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By Bill Helm 
Editor

SUDDEN VALLEY 
— In a special meet-
ing on Sept. 5, the 
Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association’s 
board of directors ap-
proved the proposed 
2025 budget. 

Balanced in op-
erational revenues 
and expenditures, the 

2025 operating bud-
get is $4,720,780.

The association’s 
budget is a calendar 
year, meaning from 
Jan. 1 through Dec. 
31.

A complete break-
down of the proposed 
2025 budget can be 
found at suddenval-
ley.com/wp-content/
u p l o a d s / S V C A -
2025-Budget-Presen-

tation-2024-0725.pdf.
The proposed bud-

get includes 7% dues 
increase. Increased 
funds will be distrib-
uted to both the op-
erating and capital 
budgets.

According to the 
proposed budget, 
monthly dues for a 
developed lot in 2025 
would be $156.28, 
whereas monthly 

dues for an undevel-
oped lot would be 
$148.41.

According to the 
approved budget, 
monthly dues cover 
the following:

• $77.21 Opera-
tions Fund: Annual 
revenue and expens-
es for all amenities 
and HOA services.

• $39.73 Roads 
Reserve Fund: Fund-

ing for major roads, 
bridges, and culvert 
work.

• $38.63 Capital 
Repair & Replace-
ment Reserve Fund: 
Funds for major re-
pair, replacement, 
and restoration of 
common area com-
ponents and equip-
ment.

$.71 Mailboxes 
Reserve Fund: An-

ticipated expenses for 
cluster mailboxes and 
parcel boxes.

In 2025, no ad-
ditional use fees are 
planned for the parks, 
pools or the fitness 
center.

According to the 
budgeting process 
explained in the ap-
proved budget: 

• SVCA’s operating 
and capital budgets 

are prepared annu-
ally. 

• Anticipated rev-
enues and expenses, 
as well as necessary.

repair and replace-
ment of assets are 
considered. 

• Each year, SVCA 
department manag-
ers conduct asset in-
ventory and inspec-

Sudden Valley board approves 2025 budget

See Budget on 6

SVCA Administration 

Since the Sudden Valley Community 
Association was formed in 1973, members 
have been voting to elect representatives 
to the Board of Directors and Committees. 
At least once each year, members vote on 
the dues and assessments for the following 
year at the annual general meeting (AGM), 
held on the first Saturday in November.

Some years there are Bylaw measures 
on the ballot or a special assessment; advi-
sory votes can also be included. Each year 
there are vacancies on the three groups 
that are elected by the membership: the 
Board of Directors, the Architectural Con-
trol Committee, and the Nominations & 
Elections Committee.

Originally, this voting was done by 
proxy with elected committee candidates 
voted on by absentee ballot. It was the 
only recognized way for voting to occur. 
The absentee voting was on slips of paper 
enclosed in a small envelope with the re-
turned proxy or from the floor of the AGM. 

It was a very long and tedious process to 
register and record the voting.

For years, SVCA prepared and mailed 
the ballots to members, and all counting 
and tallying of results were completed by 
community volunteers led by a master 
counter.

Initially there was only a Common 
Proxy form for members to use. In 1996 a 
second proxy option was developed, the 
Designated Agent Proxy where a member 
indicated on the proxy how they wanted to 
vote on an issue.

All proxies were assigned a unique 
number to be certain no duplicate votes 
were cast. Under this system, volunteers 
again were responsible for tallying the re-
sults. Because of how long the process took 
to complete, the N&E Committee often 
began processing returned proxies a week 
before the election if there was a large re-
sponse from the membership.

Not until 2008 was a measure submit-

Fitness Center and Dance Barn 
closed for construction

SVCA Administration

Sudden Valley Com-
munity Association’s ar-
chitectural control poli-
cies state that political 
signs can be displayed no 
earlier than 45 days before 
election day.

This year, signs should 
not be displayed until 
Sept. 20.

The specific rule can 
be found on page 33 of the 
architectural control poli-
cies:

15.7 Display of political 
signs: Political signs which 
are defined as signs sup-
porting or opposing any 
candidate, proposition, 
measure, or resolution to 
be voted on at a special 
or annual meeting of the 
SVCA or primary or gen-
eral municipal, state or 

national election may be 
displayed within Sudden 
Valley Community Asso-
ciation as follows:

• 15.7.1 Period of Dis-
play: Political signs may 
be displayed no more than 
45 days before the election 
to which they refer and 
shall be removed within 
48 hours after the election.

• 15.7.2 Display of Po-
litical Signs: Maximum 
size for any such sign is 
18”X 24” with an aggre-
gate total area of no more 
than 18 square feet per lot. 
Signs may not be lighted, 
animated in any way or 
adorned with reflective 
ribbons, streamers, ban-
ners, balloons, or similar 
devices to attract atten-
tion.

• 15.7.3 Location of 
Political Signs: Political 

signs may be placed only 
on the owner’s private lot. 
Signs may not be placed 
on Association property, 
the property of others, or 
within the road right- of-
way. Signs must not be 
placed in such a manner 
as to create a vision re-
striction for persons enter-
ing or leaving a driveway 
or traveling on Association 
roadways.

• 15.7.4 Removal of 
Signs: Any signs placed 
within the Association’s 
road right-of- way or on 
Association property will 
be removed and disposed 
of without notice.

These restrictions only 
apply to SVCA property; 
political signs may be 
displayed in the right-of-
way alongside Whatcom 
County roads.

Pulling the names from the bucket to establish name order on the bal-
lot.  Since the Sudden Valley Community Association was formed in 
1973, members have been voting to elect representatives to the Board 
of Directors and Committees. At least once each year, members vote on 
the dues and assessments for the following year at the annual general 
meeting (AGM), held on the first Saturday in November. (SVCA photo)

See SVCA Elections on 7 

SVCA elections
through the years

SVCA rules about political signs

SVCA Administration

SVCA’s Fitness Center and Dance 
Barn will be closed from Monday, Sept. 
16 through Friday, Sept. 20. During this 
time, no one will be able to use those fa-
cilities.

The closure is needed to allow work-

ers to remove sections of interior finishes 
from walls, floors, and ceilings, so that 
a structural engineer can examine and 
document the underlying structure of 
the building.

The SVCA Board authorized this work 
on May 9. A recording of this meeting is 
available on SVCA’s YouTube channel.
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NICK

206-833-0056
nnnwindows@gmail.com

nnnwindows.com

• Window washing
• Gutter cleaning
• Roof cleaning

& moss treatments
• Pressure washing

• Dryer vent cleaning

Call today for free estimates
and we hope to help you soon!

Nick’s Nice and
Neat Windows

was started in 2019
with the desire to serve

Whatcom County
with unbeatable service

and unmatched care
for our clients.

-Recommended
and endorsed by

local Sudden Valley
business owner

and resident,
Chris Weitzel

We will also be partnering
with Whatcom Handyman

and Painting
for any small projects

and interior paint work
you might need done!

We offer a variety of
house maintenance

services such as: 

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

Rentals and
Repair Services
also available.

To request a quote, view used inventory and to check out 
our line-up of new Legion and Icon EVs, please visit: 
www.chuckanutgolfcarts.com or call (360) 201-9774

YOUR ONE STOP
SHOP FOR ALL
OF YOUR GOLF
CART NEEDS!
 WE DELIVER! 
 WE TAKE 
TRADE-INS! 

 WE PAY CASH
FOR CARTS!

