buying or selling a home can be a stressful

process if you don't have the right real estate

agent. You can rely on me to get you the best

possible result. No one works harder for you!

Le t  Me b e  Your  Gu ide !
SOMMER NYTE, REALTOR®

SOMMERNYTE@REMAX.NET

360-305-3248
BESTBELLINGHAMHOMES.COM

Con tac t  Me:

2683 LOCHCARRON DRIVE, FERNDALE
4 BED • 2.25 BATH • 2,213 SQ FT

SOLD FOR AT $665,000

3 STABLE LANE
3 BED • 1 BATH • 1,040 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $435,000

Sol
d

Sommer  Nyt e , REALTOR®PRESENTED BY

RE/MAX WHATCOM COUNTY
913 Lakeway Dr ive
Bel l ingham, WA 98229

Junk Removal &
Property Clean

Up Services
Since 2009.

360-599-1501
Whatcom, Skagit, 

Island Counties
www.apluscleanups.com

Local 
Family Owned
and Operated.

Licensed and Insured.
#CONSTCD821QZ

By Ted Wang

Between exercising my dogs at 
the Marina Dog Park and kayaking, 
I’m frequently down at the lake, 
and I all too frequently see people 
in canoes and kayaks and on stand 
up paddle boards (SUP) not wear-
ing appropriate clothing and not 
having or wearing life jackets (per-
sonal flotation device or PFD).

First of all, Washington State 
Law requires all boaters, including 
SUP users, to have a PFD while on 
the water.  

While it’s not a requirement to 
wear the PFD, it’s tempting fate not 
to.

Attempting to put on a life 
jacket after falling or capsizing in 
deep water will be extremely dif-
ficult, if not futile, and exhausting. 

The US Coast Guard says, “If you’re 
not wearing it, you may as well not 
have it at all.”

Lake Whatcom is a very deep 
body of water. Even if surface tem-
peratures may feel comfortable, 
subsurface water, which can be 
brought to the surface by waves, 
can be very cold.

The US Coast Guard classifies 
water 70 degree Fahrenheit or less 
as cold, and Lake Whatcom water 
can be 50 degrees or colder.

Most have heard of hypother-
mia, but the most immediate dan-
ger to someone who suddenly falls 
off their SUP or is capsized is cold 
water shock.

This can trigger what’s known as 
the gasp reflex, a quick inhalation 
that can fill the lungs with water 
and result in drowning. 

Even if that isn’t the result of 
unplanned immersion, the shock 
to the body can result in panic, and 
panic can be deadly.

Wearing proper clothing can 
make all the difference. Cotton 
clothes will absorb water, become 
very heavy, and impede one’s abil-
ity to get back aboard. 

Without wearing a PFD, that 
weight can drag one underwater. 

In addition, cotton will chill the 
body and bring on hypothermia 
much faster than wearing wool or 
synthetic clothes.

Safely enjoying the beauty of 

Lake Whatcom and Puget Sound 
requires understanding the dy-
namics of cold water. It doesn’t take 
a lot of effort to treat these waters 
with respect and avoid tragedy.

-- Ted Wang is a member of the 
Sudden Valley Safety Committee 
and the owner of Salish Sea Kayak 
School.

Tips for water safety on Lake Whatcom

By Judy White

As more and more communi-
ties like Sudden Valley are at risk 
of wildfire, researchers are learn-
ing more about why some homes 
are destroyed and others are not.

According to a story in the 
Seattle Times, 90% of homes are 
damaged by embers that are 
windblown from a wildfire that 
could be miles away.

The good news is that home-
owners can do a lot to help pro-

tect our homes from these em-
bers. For example:

• Screen all attic and crawl 
space vents with 1/8” (not 1/4”) 
corrosion resistant metal mesh 
to minimize the entry of embers.

• Create and maintain a 
five-foot noncombustible zone 
around the exterior walls and 
decks (as well as underneath 
decks and porches).

Remove anything flammable 
- all wood chips, grass, weeds, 
debris, shrubs and trees, wood 
décor, wood fencing, wood/
wicker furniture - from this five-
foot zone. 

Replace these items with 
gravel, decorative rocks, etc.

• Learn more about how to 
protect your porch and decks.

These issues include fire re-

Remember the embers, not just the flames

According to a story in the Seattle Times, 90% of homes are damaged by embers that are 
windblown from a wildfire that could be miles away. 

Wash-
ington 
State 
Law 
requires 
all 
boaters, 
includ-
ing SUP 
users, 
to have 
a PFD 
while 
on the 
water. 
While 
it’s not a 
require-
ment to 
wear the 
PFD, it’s 
tempt-
ing fate 
not to.