Fidalgo Electric
Service Calls, EV Charging,

Lighting,
Backup Generator Systems

Troubleshooting Panel Upgrades
30 Years Experience • Licensed, Bonded, Insured

360-202-4262 www.fidalgoelectric.com

See Managing on 5

See Wildfire on 12 

By Maxx Robinson 
SVCA Staff

Pickleball is one of the fastest growing sports in the 
United States, and Sudden Valley is happy to now have 
pickleball courts of its own. The three tennis courts at 
the Rec Corridor have been completely resurfaced and 
are now painted to support both tennis and pickleball.

For those who haven’t played pickleball, think of it 
as a midpoint between table tennis and tennis. Pickle-
ball is played using paddles and a plastic, whiffleball-
like ball. Pickleball courts are also much smaller than 
their tennis counterparts, giving the game a more in-
terpersonal feel. Doubles is a popular format, but play-
ing singles is also a lot of fun, although it requires more 
movement. 

What helped pickleball grow so quickly is its wide 
accessibility. It’s a quick to learn sport that is immense-
ly popular with older players, although it is common to 
see pickleball in school physical education programs, 
too.

Pickleball was invented here in Washington State, so 
the new courts are right at home in Sudden Valley. 

Whether you’ve played pickleball before or are look-
ing to try it out, the newly resurfaced courts offer a great 
opportunity to pick up a paddle and play a few sets.

Equipment for both tennis and pickleball can now 
be checked out at the Rec Center. Additionally, pick-up 
pickleball games are currently being organized, so stay 
tuned for further announcements.

By Judy White
SVCA Member

Many homes in Sudden Valley 
have attached porches or decks 
which can spread fire to the house 
during a wildfire, igniting com-
bustible siding or breaking the 

glass in doors or windows.
Recommendations to reduce 

the deck’s risk include the selec-
tion of materials and design fea-
tures as well as creating a noncom-
bustible zone around and under 
the deck. The following informa-
tion is from Firewise USA and the 
FireSafe Marin (CA) website:

Never keep anything that is 
combustible near or beneath a 
deck. This not only includes fire-
wood or other wood, but also 
plants, weeds, wood chips, debris, 
tools, furniture, etc.

Regularly clean out debris from 
between deck boards and also 
between the deck boards and the 
exterior walls, for example using a 
long screwdriver and a shop vac.

Are the materials used to build 
your deck combustible? In Cali-
fornia, deck boards on new homes 
now must meet a minimum per-
formance requirement (based 
on energy release when burning) 
to be used in wildfire-prone ar-
eas. Flame spread information is 
usually also available for deck-
ing products. A listing of most of 
the decking products that comply 

Pickleball has arrived in Sudden Valley

By SVCA Administration

Recently, you may have noticed the number of road 
closures listed in the weekly eBlast has grown significant-
ly. 

There are two primary reasons for this: first, builders, 
landscapers and other contractors work hard to complete 
projects that involve disturbing the soil before Sept. 30, 
Whatcom County’s deadline for ending those activities.

Second, many of SVCA’s roads are narrow, curvy and 
steep, which makes it a challenge for trucks to pull over 
when making a delivery.

SVCA Administration works closely with builders to 
communicate potential road closures to the community. 
A list is available on suddenvalley.com/road-updates and 
is updated as new information is available.

This list is also included in the Friday eBlast. 
But administration is not always made aware of road 

closures caused by activities other than new construction.
For example, moving or delivery companies, tree-

removal contractors, and landscapers often park large 
trucks at the side of the road while they are working, ef-
fectively causing a partial road closure.

To keep our roads safe, please give notice to Adminis-

Managing Sudden 
Valley road closures

Plenty of ways to protect your deck from wildfire
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Your vote is 
important
Editor,

With the extraordinary friction in poli-
tics this year, come November, people are 
either going be so motivated to vote that 
nothing will stop them from voicing their 
opinion, or so weary from all the negativ-
ity that they refuse to vote or pay attention 
to what’s going on.

So, what’s going to happen in Novem-
ber when SVCA’s AGM arrives, and people 
are asked to vote on the HOA budget? Will 
members just throw up their hands and 
not participate? Please don’t.

Your vote in the SVCA AGM is extreme-
ly important. Why? The budget, on which 
people will be asked to approve, will affect 
how much our dues will be next year. If 
the budget is approved in November, dues 
will go up by about $120/year.  

What happens if you don’t vote in No-
vember at the AGM?  

For those who remember 2019, ap-
proximately 1,600 people (out of about 
3,200 total members) voted. The results 
are below: 

Measure No. 1 SVCA 2020: Shall the 
SVCA’s 2020 Annual Consolidated Budget, 
which provides for assessment revenue of 
$4,958.832, be approved or rejected? 409 
approved the budget, 1,263 rejected the 
budget. This measure was approved.

It takes a 50%-plus-one of all SVCA 
members to reject the budget, or it auto-
matically passes. Although the majority 
of votes cast rejected the budget, it was 
still approved. Please let that sink in … the 
majority of the votes rejected the measure, 
but it still passed because not enough of 
the members voted.

Here’s the link to Washington Uniform 
Common Interest Ownership Act (WU-
CIOA), the law that now governs how 
this works. app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.
aspx?cite=64.90&full=true

Now our budget is quite critical. It pays 
for our roads and the maintenance of our 
infrastructure because the County doesn’t 
want to. Why? Because it would be too 
costly for them to bring this community 
up to safety code. We have no sidewalks. 
Some areas have only one road for in-
gress/egress.  

We have no commercial support here 
that generate tax revenue. The two busi-
nesses that do financially support the 
HOA cater to a very small, elite group of 
people. The golf course, after several de-
cades of being subsidized by our dues, is 
finally making a profit. The Marina, who’s 
funds had been used to support every-
thing else (for those same decades), has 
now fallen into disrepair. Minimal lease 
income comes in from our restaurant, 
the library, a church, the disk golf club, or 
other space rentals, such as picnic areas, 

but does not cover the expense of main-
taining those spaces. 

As members of this HOA, we are 
obliged to maintain our current assets. 
We have to provide for their maintenance 
and repair. But how do we pay for these 
things? With our dues. How do we priori-
tize these things? By getting involved. By 
getting informed. By voting.  

I know our schedules are full and at-
tending a boring meeting is not on the top 
of anyone’s want-to-do list. But don’t let 
voter’s fatigue get in the way. Whatever 
you do, make sure you vote, by mail or in 
person, in November at the SVCA AGM.

This is your community. Get involved, 
get informed, make sure to vote in the 
SVCA AGM on Nov. 2.

For more information, see suddenval-
ley.com/2024-annual-general-meeting.
Cheryl Taylor
Sudden Valley

On STRs
 

Editor,
As discussed in the August 2024 edition 

of the Sudden Valley Views, the Bylaw 
amendment to Section 7; Leasing is a wel-
come addition to the requirements that 
apply to short term rentals (STRs) to help 
protect the Lake Whatcom Watershed.

However, to ensure the safety and 
peaceful enjoyment in our neighborhood, 
the existing requirements affecting STRs 
in the Association Restrictive Covenants, 
Bylaws, and Rules and Regulations (R&R) 
must be enforced.  

A search of the Airbnb site for a 
mid-October weekend in Sudden Valley 
reveals 34 homes available, only one is 
owner-occupied.

A random review of these shows that 
most advertise room for 6-8 guests in at 
least three bedrooms with prices rang-
ing from $253 to $425 per night. Average 
cleaning fees, service charges, and taxes 
add $650 and up. With no owner pres-
ent, all involve self-check-in.  In none of 
detailed descriptions do they inform the 
renters of the owner’s need to collect and 
provide certain information in order to 
comply with Association requirements.  

Most of these requirements were sum-
marized in the April 2024 edition of the 
Views. Article VI, Section 7 of the Bylaws 
requires that the owner of the property 
must file with the Association a copy of 
the rental agreement and ensure that no 
more than “one couple with their depen-
dents, or not more than three unrelated 
adults” can be tenants in the home. Per 
R&R 2.7, the owner “must provide or 
cause to be provided to the Association 
information on their tenants pertaining 
to the total number of occupants, their 
names, mailing address, and emergency 
contact number.”

If there is an agent, this same informa-
tion must be provided. These reporting re-

quirements apply to every STR regardless 
of its duration, e.g., every weekend rental. 
Failure to comply subjects the owner to 
notices of violation, fines and penalties. 
(See, Bylaws Article III, Section 22 and 
R&R 1.11.4)

These reporting requirements alone 
impose a huge administrative burden on 
the Association; but only the Association 
can enforce them.  

Unfortunately, with no owners present, 
other problems presented by STRs fall 
on each of us to address. As Association 
members we owe it to each other to avoid 
activities or behavior that is “unreason-
ably loud, obnoxious, unruly, or disrup-
tive to the peace, tranquility, or that are 
inconsistent with the health, safety, order, 
or peaceful enjoyment of neighbors, resi-
dents or the Sudden Valley Community.” 
(R&R 1.11; see also 1.7)

With no owner to talk with, we are left 
to deal with the problems ourselves; or 
calling security, which apparently only 
conducts a drive-by and writes a report.  

With owner-absent STRs, the Associa-
tion has in effect allowed profit-driven 
hotels in our community zoned and 
regulated as single-family homes. And 
this without the protections for safety and 
tranquility afforded by hotels through 
their check-in, identification of guests, 
and staff presence to address issues, com-
plaints and enforcement of rules.  

The Association must devote consid-
erable resources to enforce its rules on 
owner-absent STRs, including a system to 
receive each rental report (for any dura-
tion), check that occupancy restrictions 
are met and respond to any violations. 
This is a huge undertaking.

Alternatively, the Association could 
adopt the Bellingham regulations that 
allow STRs only in owner-occupied 
dwellings that are the owner’s primary 
residence.  
David Dabroski
Sudden Valley

Representation 
on Whatcom 
County Council
Editor,

To the members of SVCA, do you want 
to receive a benefit for paying Whatcom 
County taxes?

If you do, we need to get representation 
on the County Council that reflects our 
needs and wants.

In the meantime, I strongly recom-
mend that SVCA and the BOD’s individu-
ally join the Bellingham Whatcom County 
Tourism. I also recommend All SVCA 
residents doing business here, also join. 

Also, to the current board members, I 
strongly encourage you to form a com-

mittee to investigate the possibilities as 
the deadline to run for County Council in 
early May 2025.

Chris Weitzel  
Sudden Valley 

Comments on 
the Sept. 3
N&E meeting 
Editor,

The Chair opened one sealed envelope 
at a time, handed the application to the 
GM, who verified the applicant was in 
good standing, handed the application 
back to the chair who then announced 
the name and position applied for by the 
member.

The other N&E members then per-
formed their function, recorded the 
names/positions applied for, and another 
wrote the name on a slip of paper and 
folded it up into a tiny sliver ensuring the 
name was not viewable.

The meeting was professionally run, it 
followed the N&E Manual and our Bylaws. 
It was transparent. It had members in 
attendance watching the process. After 
the names were announced, the paper 
slips were placed into a bowl, and the GM 
pulled one slip of paper out of a bowl at 
a time, conscientious to look away each 
time her hand went into the bowl, and 
then the names were announced which 
determined the order in which names 
would appear on the ballot.

Start to finish some 20 minutes. Fol-
lowed the process, conducted in an hon-
est, unbiased, and impartial manner.

Well done N&E Committee.
Hearing Nancy Alyanak’s name being 

read as an applicant for the board was the 
only uncomfortable point to the meeting. 
Please allow me to explain my personal 
perspective.

Nancy has been a prior Chair of the 
N& E, and a member of our Board. While 
chair of N&E, and being a board candi-
date standing for election, Nancy carried 
the ballot box, and I am told, spare ballots, 
soliciting people to vote during the AGM. 

A nasty argument broke out when a 
fellow N&E member asked her to stop and 
return the box (and presumably the bal-
lots) and she loudly refused. As the Chair 
of N&E, she had direct access to the on-
going vote tallies, and she won that seat by 
a margin of 11 votes. 

While chair of N&E, Nancy did not fol-
low the N&E manual on a recall of the bod 
executives. Nancy worked in a vacuum 
with a small group refusing numerous 
petitioners requests to participate or mon-
itor her review of the petitions.

Nancy’s evaluation resulted in deleting 

See Letters on 9
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Schedule a bid 
& start your next dream project!

(360) 325-5208
gtcontractingsolutions@gmail.com

LICENSED, INSURED, BONDED
GTCONCS766MW

Full Remodels, Decks,
Fences, Siding & Home Projects

of any size!

 
BELLINGHAM’S PREMIER MOBILE ACUPUNCTURE

WOMEN’S HEALTH * FERTILITY * PAIN
HEALING FROM HOME * FREE 15 Min. Consult 

1-888-625-5280   www.cedarskymedicine.com

AROUND THE VALLEY

Sudden Valley residents contin-
ued to enjoy the parks, beaches, pools 
and trails while staff focused on get-
ting ready for fall. 

The annual town hall meeting was 
very successful, and staff appreciated 
the opportunity to answer members’ 
questions and listen to their feedback.

Administration
Activity Summary

• Supported the annual Town Hall 
community meeting.

• Finalized 2024 updates to the Ar-
chitectural Control Policies.

• Continued work with N&E Com-
mittee to prepare materials for the 
2024 election.

• Supported meetings for Archi-
tectural Control, Finance, and Nomi-
nations & Elections Committees.

• Supported budget and presenta-
tion development.

• Continuing to support a very 
high volume of new construction 
submissions and exterior alteration 
requests.

Successes
• Achieved board approval of ex-

tensive revisions to Architectural 
Control policies.

Planned Work
• Organize additional volunteer 

events.
• Plan for the upcoming Candi-

date Forums.

Accounting
Activity Summary

• Completed routine work to 
maintain monthly financial schedule; 
June financials completed.

• Prepared and delivered a pre-
sentation of the proposed 2025 Capi-
tal and Operating Budgets at the 
Community Town Hall meeting on 
Aug. 17.

• Finalized the 2025 Reserve 
Study. 

• Continued work on the 2023 Fi-
nancial Audit.

Successes
• The 2025 Reserve Study was 

completed earlier this year than in 
previous years.

• The collection rate continues 
to meet or exceed last year’s perfor-
mance.

Planned Work
• Continue work on 2023 Financial 

Audit.