See Remember on 7
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> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) e�ective 06/27/2024. CDs o�ered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per
insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact
your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are
subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are
sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market
value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs o�ered through Edward Jones are
issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

 

 
 

 
 

Call or visit 
your local financial advisor today.

 

Rhea E Booth 
Financial Advisor
12 Bellwether Way 
Suite 106 
Bellingham, WA 98225
360-752-9193

%

%

%

APY*

APY*

APY*

6-month 5.30
1-year 5.15

5.453-month

Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 

• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 

• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 

• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,200 $185 Single $2,400 $200
Couple $3,300 $275 Couple $3,650 $305
Family of 3+ $3,500 $295 Family of 3+ $3,850 $325
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,550 $130 After Noon Play $1,700 $145
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,600 $135 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,760 $150
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,100 $95 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,200 $105
Junior (17 and Younger) $325 $35 Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $40

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $525 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Lock Service & Tree Service
• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox

• Mailbox Locks Replaced

• Broken/Worn Car Keys Cut/Replaced (360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Car Transponder Keys Copied

• Take Down & Limbing

Serving Sudden Valley for 39 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

Administration
Activity Summary

• Continued work to organize 
2024 Valley Fair.

• Supported meetings for Ar-
chitectural Control, Finance, 
LRPC, Nominations & Elections, 
Document Review and Safety 
Committees.

• Held community meeting 
to gather input on proposed AC 
Policy changes.

• Supported very high volume 
of new construction submissions.

Successes
• Swim lessons are completely 

filled.

Planned Work
• Organize additional volun-

teer trail clearing events.
• Finalize Valley Fair prepara-

tions and host the fair.

Accounting
Activity Summary

• Completed routine work 
to maintain monthly financial 
schedule; April financials com-
pleted.

• Continued work on the 2023 
Financial Audit.

• Continued work on the 2025 
Reserve Study.

• Continued work on the 2024 
capital budget.

Successes
• SVCA’s year-to-date collec-

tion rate is 96.8%, which is an im-
provement over last year.

Planned Work
• Continue work on 2023 Fi-

nancial Audit.
• Continue work on annual 

Reserve Study.

Maintenance
Activity Summary

• Road shoulder mowing.
• Mowed SVCA Parks and Rec 

Areas and trimmed vegetation at 
Marina boat launch.

• Opened overflow parking 
at the Marina and AM/PM Park, 
marked areas too wet to open.

• Painted parking spaces at 
multiple locations including Rec 
Center and Dance Barn.

• Serviced and repaired mow-
ers, replaced blades, and serviced 
other equipment.

• Cleaned catch basins, storm 
debris, and removed downed 
trees on Lake Louise Trail.

• Repaired various items: stop 
signs, parking signs, street signs, 
and doors.

• Installed swim boundary 
lines at Marina and AM/PM Park, 
repaired swim line at Marina.

• Secured picnic tables, 
cleaned up graffiti, and repaired 
playground equipment.

Successes
• A candidate accepted the 

seasonal custodian position and 
has started the on-boarding pro-
cess.

Planned Work
• Routine and road shoulder 

mowing.
• Switch the printer circuit at 

the Welcome Center.
• Install a new control panel 

on the HVAC at the Clubhouse.
• Prepare for the Valley Fair.
• Clean stormwater catch ba-

sins and replace a substandard 
catch basin.

• Paint parking spaces, stop 
bars, and the loading zone, and 
replace flail blades on the road-

side mower.

Recreation
Activity Summary

• 1-on-1 Check-ins with life-
guards, reviewing expectations, 
pool rules, and guide to enforc-
ing our pool rules.

• New mirrors installed in 
Multi-Purpose Room A & Fitness 
Center.

• Hit max capacity in the pool 
area three days this month.

• Shared rec staff key + use 
rules implemented with staff.

Successes
• Recreation department staff 

are working well together.

Planned Work
• Recreational Soccer pro-

gram for adults.

Golf
Activity Summary

• Completed Men’s Club 
brackets for the Club Champion-
ship and held a successful WJGA 
event with 118 players.

• Worked with Staff on Junior 
Golf Camp planning and final lo-
gistics for July 1-4.

• Coordinated the 6-6-6 tour-
nament with 78 players and 
managed several small outings.

• Foot golf started June 9th.
• Discussed “Stay and Play” 

golf packages with local hotels 
and event details with Aslan Res-
taurant for August.

• Worked with Turfcare Su-
perintendent and the paving 
crew on cart path repairs and 
held daily meetings on course 
issues and junior camp prepara-
tion.