Maintenance
Activity Summary

• Repaired clogged sink drain, 
shower handle, and leaking faucet at 
Rec Center

• Replaced lights in Hole 14 Bath-
room

• Installed bollards at AM/PM 
Park Gate and Area Z

• Installed no overnight parking 
sign at Park & Ride

• Installed no parking signs at the 
Marina

• Repaired chain at Marina pavil-
ion access

• Cleared ditches on Highwood 
Circle and Canyon Ct

• Replaced tires on 906 Loader 
and OP-26

• Replaced missing pool tiles at 
main pool

• Repaired swim line at the Marina
• Re-painted overflow parking 

lines 
• Painted two interior doors at the 

Clubhouse 
• Repaired door latch on UTV
• Trimmed overhead branches on 

Louise View Dr, Honeycomb Ln, Lo-
ganberry LN, and Huckleberry Ct

• Cleared brush at Marina Park
• Replaced ballast on two light fix-

tures at the Rec Center
• Cleared vegetation on keyway off 

Louise View Dr. 
• Replaced light fixture at Rec Cen-

ter
• Repaired gate to Marina Pavilion
• Repaired lock on display case at 

the Welcome Center
• Removed one tree and numer-

ous limbs from SVCA roadways fol-
lowing storm

• Limbed branches from several 
trees that were obstructing view of 
traffic

• Repaired baseboard at the Rec 
Center

• Repaired two keyways
• Installed several street signs 
• Adjusted gate at main pool
• Repaired playground equipment 

at Rec Center
• Replaced outdoor light at Adult 

Center
• Repaired gym equipment
• Road shoulder mowing at vari-

ous locations
• Routine mowing of Parks, Gate 

Entrances, and Facilities 
• Re-installed bulletin board at the 

Clubhouse
• Replaced batteries in OP-22
• Replaced photocell on outdoor 

lights at Dance Barn
• Repaired potholes at various lo-

cations

Successes
• Painting project at Clubhouse & 

Adult Center is nearly complete
• Area Z Maintenance shop is 

nearing completion

Planned Work
• Routine mowing of parks and 

gate entrances
• Keyway repair off Sudden Valley 

Dr. 
• Start moving items back to Main-

tenance Shop
• Clean storm water catch-basins 

with Vac- Trailer
• Evaluate building garbage can 

containers with internal staff
• Paint parking spaces at the Ma-

rina 
• Painting of stop bars
• Pothole repairs at various loca-

tions
• Routine mowing of parks and 

gate entrances
• Install “Stop Ahead” sign on 

Marigold
• Move items back to Maintenance 

Shop
• RV Storage area refurbishment 

preparation
• Assess school zones
• Painting of stop bars
• Replace broken window at Turf-

care Maintenance shop
• Install window screen at Guard 

Shack
• Repair outlet at Guard Shack
• Replace opener on main pool 

gate (part on order)
• Replace cork on message boards 

(supplies ordered).

Recreation
Activity Summary

• Ended our main pool season on 
Labor Day, cleaned pool area the next 
day.

• Set 2025 dates for pre-season 
lifeguard trainings & mid-season 
trainings with Aquatic Instruction.

• Pick-Up Soccer began on Sept. 5.

Successes
• The 2024 pool season saw a re-

cord number of patrons enjoy the 
pools.

Planned Work
• Storing away pool furniture.
• Completing pool items inven-

tory.
• Prepare to close the quiet pool 

on Sept. 16.
• Planning cleaning tasks for our 

fitness center closure week (Sept. 16-
20).

Golf
Activity Summary

• Hosted a very successful BIAWC 
event with 148 players.

• Submitted proposed 2025 golf 
rates to Jo Anne for Board approval.

• Hosted the annual Bucks and 
Does tournament.

• Organized a sand & seed party in 
preparation of the Men’s Invitational 
this weekend.

• Worked closely with staff in 
preparation and logistics for the 
Men’s Invitational.

• Hosted a very successful Men’s 
Invitational.

• Met with Golf Club board to dis-
cuss budget, remaining events, and 
recap this season.

• Hosted several outside events.
• Preparing for the Aslan tourna-

ment – Full Field 144 players.
• Completed the Ladies Club 

Championship.
• Sent out promotional informa-

tion for the Bellingham Amateur at 
the end of September.

• Purchased and installed a new 
drum for our range picker.

Successes
• July was a solid month with - 

$40K over budget.
• Completed our biggest event of 

the season – The Men’s Invitational.

Planned Work
• Run a successful Men’s Invita-

tional event.
• Prepare for the Ladies Club 

Championship, Aslan event, and sev-
eral smaller outside events in the next 
two weeks.

• Run a successful Aslan event.
• Work closely with tournament 

organizers of several outside events 
coming up.

Turf Care
Activity Summary

• Continued efforts keeping up 
with equipment repair/maintenance.

• Ramped up course conditioning 
for multiple high-profile events.

• Topping up sand traps with fresh 
bunker sand substantially completed.

• Replacing/cleaning permanent 
yardage markers in the fairways.

• Started bridge remedial work on 
No. 2 bridge.

• Verti-cut and top-dress greens 
with sand to improve ball roll.

• Continue sod repairs to No. 13 
green from winter injury.

Successes
• Course is in good condition de-

spite high use and multiple events

Planned Work
• Turf equipment preventative 

maintenance is ongoing.
• Finish bridge No. 2 remedial 

work as recommended by report.
• Preparations for fall aerating 

program 
• Hiring crew members to replace 

seasonal departures
• Planning sod nursery rebuild as 

well as chipping green rebuild this 
fall.

Parks, beaches, pools and trails

FINANCIALS
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Give us a call today to get your FREE
Comparative Market Analysis!

360-647-5050
1937 Lake Whatcom Blvd.

Bellingham, WA 98229

Sudden
Valley

Check out what’s available!

We sell more homes on average in Sudden Valley than any of our competitors!

Earn 6.00%APY  
$2,500 with Stash Savings.*

School is Back
in Session

Drive Safely

FINANCIALS

Managing: Sudden Valley road closures
Continued from 2

tration when you anticipate a po-
tential road closure. If the closure 
is expected to take 15 minutes or 
less, no notice is required. But, if 
you expect multiple short-term 
closures throughout the day, or if 
the closure will last for more than 
15 minutes, please report it by 
sending an email to Office@Sud-
denValley.com.

SVCA’s Rules & Regulations re-
quire that notice of road closures 
be given at least 24 hours in ad-
vance and the fine for failing to 
give notice is $1,000. Following is 
an excerpt from SVCA’s Rules & 
Regulations:

• 3.7 Except in emergencies 
affecting life, health, or essential 
utility function, SVCA must be ad-
vised at least 24 hours in advance 
of any complete road blockage ex-

ceeding 15 minutes duration.
•• 3.7.1 Wherever partial or 

complete blockage occurs, traf-
fic control flaggers, signs, or ad-
equate safety devices shall be 
employed to sufficiently warn on-
coming traffic of the blockage or 
detour. Such devices or methods 
must meet Federal, State, and lo-
cal workplace safety standards.

•• 3.7.2 Safety violations may 
be subject to SVCA Notice of Vio-
lation and reporting to appropri-
ate government agencies.

••  3.7.3 Drivers who ignore 
warning signs, or who in any way 
endanger work crews, are subject 
to Notice of Violation and report-
ing to the County Sheriff for pos-
sible further action.
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www.DiscoverSuddenValley.com  
360-739-7354

GREG PAUL
• The Top Producer in Unit Sales in Sudden Valley
• Experienced Negotiation Skills
• Strong Online Presence
• Knowledgeable in the

Amenities, Services,
Regulations & Structure
of Sudden Valley

Great Time to 
Consider a New Home!
- High Energy E�ciency
- Heating & Cooling
- Soaring Ceilings
- New Appliances

  Many New Homes Under Construction  -  Contact Greg Paul For Details!

GregPaul@Remax.net
(360) 223-9297
John.Maurer@movement.com

John Maurer, NMLS 487494 
• Down payment grant up to 3% program 
• USDA zero-down mortgages 
• Renovation loans • New construction
• Sudden Valley resident
• 30+ years lending experience

Junk Removal &
Property Clean

Up Services
Since 2009.

360-599-1501
Whatcom, Skagit, 

Island Counties
www.apluscleanups.com

Local 
Family Owned
and Operated.

Licensed and Insured.
#CONSTCD821QZ

Lock Service & Tree Service
• Lock-Outs: Home/Auto/Mailbox

• Mailbox Locks Replaced

• Broken/Worn Car Keys Cut/Replaced (360) 733-0648

AA Right- Steve Kure

• Car Transponder Keys Copied

• Take Down & Limbing

Serving Sudden Valley for 39 years. Cont. # AARIG**O66BD

tion, then submit input on the 
scope and schedule of repairs/
replacements. 

• The treasurer, finance di-
rector and general manager 

consolidate this input with 
other information and prepare 
a draft budget. 

• The finance committee re-
views the draft budget and gives 
their recommendation to the 
Board of Directors. 

• The board then reviews and 
approves the budget, which 
is presented for a vote of the 
membership during the annual 
election. 

• This process ensures the 
budget presented to the mem-
bership is a consolidated pic-
ture of Association finances. 

In Sudden Valley news from 
Aug. 8:

• The board approved the 
addition of stormwater lines 
to the existing sanitary sewer 
easements for 8 and 10 Valley 
View Circle, and directed Jo 
Anne Jensen, the association’s 
general manager, to execute the 
agreements on behalf of the As-
sociation.

In a July 25 memo to the 
board, Jensen wrote that to 
add stormwater to the sanitary 
sewer easements for the two ad-
dress “adds no risk to SVCA but 
does add significant value to the 
properties themselves.”

“Importantly,” she contin-
ued, “allowing a gravity system 
to be installed removes the 
threat that stormwater could 
overflow the collection tank 
needed for a pumped system, 
potentially damaging downhill 
properties.”

• The board also approved an 
easement for 8 Thunder Peak 
way to allow a sanitary sewer 
line to be installed across SVCA 
owned parcel 30592 and direct 
Jensen to execute the agree-
ment on behalf of the Associa-
tion.

In an Aug. 8 memo to the 
board, Jensen wrote that be-
cause of the “small size of the 
parcel and its location, there is 
little to no risk to SVCA to ap-
prove an easement.”

“Similarly,” Jensen wrote, 
“this easement would not affect 
other property owners in that 
area.”

Sudden Valley Community 
Association’s board of direc-
tors has meetings scheduled on 
Sept. 12 and again on Sept. 26. 
Both will be held in the Dance 
Barn at 7 p.m. The board’s agen-
das and minutes, past and pres-
ent, as well as video recordings 
of its meetings, are at sudden-
valley.com.

-- Contact Bill Helm at bill@lyn-
dentribune.com.

Budget: SVCA approved operational 
expenditures, revenues for 2025
Continued from 1
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By Greg Martin
Valley Arts Group

Are you bursting with creative 
talent but have no way to share 
your creations?

Wanting to explore how to get 
into art but need encouragement 
and ideas?

Are you interested in the artis-
tic process and want to support a 
growing arts community in Sud-

den Valley? Then come join the 
Valley Arts Group for its upcoming 
quarterly meeting, Saturday, Oct. 
12 at 10 a.m. in the Sudden Valley 
Community Center lobby.

Each quarter, the Valley Arts 
Group meets to discuss commu-
nity art events, field trips, where to 
find opportunities to display and 
sell art, individual members’ art 
practice, and group activities.

Members bring one or two 
pieces of their most recent work 
to the meeting to showcase what 
they have been working on, and 
to hang in the community center 
space set aside for the Valley Arts 
Group members to display their 
work. 

For anyone interested in our or-
ganization’s activities as prospec-

tive new members, you can have a 
chance to learn more about what 
we do and to meet members. 

Supporting New Artists 
One important activity of the 

Valley Arts Group is to support a 
local art student at Western Wash-
ington University with a $1,000 
scholarship that is awarded dur-
ing the school year. We have been 
supporting this scholarship since 
2018 and our organization works 
through the Western Washington 
University Foundation.

The primary source of fund rais-
ing for the scholarship is through 
the sales of the Valley Arts Group 
annual calendar. We also receive 
a generous bequest from family of 
Charles (Chuck) Addicott from the 

sales of Chuck’s art a secondary 
source funding. 

For more information about 
purchasing a 2025 Valley Arts cal-
endar, please contact Vicki Tenpas 
at vicbick@comcast.net.

Upcoming Featured Artists
Our Sudden Valley arts orga-

nization also supports featured 
artist exhibitions, primarily in two 
locations in Sudden Valley, in the 
Community Center in the Barn 
and in the Sudden Valley Club-
house.

Display of additional art from 
Valley Arts Group members, in-
cluding featured artists, are on 
display in the South Whatcom Li-

All Candidate Forums will be held at the
Dance Barn, 8 Barn View Circle

ted to the membership to go to 
a mail-in ballot system; it was 
overwhelmingly approved by the 
membership to provide an easier 
way of voting. Ballot counting was 
still handled by volunteers regis-
tering and counting ballots for the 
election.

Counting usually began in a 
separate area the Friday before 
the Election. Usually, the coun-
ters were paired together in twos 
and about twenty volunteers were 
required to count. Mail-in ballots 
also allowed for more secrecy in 
voting as each ballot included a se-
curity envelope that was separated 
from the signed return envelope 
before any ballots were tabulated.

Besides absentee or mail-in 
voting members were also allowed 
to vote in-person on the day of the 
election. The morning before the 
AGM, members could come to the 

Community Center, register, and 
receive a proxy or ballot to vote. 
This practice continues to the 
present day.

In 2020, the first third-party 
election vendor was hired to man-
age the SVCA election process. 
The printing of booklets and bal-
lots as well as mailing were all 
managed by UniLect. The compa-
ny has been providing this service 
ever since. The security and pro-
fessional process has led to greater 
confidence that accurate tabula-
tion occurs. 

The future of SVCA voting can 
only progress with looking at an 
online voting option in addition 
to mail in ballots. This has been 
looked at once before, but the cli-
mate in the community was not 
ready to undertake such a change. 
Could we once again look to pro-
vide another option for the com-
munity? We will need to see what 
the future brings.

SVCA Elections: Through the years
Continued from 1

Alice Healy and Kerri Trine, Valley Arts’ October featured artists

See Valley Arts on 10

Karen McCormick's 'Trees at Sunset'Stephanie Strong's 'The Magical Tree'

Annika Sheck's 'How the Light Gets In'
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Dates to Remember
2024 Sudden Valley Election

8/17
TOWN HALL

THREE FORUM DATES
HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED

CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN
ANNOUNCED

9/23 - 9/24
ELECTION MATERIAL

MAILED

11/02/2024 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

2025 Budget
Presentation and

other Member input

Announce the results of the
Election including the new

Board and Elected
Committee Members

Instructions on the ballot
will include due date

WED, OCT 2, 5:30 - 7:30
SUN, OCT 13, 3:00 - 5:00
SAT, OCT 19, 3:00 - 5:00 

The Nominations & Elections Committee met on Tuesday, Sept. 3 to open the candidate application for the 2024 election. 
This meeting was recorded and is available on SVCA’s YouTube channel. Five candidates applied for the Board of Directors. 