• Scheduled fleet staff and turf 

crew for weed pulling around the 
clubhouse.

Successes
• Record revenue for May.

Planned Work
• Host Junior Golf Camp.
• Prepare for several outings 

and Ladies Invitational July 12-
13.

Turf Care
Activity Summary

• Repair and maintenance on 
equipment.

• Aggressive cultural prac-
tices on all the putting greens 
Verti-cutting (thinning the turf 
canopy) sand topdressing and 
overseeding.

• Cart path repairs are well 
underway.

• Replaced a four-inch main-

line pipe that burst on No. 7 hole. 
Wrapping up all the little proj-
ects that have been in the back-
ground.

• Wrapping up all the little 
projects that have been in the 
background.

Successes
• We have an effective team 

this season.

Planned Work
• Turf equipment preventa-

tive maintenance is ongoing.
• Sand Trap topping up 

scheduled.
• Mowing all areas of the golf 

course on a steady schedule.
• Prep for Kids camp.
• Mid-season vegetation 

cleanup and line trimming 
around Lake Louise dam head-
works.

AROUND THE VALLEY

Summer is here, SVCA programs are in full swing
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Keith McLean; Vice President: Taimi Van De Polder; Secretary: Linda 

Bradley; Treasurer: Laurie Robinson; Members: Rick Asai, Rob Gibbs, Ray 
Meador, Stu Mitchell, Daniel Rodriguez, Andrew Tischleder, Sonia Voldt.

  
Sudden Valley ViewS is the official publication of the Sudden Valley 

Community Association. Published monthly, it has a circulation of 4,074.
Publisher: Sudden Valley Community Association

Executive Editor: Lynden Tribune and Print Company
Layout and design: Bill Helm, 360-354-4444; bill@lyndentribune.com

Reporter: TBD, 360-354-4444, ext. 23; email@lyndentribune.com
Advertising Manager: Mitze Kester 360-354-4444; mitze@lyndentribune.com

  The Views is published monthly for a subscription price of $24 per year by the 
Sudden Valley Community Association. 
  POSTMASTER: Please send address changes (Form No. 3579) to Sudden Valley 
Community Association, 4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229.
  The acceptance of an ad in the Views does not constitute approval of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association. Comments expressed in the Views are not necessar-
ily the opinions of the SVCA, its officers or Board of Directors, but are solely those 
of the writers. No non-advertising portion of the Views is subject to pre-publication 
review by anyone but the editor.

Sudden Valley
Naturally!

Sudden Valley ViewS
Sudden Valley Community Association

4 Clubhouse Circle, Bellingham, WA 98229
www.suddenvalley.com

  
Administration Offices / Member Services are 

in the Welcome Center, just inside the Gate 2 entrance

Hours: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. for remote assistance (phone or email)
9 a.m. - 4 p.m. for in-person assistance, Monday through Friday 

Administration Offices/ Member Services: 360-734-6430
General Manager: JoAnne Jensen, jjensen@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 321
Accounting Manager: Joel Heverling, CPA, acctmgr@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 212
Accounts Receivable: Gil Martinez, ar@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 214
Accounts Payable: Davey Higashi, ap@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 215
Collections Specialist: Angie Huggins, acctclerk@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 243
Recreation Center Front Desk: 360-366-8450
Director of Golf: Kevin LeDuc, kleduc@suddenvalley.com, Ext. 331

DEADLINES

Views The Sudden Valley Views welcomes letters to 
the editor submitted by members of the As-
sociation. Topical submissions of current news 
interest may be accepted up to six times per 
calendar year.
Letters of up to 550 words are allowed.
The editor may edit for style and libel.

SV Views
P.O. Box 153
Lynden, WA 98264
Fax to: (360) 354-4445
Email: bill@lyndentribune.com

SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The deadline for editorial submissions (including letters 
to the editor) for the upcoming issue is the 23rd of each 
month. 
Editorial items may be submitted to: bill@lyndentribune.
com. For advertising information and deadlines, please 
contact Mitze Kester at mitze@lyndentribune.com or call 
360.354.4444.

Cease and desist?

Editor,
As a follow-up to Adam Phillips letter 

to the editor in the June 2024 Issue of 
Sudden Valley Views, “Renting your home 
‘not a form of community service,’” I think 
it is of the utmost importance to be proac-
tive and not reactive in the enforcement 
of the bylaws that already apply to all, 
which were created to maintain a safe and 
peaceful neighborhood for all in Sudden 
Valley.

It would be sad if this is a case of 
closing the barn door after the horse is 
already out. What recourse do we have if a 
house has already been established as an 
Airbnb? Do we have the power to tell the 
owner of the house to cease and desist? 

As Adam stated, the owner of the 
house living elsewhere, other than in Sud-
den Valley, is a definite possibility.

I live in gate 13 and sometimes walk to 
the mailboxes at the entrance to Western 
Lane. 

Last week, at about 4 p.m. I was walk-
ing to the mailboxes and on my return, 
I walked up Western Lane to Polo Park 
Drive. There is an Airbnb house on West-
ern.

As I passed this house, I counted seven 
cars that were obviously connected to this 
house. Four were parked in the driveway. 

Two were parked on the lawns on ei-
ther side of the driveway. One was parked 
in the street. What caught my eye first was 
not the number of cars, but that five of 

them were white SUVs. 
Summer is just beginning. I feel bad for 

the homes adjacent to this house.
I do not know how many of the car 

occupants were actually staying in that 
particular house, but if I had to guess, the 
cars were mostly rental cars so the bet 
would be that most of the folks were not 
local.

This is a situation that I believe should 
again be discussed at a future board meet-
ing and action taken to prevent Sudden 
Valley suffering the same fate as Priest 
Valley, Idaho.
Barbara Michelson-Harder
Sudden Valley

Tree canopy plans for 
new construction

 
Editor,

It would be helpful if the new construc-
tion items listed on Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC) meeting agendas in-
clude a copy of the county approved Tree 
Canopy Plan in their agenda.

Including the Tree Canopy Plan with 
the posted ACC agenda packet does not 
cost Sudden Valley anything and helps 
neighborhood homeowners. It gives the 
homeowners a chance to see what is 
planned and to react before it is too late.

The Tree Canopy Plan plat shows 
which trees County Planning and De-
velopment Services (PDS) requires to be 
retained and which trees the builder is 
allowed to cut.

 If a neighbor sees all trees on the lot 
are ribboned for cutting, but the Tree 
Canopy Plan shows some trees are to 
be retained, then the Tree Canopy Plan 
is not being followed.  Anyone can take 
pictures of the improperly ribboned trees 
and, along with a copy of the Tree Canopy 
Plan, alert PDS and SVCA to the problem.

The Tree Canopy Plans are public 
records. Members can get copies by filing 
a public record request with the county. 
However, public record requests take time 
-- usually one or two weeks. By then it 
may be too late for the trees. It is easy for 
SVCA to add Tree Canopy Plans for new 
construction to the posted ACC agenda 
package so neighborhood members can 
see the tree plan in a timely manner. 
Members care about their neighborhood. 
Trees are a part of that neighborhood. 
Nancy Alyanak
Sudden Valley

Submitting letters to 
the editor

The Sudden Valley Views encourages 
letters to the editor.

However, submissions must refrain 
from attacking individuals without pro-
viding supporting documentation or a ra-
tional and legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to bill@lyn-
dentribune.com and should not exceed 
550 words.

Your letter must include your full 
name, complete address and telephone 

number. Your address and telephone 
number will not be printed in the news-
paper, but will be used for verification by 
newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor letters 
containing personal attacks of a libelous 
nature will be published.

The Sudden Valley Views reserves 
the right to edit or refuse any letter. All 
columns and letters on the opinion page 
are the views of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Sudden 
Valley Views newspaper.

Submitting articles of 
interest

SVCA members are encouraged to sub-
mit articles of interest for inclusion in the 
Views. Member submitted articles should 
focus on areas of interest to the Sudden 
Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and politicking 
belong in the Letters to the Editor, and 
will not run as a member feature article. 
Articles promoting a vendor’s services, or 
advertisements disguised as articles, will 
not be accepted.

The Views has a separate mechanism 
for advertising a business, and that is 
where such information should be kept. 

However, to provide fair and equal 
access, consecutive submissions by a 
member will not be permitted.

In other words, members who have 
already had an article published may not 
submit an article for the following issue.

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Practices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Department of Ecol-
ogy
DRC – Document Review Committee
EIS - Emergency Information System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information System

GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More Intensive 
Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & Sewer 
District
MOU – Memorandum of Understanding
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elections
NPDES-  National Pollutant Discharge Elimi-
nation System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Development
RCW - Revised Code of Washington

REC – Parks & Recreation Department
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Procedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Community Associa-
tion
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sheriff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State Department of 
Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The WA Uniform 
Common Interest Ownership Act 

SVCA acronyms
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Presented by

swlfriends.org

Celebrate Summer, music and Libraries
Discover what’s new at local libraries and join in a joyous evening of live music.