This year, the Board has four open positions for the election: three directors will have a three-year term, and one director will 
have a two-year term based on cumulative votes for each. Two candidates applied for the Architectural Control Committee. 

The Architectural Control Committee has six open positions for the election, each elected member will have a three-year term 
based on cumulative votes for each. No candidates applied for the Nominations & Elections Committee. When there are fewer 
candidates than openings, the Board of Directors may appoint members to the committee. Candidate bios are across the next 

two pages:

SVCA announces candidates for 2024 election

Ray Meador
My wife Anne and I have been married 43 years 

and have three adult children. We moved to Sud-
den Valley seven years ago.

I was a painting contractor for both residential 
and commercial properties for 10 years. I then 
worked for the Sherwin-Williams Company spe-
cializing in coating specifications in the marine 
division. I retired from Sherwin-Williams after 35 
years. 

Presently I maintain and manage three real 
estate properties in Washington. I have served on 
five non-profit boards. Currently, I serve on the 
Friends of South Whatcom Library Membership 
Committee.

I am presently on the SVCA Board of Directors filling a vacancy position.

Rick Asai
I was born and raised in Albany, Oregon and 

graduated from Oregon State University (with a 
Bachelor of Science in pharmacy) and the Univer-
sity of Oregon School of Dentistry.

Betsy and I have been married 48 years and 
have two children and two grandchildren.

I have taught dental courses at two community 
colleges for dental assistants and dental hygienists. 

I owned and operated a general dental practice 
in a suburban location of Portland, Oregon. I am 
retired.

I held leadership positions at the county, state 
and national levels of dentistry as well as other church and civic boards. 

ACC – Architectural Control
Committee
AGM – Annual General Meeting
BOD – Board of Directors
BMP - Best Management Prac-
tices
CC&Rs – Covenants, Conditions
& Restrictions
CIP – Capital Improvement Plan
CRRRF – Capital Repair and 
Replacement
Reserve Fund
CTK – Christ the King Church
DNR  - Washington State Depart-
ment of Natural Resources
DOE - Washington State Depart-
ment of Ecology
DRC – Document Review Com-
mittee
EIS - Emergency Information 
System
FTE – Full Time Employees
GIS - Geographic Information 
System
GM – Sudden Valley’s General
Manager
GMA – Growth Management Act
HOA – Homeowner’s Association
LAMIRD - Limited Areas of More 
Intensive Rural Development
LRPC – Long Range Planning 
Committee
LWPG – Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group
LWWSD - Lake Whatcom Water & 
Sewer District
MOU – Memorandum of Under-
standing
MPR – Multi-Purpose Room
N&E – Nominations and Elec-
tions
NPDES-  National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System
OPS – Operations
PSE - Puget Sound Energy
PUD – Planned Unit Develop-
ment
RCW - Revised Code of Wash-
ington
REC – Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment
RFP – Request for Proposals
RFQ – Request for Qualifications
ROW - Right-of-Way
SGM – Special General Meeting
SOP – Standard Operating Pro-
cedure
SVCA – Sudden Valley Commu-
nity Association
UDR – Undesignated Reserves
WCLS - Whatcom County Library 
System
WCOG - Whatcom Council of 
Governments
WCSO – Whatcom County Sher-
iff’s Office
WDFW - Washington State De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife
WTA - Whatcom Transportation 
Authority
WUCIOA – RCW 64.90 – The 
WA Uniform Common Interest 
Ownership Act 

SVCA
acronyms
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Dental
Care
for the

Whole
Family

5100 Pacific Highway Ferndale, WA

360-676-1131

SIMPLE 1 SOLUTIONS LLC
CALL / TEXT US TODAY FOR FREE ESTIMATES:

(360) 261-4409

-LANDSCAPING              -YARD CLEANUPS
-WINDOW CLEANING                -GUTTERS
-PRESSURE WASHING           -JUNK HAULS

YEAR-ROUND SERVICES             Simple1now.com

Daniel Vink
My wife and I moved to Sud-

den Valley in the spring of 2022 
from California and continue to 
split time, going back occasionally 
for both work and to see our three 
children there.

We fell in love with this area af-
ter visiting and staying with family 
in the Glen Haven area. We love 
the sense of community in Sud-
den Valley and look forward to be-
ing part of that long term.

When we are not just breath-
ing and enjoying the smell of the 
trees we like to hike, bike, explore 
the wonderful creation of the area 
and play a little pickleball.

Allen Helvajian
It has been my privilege and 

pleasure to be an appointed 
member of the Architectural Con-
trol Committee for these past five 
months.

I have learned much about our 
beautiful community and tried to 
provide guidance and sensibility 
when approving or denying ap-
plications from homeowners and 
developers.

I enjoy being part of the change 
process and try to live up to the 
mission and vision of the Sudden 
Valley Community Association. I 
ask for your support and vote dur-
ing this coming committee elec-
tion period.

Tom Henning
My wife and myself moved into 

our home in the Valley on Dec. 24, 
2014. 

Unfortunately, I lost my wife 
and best friend on my birthday in 
June 2022 after a very brief illness. 

I am the proud father of two 
successful daughters, the eldest is 
a wildlife biologist and the other is 
a nurse.

I joined the SMW Union in 
1974 and remain a member in 
good standing. Most of my career 
was a senior construction manag-
er building Class 1 cleanrooms for 
the computer chip industry. 

This gave us the opportunity to 
live in some beautiful parts of the 
country.

Taimi
Van de Polder

Our family purchased our first 
home here in Sudden Valley in 
the spring of 1998, when our kids 
were still young. Since that time, 
our daughter also purchased her 
home here, and lives nearby with 
her three children.

While mostly retired, I still 
work part-time in the successful 
vehicle import/export business 
that my husband and I started in 
1996.

I have been on the SVCA Board 
of Directors since November 2021 
and have had the privilege of serv-
ing as vice president this past year. 
I hope to be able to continue to 
serve the community using what I 
have learned both in business and 
being on the board.

Nancy Alyanak
When Jim and I retired to Sud-

den Valley in 2006, dues increases 
were ratified by a super majority 
of voting members. Now dues in-
creases are determined by board 
of directors. It’s frightening to re-
alize your financial stability lies in 
the hands of five directors.

At least members can vote for 
directors and for advisory vote 
measures if any are on the ballot. 
Last year’s ballot had two advisory 
vote measures. The current board 
ignored the results, increased 
dues and will require a future spe-
cial assessment.

If elected, I will honor mem-
bers choice on how their money 
is spent.

Letters: Comments on the 
Sept. 3 N&E meeting 
Continued from 3

dozens of members names from 
the petitions which removed Josh 
Bowens name from recall. Nancy 
spent no effort in reaching out to 
confirm any signatures, not even 
a sub-set. 

When the recall election votes 
were to be counted, she did not 
allow petition members to moni-
tor the vote count. The recall 
failed. Since it was not trans-
parent, we will never know if it 
was fair. During the 2022 voting 
period, from her position on the 
board, Nancy used her position 
as a bully pulpit advocating for 
votes for some directors, and de-
meaning those who she opposed.