SUMMER MUSIC SERIES
WHATCOM GROOVES

GLENHAVEN CLUBHOUSE - OUTDOOR CONCERT
2997 Glenhaven Drive

This Afro-Cuban band features Latin Grammy-winning singer Carlos Cascante,
pianist Julio Jauregui, conguero Edsson Otero, drummer Je� Busch and bassist

Dean Schmidt playing a mix of salsa dance classics and original songs!.

Join us for tumbao!
Saturday, July 20, 5:30-7:30 PM

Festivities start at 4:30 PM - Music at 5:30 PM - Bring a blanket or chair 

The Power of Sharing

Thank you to our sponsors:
Whatcom County Library Foundation, Jazz Center of Bellingham and Trader Joe’s

Friends of the South Whatcom Library,

Reserve free spot now — wcls.org/grooves

By Lee Langdon 
Valley Arts Group

Because we live in a forest, we 
are surrounded by trees every 
single day. 

We are the envy of much of 
the country, with our year-round 
green, tall and beautiful hemlock, 
cedars and firs, not to mention 
cottonwoods, dogwoods and big 
leaf maples.

The Valley Arts Group chal-

lenged its members to produce 
art — any kind, any media — that 
features trees. 

What do you focus on?
The trees or the forest? Come 

to the featured artists’ reception 
from 4-6 p.m. Saturday, July 29 in 
the community room at the barn. 

You will see the results of the 
challenge on display at our com-
munity center, so you can discuss 
your perspective on the age-old 
question with the participating 
artists.

In addition, you will meet Keri 
Trine, whose enhanced acrylics 
will be featured in the barn, and 
Kristy Carrico-Smith whose lu-
minous oils capturing our natural 
surroundings are displayed on 
the way into El Agave.

Full descriptions of both are in 
last month’s issue on the featured 
artists.

This reception is a celebration 
of the talent residing in Sudden 
Valley. The whole community is 
welcome.

Light snacks will be served. 
Members are also hard at 

work preparing the 2025 calen-
dar. Sales of the calendar help 
fund our scholarship for a WWU 
art student.  We sold out last year, 
so keep an eye out for the October 
on-sale date.

For more info about the Valley 
Arts Group, visit valleyartsgroup.
org or facebook.com/ValleyArts-
Group.

Can’t see the trees for the forest?

Above: Willows, acrylic. By Peggy Sullivan. At right: Magical Tree, silk painting. By 
Stephanie Strong.
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Join us for a fun packed day of 
games, food, and entertainment, 
perfect for the whole family 

Saturday, July 13th, 10-3

Sudden Valley  Gate 2  Recreation Corridor

 

Sponsored by Sudden Valley Community Association
Suddenvalley.com/360.734.6430

Free Admission

Craft & Vintage Vendors

Promotional Booths

Trine Design
Chaos Creates

Garage Woodworks PNW
Honey Drew Topicals

Headwaters Farm
Pacific Pebbles NW

Simply Crafted By Sasha
Rusty Watermelon
Bethany Rogers Art

StuStu Studio
Rustic Star Candle

Mystically Gemini
Chapter and Craft Studio

Storm Lust Soundbath
Elton Media

Dragonfly Glass
Crochet Crafts By Emily

Sew Much More Embroidery & Crafts
RJKU Ceramic

Owings Jewelry
Sharper by Parker- Knife Sharpening

Ari Appel Art

Dex Turns Wood
Nancy Moore

Songi Creations
Elementails

Wild Little Gherkin
Dandy Dannies

Kym George Plants and Things
Little Green House

Phoenix Butterfly Designs

South Whatcom Library
Friends of the South Whatcom Library

Valley Arts Group
Weitzel Andrews Home Team

Natural Way Chiropractic
Whatcom County Stormwater

Cirque Cadia

Music Stage 10:30 to 3:00
Jon Elton, Gary Bara, Russel Harris, Thermal Blues Express, Flashback

Food Trucks & Concessions 10:00 to 3:00

Beer Garden 11:00 to 3:00

Bounce House and Childrens' Games 10:00 to 3:00

Dino Races 
10:30 - 11:00

Cornhole Tournament
11:00 -- 12:00

Potato Sack Races
12:00 -- 1:00

Limbo Contest
1:00 -- 2:00

Water Balloon Toss
2:00 -- 3:00

Valley Car Show 10:00 to 3:00

10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30 12:00 12:30 1:00 1:30 2:00                                              2:30 3:00
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Since 1967 LFS Marine & Outdoor has served the
Pacific Northwest community. Now, with several stores

in Western Washington and Alaska, LFS maintains its roots
in Whatcom County with our flagship store and

corporate office at Squalicum Harbor in Bellingham.
The secret to our 50+ year success story has been
dependable and reliable service through the most

challenging times. We understand that our customers
rely on us to help them navigate a successful boating

and outdoor experience. That is why we’re here for you,
and that is why we’re here to stay.

851 Coho Way, Bellingham, WA
360-734-3336 • 800-426-8860

www.Go2marine.com
“They have so much stuff!! Its a great place for any outdoors
person or even DIY people. 
They have good prices too.”   

- Google Review

Serving Northwest
 

Washington Adventurists
 For Over 50 Years.

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

To request a quote, view used inventory and to check out 
our line-up of new Legion and Icon EVs, please visit: 
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 201-9774

YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR ALL
OF YOUR GOLF
CART NEEDS!
 WE DELIVER! 
 WE TAKE 
TRADE-INS! 

 WE PAY CASH
FOR CARTS!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

FINANCIALS

Remember: The embers
sistant decking materials, metal 
flashing, spacing between boards 
and between joists, etc.

Routinely remove debris that 
accumulates between deck boards 
and where the deck attaches to the 
house.

A series of very informative 
fire prevention fact sheets from 
FireWise are now available on the 
Safety Committee page on the 
SVCA website.

Topics include fire spread on 
ember-ignited decks, attics and 
crawl space vents, and skylights.

At least one local hardware 
store sells 1/8” galvanized metal 
mesh in various widths as well as 
stainless steel heavy duty staples 
as one option to attach the mesh 
to vents, under decks/porches, etc. 

If you haven’t already, please 
watch the 13-minute YouTube 
video “Your Home Can Survive 
Wildfire” that was shown by What-
com Conservation District at our 
May 15 Wildfire Prep workshop to 
understand more about why this 
issue is so very important for your 
home’s safety. 

See it at youtube.com/
watch?v=vL_syp1ZScM.

Please also read a very impor-
tant Seattle Times article published 
on June 15 that is available on the 
Seattle Times website titled “How 
to stop the biggest wildfire threat 
to your home: Windblown em-
bers.”

Remember the embers.

-- Judy White is a member of the 
SVCA Safety Committee.

Continued from 2
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FINANCIALS

www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

Wander and Wonder
July 12 from 1-2 p.m.

From birds in the air, to 

roots underground, the nat-

ural world is full of amaze-

ment.

Join the library to ex-

plore the wonder of the wild 

around Lake Louise.

Meet library staff and our 

nature guide at the Sudden 

Valley Welcome Center, at 

the Gate 2 entrance.
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FINANCIALS

For reservation, email office@suddenvalley.com.
See all facilites available to rent at suddenvalley.com.

Enjoy exclusive use of a fireplace,
picnic tables, with nearby restrooms

and beach access.

   

The Marina Beach Park shelter
is close to  the off leash park

where your dog can roam free

Swim in Lake Whatcom
at AM/PM  beach, 

hike the trails

RENT A PAVILION 
FOR YOUR NEXT PARTY OR EVENT

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Are you without insurance?
Call to see if you qualify for a special enrollment. Skye Luke

Asset Advisor

Estate Sales, Move Outs, 
Garbage Collection, Property Clean Ups, 
Vehicle Removal

LukerativeJR@gmail.com“Rain, Snow or Shine Weʼre on the Grind”

360.812.0911
JUNK REMOVAL
UKERATIVEL

Keep informed
To learn about SVCA’s boards and 
committees., visit: suddenvalley.
com/committee-information

• Board of Directors
• Architectural Control Committee (ACC)
• Document Review Committee
• Finance Committee
• Long-Range Planning Committee
• Nominations & Elections 
Committee
• Appeals Committee

Looking for Sudden Valley news 
and updates? Learn more through 
the following outlets:

Online: SuddenValley.com
This website is updated regularly with news, 
SVCA staff reports, and announcements as 
well as current meeting minutes, rules and 
regulations, and much more.

Social Media: Facebook & YouTube
Find the Sudden Valley Community 
Association on YouTube, where SVCA 
meetings of the Board of Directors and 
Committees are regularly posted, and 
Facebook for weekly announcements.

E-Mail: SVCA e-Blast
Sign up for our e-blast to receive 
community event and other important 
updates delivered directly to your inbox.

Print Media: Sudden Valley Views
Published each month and delivered by mail 
to property owners.  Also available for pick 
up in various community locations including 
the administration building, community 
center, and at the market. Please contact us 
if you wish to start or stop mail delivery.