Our SVCA N&E Chair is de-
signed to be impartial, unbiased, 
ethical, and provide for a trans-
parent election. Nancy failed in 
each of these essential perfor-
mance metrics. 

Considering Nancy as a viable 
candidate, whichever side of the 
coin you may favor, is nonsense. 
Her actions, all recorded on 
video, speak for themselves.

Anyone but Nancy, but that’s 
just one person’s opinion.
Mitch Waterman
Sudden Valley

Submitting 
articles of 
interest

SVCA members are encour-
aged to submit articles of interest 
for inclusion in the Views. Mem-
ber submitted articles should 
focus on areas of interest to the 
Sudden Valley community.

Opinions, complaints, and 
politicking belong in the Letters 
to the Editor, and will not run as 
a member feature article. Articles 

promoting a vendor’s services, 
or advertisements disguised as 
articles, will not be accepted.

The Views has a separate 
mechanism for advertising a 
business, and that is where such 
information should be kept. 
However, to provide fair and 
equal access, consecutive sub-
missions by a member will not 
be permitted. 

In other words, members who 
have already had an article pub-
lished may not submit an article 
for the following issue.

Submitting 
letters to 
the editor

The Sudden Valley Views 
encourages letters to the edi-

tor. However, submissions must 
refrain from attacking individuals 
without providing supporting 
documentation or a rational and 
legally defensible justification.

Letters should be emailed to 
bill@lyndentribune.com and 
should not exceed 550 words.

Your letter must include your 
full name, complete address and 
telephone number.

Your address and telephone 
number will not be printed in the 
newspaper, but will be used for 
verification by newspaper staff.

Neither unsigned letters nor 
letters containing personal at-
tacks of a libelous nature will be 
published. 

The Sudden Valley Views 
reserves the right to edit or refuse 
any letter. 

All columns and letters on the 
opinion page are the views of the 
authors and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the Sudden 
Valley Views newspaper.
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Sudden Valley Golf Club

No matter how 

often you play, 

there is a 

membership that 

is right for you!

Sudden Valley Golf Club
Golf Program Information

360-734-6435 
or Toll Free 855-506-2219    

 www.suddenvalleygolfcourse.com

  Full Member Privileges
• Unlimited Golf • Unlimited Range Balls • Preferred Tee Times • 

• Handicap Service • Locker Service • Golf Tournaments • 

• Limited Reciprocal Privileges at Area Private Clubs • 

• Golf Shop Discount • Social Events •

Full Membership Rates
Property Owners Annual Monthly Non-Property Owners Annual Monthly
Single $2,200 $185 Single $2,400 $200
Couple $3,300 $275 Couple $3,650 $305
Family of 3+ $3,500 $295 Family of 3+ $3,850 $325
Young Family (children 15 or younger)   Young Family (children 15 or younger) 
After Noon Play $1,550 $130 After Noon Play $1,700 $145
Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,600 $135 Senior Limited (62 & up, M-F) $1,760 $150
Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,100 $95 Intermediate (Ages 18 - 28) $1,200 $105
Junior (17 and Younger) $325 $35 Junior (17 and Younger) $360 $40

Associate Membership: Associate members receive three complimentary rounds of golf, 50% off 
all green fees, 50% off range balls, handicap service, a locker, preferred tee times, and may play in all 
Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. Cost: $525 / year  -  $45 / mo.

Social Membership: Social members receive two complimentary rounds of golf, 25% off all green fees, 
a locker, preferred tee times and may play in all Golf Club tournaments and participate in all social events. 
Cost: $135 / year ($145 / year with GHIN Handicap Service)

2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!2024 Memberships Are On Sale Now!

Scan the code below to sign up!
(You can unsubscribe at any time)

News and Events Delivered Right
to Your Inbox Every Week

Get the scoop on all things Sudden Valley

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CLEANING WITH CARE BY MICHELE
Residential, Commercial, Apartments

Michele Hurley
360-306-7078 • Cleaningwithcarebymichele@gmail.com

FINANCIALS

brary. The featured artist for this 
past quarter was Kristy Carrico-
Smith, whose spellbinding im-
agery can still be viewed in the 
Sudden Valley Clubhouse and El 
Agave restaurant.

Our upcoming featured artists 
in October are Alice Healy and 
Kerri Trine. More information on 
these artists will be published in 
the next issue of the Valley View.

We hold a quarterly featured 
artist reception, and the reception 
for October will be from 4-6 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 19 in the Commu-
nity Center lobby.

Art Challenges 
This year we encouraged mem-

bers to develop their creative tal-
ents with two art challenges. The 
first challenge, in April, was to in-
corporate windows into a compo-
sition. The second challenge, for 
the July meeting, was to submit a 
work that included trees. The re-
sults in both cases were amazing!.

Art Sales

On the practical side, Valley 
Arts Group supports its members 
by participating in local art, craft, 
and community events. Valley Arts 
Group sponsored a booth at the re-
cent Sudden Valley Festival in July.

We also plan on participating in 
the Sudden Valley Holiday Market 
in November. Several members 
are also active in the Whatcom 
Art Market and the Whatcom Art 
Guild.  Opportunities to exhibit art 
around Bellingham come up from 
time to time and our members get 
regular updates via the Valley Arts 
Group website and selected email 
blasts.

 
Valley Arts Group Website

Information about our mem-
bers, the art they create, art blog, 
and other resources is at valley-
artsgroup.com.

Valley Arts: October artists
Continued from 7
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To place a classified ad, please email 
mitze@lyndentribune.com or call (360) 354-4444.

Deadline: 23rd of each month
Monthly Rates: $15 per column inch

Full Service Painting
Interiors/Exteriors

www.soundpaintingcompany.com

360-778-3323
Cont. # SOUNDPCO33DJ

PRESSURE WASHING & 
DUMP RUNS

 

  
360-312-8409

Pressure Washing of Decks, Rock Work, Driveways, 
Roofs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Houses

Dump Runs/Haul Away of Household & Yard Debris
Call now to set up an appointment!

GOOD NEIGHBOR 
GARDENING

September = A Great Month to Plant!
I Do- Planting; Pruning; Design/Redesign; 
Clean-Ups; Curb Appeal and Maintenance 

For Your Home, Second Home, Rental
Check me out on FACEBOOK

Contact Terry 360-671-7369

VACANT LOTS WANTED!
I continually have buyers looking for quality vacant lots
in Sudden Valley. Contact me for a market evaluation.

Greg Paul
360-739-7354
GregPaul@Remax.net

Landscape Clean Ups • Mowing • Pruning • Excavator Work
Weeding • Landscape Installation • Tree Work • Mulch
Gravel • Dirt • Dump Runs • Pressure Washing • More! 

ELITE LANDSCAPE 
& MINI-EXCAVATION LLC

 

 *ELITELM817BB 360-296-4824
www.EliteLandscapeExcavation.com

LAWN MOWING & 
LANDSCAPING

 

  
CALL or TEXT 360-318-5426

Lawn Mowing, Hedge Trimming, 
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal/Limbing, Yard 
Cleanups, Hardscape Work, Excavation Work. 

Year-Round Maintenance Work!

Rent A Pavilion!
Have the fireplace all to yourself, chill at picnic tables,

and take a stroll to the beach - with restrooms conveniently nearby

The Marina Beach shelter is close to
the off leash dog park.