Gate Signs
Meetings and events are also posted one-
to-two weeks before they occur.

Sign up to
volunteer
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

Non-Golfers are
permitted to walk the front (lower)

nine holes every Sunday evening after 6:00pm.

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 9th!

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 9th!

Golf Course Walking Times
Begin June 9th!

 
Please begin your walk at the first hole

as there may still be some golf play
on the last few front nine holes until 7:00pm.

 Call the golf shop at 360-734-6435
with any questions.

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

Fidalgo Electric
Service Calls, EV Charging,

Lighting,
Backup Generator Systems

Troubleshooting Panel Upgrades
30 Years Experience • Licensed, Bonded, Insured

360-202-4262 www.fidalgoelectric.com

FINANCIALS

Electrofishing: Surveying 
Fish in Sudden Valley
Continued from 1

surveyed the water system for all 
kinds of aquatic inhabitants. 

“How electrofishing works is 
that it sends out a very low, gentle 
electrical field into the system,” 
said Brittany Palm, a Sudden Val-

ley resident and also the faculty 
and hatchery manager for the 
college’s fisheries and aquacul-
ture sciences program. “It really 
doesn’t have any impact on any 
larger animals — or humans for 
that case — because we’re look-
ing for just enough of a gentle 

voltage to temporarily stun small 
juvenile fish.”

As part of her job, Palm takes 
students to local water systems 
for training, data collection and 
population monitoring. Part of 
the data collection process in-
cludes electrofishing, which is an 
efficient way to catch all the fish 
within a designated area. 

Once stunned, the fish’s mus-
cles tense up, causing them to 
float to the surface. The electri-
cal field is stopped, and the fish 
are netted out of the creek, put 
into a water-filled bucket, and 
transported to a recovery tote on 
shore.

“They instantly right them-
selves and they’re fine,” said 
Palm. “But what’s great about 
having them on shore and in our 
big recovery totes is then we can 
ID them, numerate them, and fig-
ure out what kind of different size 
classes we have.”

All of this is done in collabora-
tion with the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife. “Part of 
our scientific collecting and train-
ing permit that we have through 
the state is that we report all our 
catches with all their habitat 
characteristics, and that goes into 
a big state-wide data collection 
system,” said Palm. “To manage 
our natural and aquatic resourc-
es, we have to know what’s out 
there, where they are, who’s out 
there, and how their populations 
are doing.”

Austin Creek has proved to be 
a reliable survey location for fish-
eries and aquaculture sciences 
students, being a convenient 
drive and a safe testing site.

“The resources and amenities 
here in Sudden Valley are great, 
so if a student needs to use the 
restroom, needs cellphone re-
ception, or a ten-minute break to 
grab a snack and drink some wa-
ter, that’s all here,” said Palm. “We 
can be here a long time, making 
sure all the students get all the 
training that they need to be eli-
gible to do this as a full-time job.”
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323
Cont. # SOUNDPCO33DJ

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

July = Summer! Plant, Plant, Plant!
I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Check me out on FACEBOOK

Contact Terry 360-671-7369

AA Right Lock Service

Steve Kure
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

(360) 733-0648
Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

FootGolf uses a regular soccer ball and is 
kicked into 21” holes on the golf course (shorter distance than golf).

FootGolf will be available beginning June 9th 
on Sunday evenings through Labor Day

Adults $18   •   Juniors $14   •   Discounts for Property Owners!
More info: 360-734-6435   www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com/-footgolf

FootGolf is back!

FootGolf is fun and easy to play, and a great family activity!

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

Valley Book Club: 
Friday, July 5
from 2-3 p.m.

Meet at the South What-
com Library on the first Fri-
day of each month to share 
your current read and hear 
about great new titles from 
others.

Visage and Vessel: Aug. 2-31, Allied Arts will showcase Visage & Vessel, a 
diverse collection of artistic works. Allied Arts is at 1418 Cornwall, Bellingham. 
For more information, visit alliedarts.org or contact Xandra Blackburn at 360-
676-8548 x102 or gallery@alliedarts.org.
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Established hair studio location over 40 years 
available June 1st, 2024.  Call for an appointment: 
360-441-2900.

360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $357,500

148 Polo Park Drive #A Priced to sell! Great lot in Gate 
13, ULID has been paid on lot 55. A lovely and private lot to build 
your next home, this could be the one!. All Sudden valley amenities 
include golf course, marina, hiking trails, swimming pool, tennis 
courts, beaches, boat launch and 24/7 security.  $14,900

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$89,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

PENDING

PENDING

SPACE FO
R

LEASE

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

Lake Whatcom waterfront: Far Summit Place. 3 bedroom, 3 bath, 2-car garage. Gate 1. Rent $4300

43 Grand View Lane: Lake View Home, 4 bedroom, 3 bath. Available August 1. Rent $3200

1 bedroom loft condo: On Sudden Valley golf course. Rent $1650

Polo Park Drive: 3 bedroom, 2 baths, 3-car garage. Rent $2500

2 Marigold Drive #50 Private end unit overlooking the 18th 
fairway of the Sudden Valley golf course. Loft bedroom with 2 full 
baths, recessed lighting, tile floors plus a private covered balcony. 
Vaulted ceilings provide lots of natural light. The condo is within 
walking distance of the golf course, restaurants and trails. Area 
amenities include 24/7 security, swimming pool, library, marina, 
tennis courts and more. $274,000

Gigi
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Delivery available! Order online or call: 

(360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net

Tues.-Sat. 11am-6:30pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

Search: Board approves 
GM job description
Continued from 1

In a June 13 memo to the 
board, Jensen explained that the 
owner of 8 and 10 Valley View Cir-
cle had requested an easement to 
install sewer connections across 
SVCA-owned park space.

“SVCA’s attorney, Richard Da-
vis, advised that, in his opinion, 
SVCA is not legally obligated to 
provide such as easement,” Jen-
sen wrote. “In this situation, how-
ever, the requested sewer con-
nection is shown on the original 
sewer design recorded with the 
Whatcom County Auditor’s Of-
fice.”

According to the memo, Jen-
sen recommended the board ap-
prove the proposed easements 
and establish a fee for drafting 
and recording the agreements 
“because it is the Association’s re-

sponsibility to follow through on 
expectations reasonably created 
by recorded documents and also 
because it is in the Association’s 
best interest to facilitate the most 
efficient connections to sewers 
and to avoid conflicts with LW-
WSD.”

According to the easement 
agreement, which is also includ-
ed in the board’s June 13 agenda 
packet, the lot owner “shall limit 
any and all work on the burdened 
property to daylight hours be-
tween 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.”

The Sudden Valley Board of 
Directors meets at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond and fourth Thursdays of each 
month at the Dance Barn, 8 Barn 
View Drive. Agendas and minutes 
are available at suddenvalley.
com.

The SVCA board next meets on 
July 11 and July 25.

By Maxx Robinson
SVCA Staff

Nancy Alyanak is a Sudden 
Valley resident who has hiked 

with Skagit Audubon Society for 
10 years. During this time, Aly-
anak experienced various trails 
Washington State has to offer, 
and many she recommends are 
a short drive from Sudden Valley. 

Here are a few trails and parks 
Sudden Valley residents should 
explore.

Clayton Beach Trail is a newer 
trail, having been completed in 
2023. It is 1.2 miles round trip and 
leads directly to Clayton Beach, 
which is a great place for children 

to wander and collect sand dol-
lars.

“It’s a really fascinating beach 
with some interesting rock for-
mations,” Alyanak said. It is about 
a 30-minute drive from Sudden 
Valley and is considered an easy 
hike by the Washington Trails As-
sociation.  

Blanchard Mountain provides 
multiple more challenging hikes 
with excellent views of Mt. Baker. 
There’s also an overlook com-
monly used as a launching pad 

for paragliders, which is near the 
end of the five-mile round trip 
Oyster Dome trail. Blanchard 
Mountain is about a 20-minute 
drive from Sudden Valley. 

Of course, there is also Stimp-
son Nature Reserve, which is a 
short, five-minute drive away. 
The three-mile main loop hike is 
considered easy/moderate by the 
Washington Trails Association. 
This trail is great for those look-
ing for a quiet walk through an 
undisturbed, lush forest. Keep in 
mind that Stimpson Nature Re-
serve is entirely dog-free. 

Other closer hikes, such as 
Lookout Mountain Preserve, do 
allow on-leash dogs. Lookout 
Mountain Preserve is right across 
the street from Gate 9 and has 
about 6.9 miles of trails.

For waterfall views, try hiking 
the Waterfall Loop trail, which is 
a 0.4-mile moderate hike accord-
ing to the Washington Trails As-
sociation. This trail begins about 
0.8 miles from the parking lot, 
making a round-trip of about two 
miles. 

For more information on local 
trails, visit wta.org.

Best hikes near Sudden Valley

A rock formation at Clayton Beach. The 1.2 mile Clayton 
Beach Trail was completed in 2023. (Photo courtesy Nancy Alyanak)