Swim In Lake Whatcom at AM/PM beach,
hike the nearby trails

360.734.6430
www.SuddenValley.com

MJD CONSTRUCTION
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL

LIC #MJOCOCL807BP

SANTIAGO CORREA

360-770-8117
MJDCONSTRUCTION1@HOTMAIL.COM

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR PAINTING
LANDSCAPING | STONE

TILE INSTALLATION
DRYWALL/TAPING

SIDING | FENCE | ROOFING

Sudden Valley Local!

Sol
d

1468 SUNNYBROOK LANE
5 BED • 3.5 BATH • 4,283 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $1,250,000

Sol
d

22 MARIGOLD DRIVE #19
2 BED • 2 BATH • 1,368 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $385,000

Sol
d

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?

Buying or selling a home can be a stressful

process if you don't have the right real estate

agent. You can rely on me to get you the best

possible result. No one works harder for you!

Le t  Me b e  Your  Gu ide !
SOMMER NYTE, REALTOR®

SOMMERNYTE@REMAX.NET

360-305-3248
BESTBELLINGHAMHOMES.COM

Con ta c t  Me:

2683 LOCHCARRON DRIVE, FERNDALE
4 BED • 2.25 BATH • 2,213 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $665,000

3 STABLE LANE
3 BED • 1 BATH • 1,040 SQ FT

SOLD FOR $435,000

Sol
d

Sommer  Nyt e , REALTOR®PRESENTED BY

RE/MAX WHATCOM COUNTY
913 Lakeway Dr ive
Bel l ingham, WA 98229

FINANCIALS

Keep informed
The following are the Sudden 
Valley Community Association’s 
various boards and committees.
To learn more about each, visit:
https://suddenvalley.com/
committee-information

• Board of Directors
• Architectural Control 
Committee (ACC)
• Document Review Committee
• Finance Committee
• Long-Range Planning 
Committee
• Nominations & Elections 
Committee
• Appeals Committee

Looking for Sudden Valley news 
and updates? Learn more through 
the following outlets:

Online: SuddenValley.com
This website is updated regularly 
with news, SVCA staff reports, and 
announcements as well as current 
meeting minutes, rules and regulations, 
and much more.

Social Media: Facebook & 
YouTube
Find the Sudden Valley Community 
Association on YouTube, where SVCA 
meetings of the Board of Directors and 
Committees are regularly posted, and 
Facebook for weekly announcements.

E-Mail: Sudden Valley 
Community Association e-Blast
Sign up for our e-blast to receive 
community event and other important 
updates delivered directly to your 
inbox.

Print Media: The Sudden Valley 
Views
Published each month and delivered by 
mail to property owners.  Also available 
for pick up in various community 
locations including the administration 
building, community center, and at the 
market. Please contact us if you wish to 
start or stop mail delivery.

Gate Signs
Meetings and events are also posted 
one-to-two weeks before they occur.

Social Hour at So. 
Whatcom Library

Come to the library, 10 Barn 
View Circle, on Thursday, Sept. 19   
from 10:30 a.m. until noon to con-
nect with others in the communi-
ty. Strike up a conversation, enjoy 
some coffee or tea, or play one of 
the games provided.

Looking to meet new people or 
need motivation to exercise?

Pick-up co-ed soccer takes place on the athletic fields between 
the Rec Center and the Golf parking lot at the following days and 
times: Thursdays at 5:45 p.m. for adults 30 and older, Fridays at 
5:45 p.m. for ages 8 and older, Saturdays at 10 a.m. for all ages.

You must sign a waiver to participate.
Call 360-734-6430 for more information.
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360-733-3700

1200 Lakeway Drive, Unit #2 
Bellingham, WA 98229

www.sunmarkproperties.com
email: sunmarkproperties@msn.com 

John Kelleher
Broker

Jackie Ryan
Designated Broker

Vadim Kotsyuba
Broker

Azam Nader
Broker

TRUST YOUR LOCAL SALES OFFICE!

Build your dream home on this fabulous million dollar view home 
overlooking Drayton Harbor, while also enjoying the views of 
Semiahmoo Resort, White Rock, B.C., and coastal mountains. This 
lot, located in a gated community, has an unobstructed water view 
and abuts a community nature trail. Includes tree survey map. Just 
minutes from the US/Canadian Border. Priced to sell. $357,500

2 Marigold Affordable living in a cozy and private studio 
condo overlooking the 18th fairway with sweeping views of Sudden 
Valley golf course and surrounding mountains. The large picture 
windows provide ample natural light and outside is an open corner 
deck.  $219,000

20 Sparrow Ct. (Gate 2)........................................$89,000

SUDDEN VALLEY VACANT LOTS

NEW PRICE

Are you looking for Stress-free Property Management?
Let us handle your rental with our 38 years of experience!

No smoking of any kind, no drugs. Applicants must have good credit. Call for application. 
Application fee - $35 single, $45 married.

SUDDEN VALLEY HOUSES & CONDOS
Rental Listings

Loft Condo: On Sudden Valley Golf Course. Rent $1600
Lincoln Street: 2 bedroom, 1 bath. Rent $1750

22 Marigold Drive: 6 months. Fully furnished 1 bedroom 1.5 bath condo
all on one level. Available Oct. 1st. Rent $2000

8 Far Summit Place Beautiful 
contemporary home situated on 88 feet of 
Lake Whatcom waterfront. Architectural style 
bathed in light w/vaulted ceilings, skylights 
and includes stunning views of mountains. 
Terraced decking leads past a fire pit to the 
beach. 3 bdrm, 3 ba, family room w/gas 
fireplace and includes stone wood-burning 
fireplace in living room, dining room w/eat-
in kitchen, 2-car garage with workshop, and 
extra parking. $1,275,000

OWNER FIN
ANCING

20% DOWN PA
YMEN
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THE SUDDEN VALLEY IS SPONSORED BY:

Delivery available! Order online or call: 

(360) 389-5749
www.petstopinfo.net

Tues.-Sat. 11am-6:30pm, Closed Sun. & Mon.

1941 Lake Whatcom Blvd, Bellingham, 98229

Locally Owned Since 1993

360-527-2334  •  cmillerkw@gmail.com  •  www.hicllc.net

Medicare Open Enrollment begins Oct. 15!
New Whatcom County Plans available

FINANCIALS

with the California requirements 
is maintained in this Building Ma-
terials Listing  at the  Office of the 
State Fire Marshal (OSFM) web-
site. 

For example, some of Tim-
berTech’s decking products, avail-
able locally, hold a Class A fire 
spread rating which means that 
in a fire, flames will spread slower 
across the deck surface.  

Increase the gap between deck 
boards to one-quarter inch.

Increase joist spacing from 16-
24 inches.

If using wood joists, cover the 
top and part of the sides with a 
foil-faced self-adhering adhesive 
tape (foil-faced bitumen tape).

Metal flashing can be applied 

to the lower 18 inches of the wall 
to protect combustible siding from 
the embers that may accumulate 
during a wildfire. It is important 
that the metal flashing be tucked 
in behind the lap-joint where it 
terminates. 

Decayed wood (rotted wood) 
is more readily ignited, so periodi-
cally inspect for decayed members 
and replace them.

More in-depth info about ways 
to protect your deck and home is 
now located on the SVCA website. 

On the home page, select the 
Committee Information tab, then 
Safety Committee, then scroll 
down to the new Safety Commit-
tee Information and Fact Sheet 
Library to download FireWise USA 
info sheets on various important 
topics.

Wildfire: Protect your deck
Continued from 2


